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Great Waldingfield Parish Council adopted the General Power of Competence on the 13th May 2019 

 

Present: Parish Councillors: Kerry Francis, Clare Kiely (Vice Chairman), Roger 
Knight, Linda Rushton and John Steele (Chairman).  

In Attendance:  Sue Clements (Parish Clerk), District Councillors Clive Arthey and Margaret 
Maybury and Four Members of the Public.  

19/175 - Apologies for Absence - Apologies for absence were received from Councillors  
Baldwin, Misselbrook and County Councillor Spence. Councillor Abson was not present. 
 
19/176  - Declaration of Interests and Written Requests for Dispensation - There were no 
Declarations of Interest or written requests for dispensation. 
 
19/177 - Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9th September 2019 - The Minutes of 
the Parish Council Meeting held on the 9th September 2019 were received, considered and 
approved following the vote and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. (Copy in Minute 
Book). 
 
19/178 – County and District Councillor Reports - District Councillor Maybury made reference’ 
to her response to the Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils Joint Draft Local Plan 
consultation. Also, IT issues incurred at the District Council and that the Extraordinary District 
Council Meeting to discuss the new name for Babergh has been postponed. She also mentioned 
her political party changes. In response to a question about the Conservation Area boundary and 
the decision-making process. District Councillor Maybury had been advised to ask for an FOI 
(Freedom of Information) request regarding the Conservation Area expansion.  
 
District Councillor Arthey advised that Babergh and Mid-Suffolk District Councils Draft Local Plan 
consultation responses are currently being collated, where the responses will be considered during 
November 2019 and that adoption is likely during 2021. There may be some minor amendments to 
the draft details relating to Climate Change, Biodiversity etc. He was also pleased to advise that 
free swims will again be available during the October school holiday half term break and also over 
the Christmas holiday period at local swimming pools in Sudbury and Hadleigh. District Councillor 
Arthey advised that the District Council is currently looking at different models of Council house 
maintenance. The housing-land supply figure of 5.67 years was noted. He advised that he would 
be making enquiries about the Conservation Area expansion not including the Crinkle Crankle Wall 
and update the Parish Council thereafter.  
 
19/179 - Public Forum - A Member of the Public spoke to clarify the background to his 
involvement with the previous Parish Council area of the Village Website since inception in 1999. 
He explained that the Parish Council had a page on the Village Website from 2006 and that the 
Website promoted Great Waldingfield as a whole, almost entirely at the resident’s own expense.  
 
19/180 – Routine Correspondence - Councillors received and noted the details, including the 
PCSO (Police Community Support Officer) correspondence, where the Clerk provided details 
about her previous involvement with this partnership scheme under the new Policing model at 
another Council. The Footpath/cycleway campaign between Acton and Great Waldingfield led by a 
local resident was noted. Also noted was the Roadside Nature Reserve designated area. 
Councillors are aware of County Councillor Colin Spence’s Locality Budget where bids are invited 
(agenda item for the next Parish Council Meeting), the position with Bus Services and the Folly 
Road footpath were noted.    
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19/181 - Planning and Development 
a. Planning Applications 

• DC/19/04296 – Ardley House, Lavenham Road – Erection of up to 6 No. Dwellings 
with parking, garages and creation of vehicular access – Councillors received and 
noted the letters/emails and objections from local residents’ and also from the SPS 
(Suffolk Preservation Society). Objections and concerns included the proposal being 
obtrusive, the 18th Century Crinkle/Crankle wall with later coping, which needs to be 
preserved and protected as a non-designated heritage asset, (NPPF para 197 is 
clear about the effect of an application on the significance of a non-designated 
heritage asset), (NPPF para 193 is also clear about the significance of a designated 
heritage asset, where great weight should be given),archaeological aspects, the 
proposal would be highly visible from the road, similar proposals have been refused, 
an increase in the built-up area, outside of the settlement area, damage to the 
setting and appearance of the area - even though it falls just outside and is adjacent 
to the Conservation Area, concerns about the Church and NPPF Para. 184, 
previous developments which have encroached the older settlement’s “green belt”, 
the proposal not satisfying the environmental objective in NPPF 8c (“contribute to 
protecting and enhancing our natural built and historic environment”), the housing 
land supply figures for the District Council have been demonstrated, and highway 
issues on this already busy road. The proposal is contrary to Policy CS11 where 
development in hinterland Villages should be functional to the existing settlement, 
well designed and appropriate. Following the vote, the Council recommended 
refusal on the grounds of the effect on the heritage area, non-compliance with 
NPPF 8c, non-compliance with CS11, the proposal is visible from the B1115, the 
site is outside of the settlement area, it is incongruous within the setting of the 
countryside, the adverse effect on the non-heritage asset – the Crinkle Crankle wall, 
immediately adjacent to the Conservation Area, the proposed development will have 
an urbanising effect on the agricultural character and a negative impact on the 
setting of the area and Ardley House. (Copy of full Parish Council’s response in the 
Minute Book).  

• DC/19/024361 – 91 Folly Road – Erection of 1 No. dwelling and access (re-

submission of DC/19/02939) – Following the vote, the Council recommended 

approval as it was considered that this scheme is an improvement to the previous. 

b. Planning Matters/Decisions – The Council noted the following: 

• EN/19/00333 - Re boundary issues at development at The Wilderness/ revised plan shows 
no access to garages – Councillors received and noted the update from the Enforcement 
Team at the LPA. They noted that the Case Officer has investigated the issue of the two 
accesses at the development, following a site visit on 7th August 2019. The righthand 
access was the original access and is still in use for the construction of the new 
development. However, the developer has confirmed that access will be blocked up and the 
gateway removed once the development is complete. This is in accordance with Condition 
3 of DC/19/02377 which states: “The access shall be completed in all respects in 
accordance with Drawing No. DM01 with an entrance width of 4.5m and be available for 
use before occupation. Thereafter it shall be retained in its approved form. At this time all 
other means of access within the frontage of the application site shall be permanently and 
effectively "stopped up" in a manner which previously shall have been approved in writing 
by the Local Planning Authority.”  
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With regard to the differences in the front boundary treatment (fence), the Case Officer can 
confirm the close boarded fence erected, is in not in accordance with the approved plans.  
He is therefore, currently in discussion with the developer and the Planning Team as to how 
to deal with the breach and whether the Planning Team would support such a change to 
the approved plans. The complete clearance of the previously wooded copse area directly 
to the right (south east) of the development site, together with the apparent creation of a 
new access to that site was noted. The original report the LPA received regarding the 
development at The Wilderness was mainly regarding the clearance of this adjacent 
wooded area and the creation of the access to it. Similar to the main development site, the 
adjacent previously wooded plot is not in a Conservation Area and none of the trees are 
protected so it is not a breach of planning to clear the site of trees. Local knowledge and 
Google Maps reveals that there was, however, never any access to this wooded area. The 
Case Officer is continuing to investigate whether any type of access was originally existing 
as if not, an application for retrospective consent for creation of the access will be required. 
The Case Officer will update the Parish Council further once he has established the best 
course of action for both issues. 

• DC/19/03810 – 2 Coronation Rise – Discharge of Conditions Application DC/18/04072 

under Appeal APP/D3505/VV/19/32222361- Condition 3 (Agreement of Materials) and 

Condition 4 (Landscaping Scheme) – The Council noted that the LPA has approved this 

application.  

 
19\182 – Finance 

a. Schedule of Accounts for Payment – The schedule of accounts for payment in the sum 
of £3,254.48 was received, considered and agreed following the vote. (Copy in Minute 
Book). 

b. Precept – (2nd Half) – The Council noted receipt of £23,250 in September 2019.  
c. Donation Request – The Council received and considered the donation received from The 

Kernos Centre, Sudbury. It noted that 9 Great Waldingfield residents have benefited from 
this service in the last year. The service assists children and young people with mental 
health issues, including those at risk of suicide. The Kernos Centre can often assist more 
quickly than other mental health partners and the NHS due to funding restraints. The LEA 
(Local Education Authority) and local Schools utilise The Kernos Centre. Following the 
vote, it was agreed that a grant of £250 be given.  
 
One Member of the Public left the Meeting at this point. 
 

d. GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation) Annual Review– The Council noted that to 
set up generic email accounts for each Parish Councillor the cost would be a registration 
fee of £10 for the domain name, plus £60 per annum for one year for unlimited email 
addresses, plus £25 for the hour necessary for the contractor to set up and create the email 
addresses and set up the accounts. (£70 per annum ongoing costs). Following the vote, it 
was agreed to defer the matter until the Parish Council’s Website is reviewed again in six 
months’ time.  
 
District Councillor Clive Arthey leaves the Meeting at this point. 
 

e. Hedgehog Protection Signage – Councillors received and considered the request to 
assist with this signage.  
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They noted that Suffolk County Council Highways and Power Networks need to give 
consent to the signage. The Chairman commented that anybody who does good for the 
Parish should ever be out of pocket. Following the vote, it was agreed to assist with four 
signs at an approximate cost of £13 each.  

f. ROSPA – Play Area Inspection – The Council received and considered the report and 
noted the areas rated as medium risk. The quotations for the slide (£180) and goal 
posts/net (£758.75) from Prosteel Limited, Great Waldingfield were received and 
considered. The Chairman commented that local businesses would be used whenever 
practicable.  Following the vote, it was agreed to proceed with both of these on the grounds 
of health and safety.  

g. Grounds Maintenance/Grass Cutting – The current SLA (Service Level Agreement) with 
Vertas Group Limited was considered, together with the ad-hoc arrangement with Flowers 
Groundcare. Following the vote, it was agreed to ask Vertas to provide pricing for the work 
currently carried out by Flowers Groundcare and to consider this further thereafter.  

h. Assets Register – Annual Review – This was received, considered and agreed following 
the vote. 
 
District Councillor Margaret Maybury leaves the Meeting at this point.  
 

19/183 - Playing Field, Ten Trees Road and other Council Assets -  
a. Playing Fields – The Council noted that Prosteel have provided a price regarding the 

repair of the steel mesh backing on the goal posts/net and for the slide as detailed 
above in 19/182.f and agreed following the vote.  

b. Queens Diamond Jubilee Garden (QDJ) – Various Matters - With regard to the 
compost bins, the previous prices of £250 each including delivery was noted. It was 
agreed following the vote to purchase two of these plastic compost bins.  

c. Queens Diamond Jubilee Garden (QDJ) - Pavilion –Following on from the last Meeting 
Councillor Steele advised that he has not as yet been in contact the School regarding 
the water situation. He is continuing to pursue this though.  

d. Branchlines and Old School Wood – The update/news article was received and noted, 
including the Working Party on Saturday 23rd November 2019 meeting at 9.30am.  
 

19\184 - Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils Joint Draft Local Plan consultation –
The Council noted that following on from the last Meeting Councillors Kiely, Knight, Rushton and 
Steele (under delegated powers) submitted the Parish Council’s final consultation response to 
the Clerk who has responded to the District Council on behalf of the Parish Council.  
 
Councillor Rushton asked about the decision-making process at the District Council relating to 
the Conservation Area boundaries and in particular, the Crinkle Crankle Wall. The Clerk was 
asked to make an FOI (Freedom of Information) request to the District Council.  
 
19/185 – Community Warden Scheme (SLA) Service Level Agreement – Following on from 
the survey around the Village with the Community Warden Supervisor, the Council noted the  
work identified and it also noted the feedback received from local residents via social media. 
Currently the Council’s SLA allows for 2 hours of Community Warden time each week at a cost 
of £20 per hour plus mileage. This allocated time would need to be significantly increased in 
order to bring the Village up to standard.  
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The regularity and cutting back of grass cuts by the District Council is evident and has added to 
the issues. The “floating allowance” arrangements under the Community Warden scheme for the 
medium-term future were considered. Following the vote, it was agreed for up to 3 additional 
hours per week at a cost of £20 per hour plus mileage, where areas of work will be prioritized. 
The Clerk will make weekly contact with the Chairman (and Councillors) to establish work priority 
for each week for the Community Warden team to focus on. It was also agreed that completed 
work should be communicated to the Village via social media/Facebook and the Parish 
Magazine, so that local residents are aware that the Parish Council is progressing some of the 
outstanding work around the Village.  

 
19/186 - Christmas Lighting up Event – The Council was pleased to note that Mr Andrew Barlow 
has arrangements in hand for this event. 

 
19/187 - Parish Council Website - Website Accessibility –The Clerk provided an update 
regarding the Website Accessibility of the current Parish Council website. Following the vote, it was 
agreed that the Clerk should carry out a simple audit and report back to the next Meeting with the 
draft Website Accessibility Statement for consideration/adoption to be legally complaint. 

 
19/188 - Press & Media Policy, including Social Media – Media Advisory Committee – The 
Council agreed following the vote, to defer this matter until the next Meeting. 
 
The Council agreed to temporarily suspend its relevant Standing Order such that the Meeting may 
continue beyond 10pm.  

 
19\189 – Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee – Councillor Kiely advised that contact has 
been made with previous and new supporters and that a GDPR (General Data Protection 
Regulation) disclaimer has been sent to all parties. It was noted that Councillors Knight, Rushton 
and Steele will attend the SPS (Suffolk Preservation Society) training course for Neighbourhood 
Planning groups tomorrow (15th October 2019). After, some discussion, it was agreed that the 
Steering Committee should meet in the first instance prior to inviting existing and new supporters, 
so that the Steering Committee can review work to date and reaffirm objectives and the way 
forward. Dates and room bookings were discussed. Availability is currently being looked into. 
 
19/190 - Questions to the Chair – Councillor Rushton asked about the process for Councillors 
asking for agenda items.  
 
19/191 - Next Meeting –  

• Next Meeting – This is scheduled for Monday 11th November 2019 starting at 
7.30pm at Great Waldingfield Village Hall.  

• Schedule of Meetings 2020 – The schedule was received, considered and agreed 
following the vote.  
 

19/192 - Resolution to Exclude the Public and the Press – The Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings Act 1960) and the Local Government Act 1972 ss 100 and 102. The Council is asked to 
consider and agree to exclude the Public since publicity would legally prejudice commercial 
sensitivity and confidentiality. This was agreed following the vote.  
 
The Three remaining Members of the Public left the Meeting at this point. 
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19/193 – Confidential Minutes – The Confidential Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 
the 14th October 2019 were received, considered and agreed following the vote. (Copy in 
Confidential Minute Book).  
 
19\194- Community Action Suffolk (CAS) – Housing Needs – The Council is asked to consider 
further the details within the confidential report.  
There being no further business the Chairman closed this part of the Meeting closed to facilitate 
the closed/confidential part of the Meeting. 


