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Deadline for magazine copy is 12th of each month
Send your articles and items of interest to:

gwvnews@gmail.com
Stour Business Partners Limited

Hopkin, The Heath, Lavenham Road,
Great Waldingfield,

Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 0SA

All contributions should have a contact name
If you have a computer, could you please send your article by email 

to the above email address

ADVERTISEMENTS
Items for sale or items wanted - £1.00 per item

All advertisements are accepted in good faith but the committee cannot accept 
responsibility for the quality of the services offered.
Distributors contact point - Pam Eggby & Sally Brinton

The Editors, Pam Eggby & Sally Brinton, retain the right to alter, abridge or not to publish 
if they consider a contribution to be inappropriate.
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Community Food Bank - Reminder

Just to remind people that there is still a need for food donations.
These may be left at First Friends Pre School during term time and 

at 4 Chapel Close in the school holidays. 
All donations greatly received.

Gt Waldingfield WI
Because of all that’s going on at the moment, all individual WI meetings 
have been postponed. There is still activity within the association who 
keep us well informed and up to date.  We have our Committee  Meetings 
once a month. These meetings keep us in touch and we are able to 
inform other WI members whom we don’t see so much of now about all 
the news. We are ever hopeful that we will be able to start having our 
social gatherings in the not too distant future, but we must be patient.
So ... stiff upper lip and all that. Stay safe and happy.

Helen Maybank
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Great Waldingfield Primary School

It has been such a very different start to the school year and thank 
you to residents who have supported the school in the changes 

we have made to make a safer environment for the children and 
staff during the global pandemic. We have reminded parents to park 
considerately especially in the residential areas. The staggered drop 
off and pick up times for the children are set to continue as this helps 
with social distancing for both parents and children. Unfortunately, 
during the pandemic, the field will remain closed during term time but 
will be unlocked as usual during school holidays for local residents to 
enjoy. Sadly, the school has suffered yet another spate of vandalism 
to the perimeter fencing. Some of the wire has been cut through not 
only leaving sharp edges but weakening the overall performance of 
the fence. The panel will need to be replaced along with a further 
panel that has been distorted by a person or persons in an attempt 
to enter land owned by Suffolk County Council without permission. 
The police have been informed. However, there is very little they can 
do unless a member of the public can identify the perpetrators. It is 
widely believed that a crisis, such as the one we are all living through 
currently, brings out the best in people and indeed this pandemic has 
delivered its heroes with stories of communities pulling together to 
help the most vulnerable.

My sincere apologies to those close neighbours who were affected 
by the two trees which were removed from the school grounds. On 
the grounds of health and safety Suffolk County Council advised the 
school to have the trees felled. The mess caused by birds roosting 
in the trees has health implications for the children and staff and the 
slippery surface caused by the vast quantity of droppings is also a 
danger. As headteacher I have a duty of care to the children and as 
always they do come first. We will in due course replace these two 
trees in a space where they can flourish and the school community 
can stay safe.

The school were sad to hear that Mrs Jean Misselbrook had 
passed away. Jean had been a volunteer at the school for many 
years, hearing countless children read during that time. Prior to that 
Jean had been a member of the Governing Body of the school and 
for some of that time Chair of Governors. The school is so grateful 
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for Jean’s admirable contribution to the running of the village school.
I met Jean Misselbrook very soon after I joined the school staff 

in September 2013. At that time there were several members of the 
community who volunteered to hear children read. These volunteers 
are invaluable as reading is the door to the whole curriculum.

Over the years this team of volunteers shrank until there was a 
team of one – Jean. Jean continued to come in regularly every week 
until she found the walk from her home to school a little too much 
of a challenge. The children who read to her enjoyed the special 
one to one time from an adult and Jean was happy to give her time 
generously.

Teachers and children alike will always be grateful to Jean for her 
unlimited patience and understanding when hearing children read. 
She is fondly remembered by us all at Great Waldingfield CEVC 
Primary School.

Although currently we are unable to welcome visitors to the school 
due to COVID-19 restrictions we fully appreciate that parents who 
are considering Great Waldingfield CEVC Primary School for their 
child starting school in September 2021 would welcome a chance to 
have a look around before they make their final decision. There will 
be a virtual tour of the school on the school website just before half-
term and we will be providing after-school visits and weekend visits in 
November. Please keep looking at our website for details.

Tina Hosford, Head Teacher
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BRANCHLINES AND OLD SCHOOL WOOD
Working Parties - It has rained every day for three weeks. Nevertheless, our 
brave team has been out having healthy and socially distanced fun. Coffee has 
been drunk and cake eaten. Many thanks to Mark and Dominic Kiddy for the 
appearance of the classic ‘Fergie’ tractor helping with the moving of the hay 
from meadow and churchyard to the habitat pile along the bank. This month we 
have also completed the hedge and verge work by the Glades. Covid regulations 
permitting, we will continue to work throught the autumn and winter.
Saturday 28th November, 9.30 am to 12.30 - Meet by the benches by the track. 
Bring your own elevenses, gloves and, where possible, tools. I envisage doing 
some hedge work for which a bowsaw or loppers would be useful. Midweek 
sessions will probably continue on a Weds morning, same time, same place. Let 
me know if you want to be added to the email circulation for this. 01787 373541.
Things to See - Autumn is traditionally the season for fungi, falling leaves and 
birds arriving for the winter here. It would be nice to do a ‘fungus foray’ if anyone 
has any experience in identification. Will there be any waxwings here this year? 
I expect we will see winter thrushes such as redwings and fieldfares. Many birds 
abandon territories and flock together to feed and keep warm in winter, notably 
finches and starlings. Falling leaves form ‘leaf litter’ on the ground, a haven for 
all sorts of minibeasts. Fallen fruit and nuts feed our small mammals. Our pond 
attracts creatures all year round including a heron recently.
Finances - Oswald says, ‘Old School Wood Accepts Lavish Donations!’ They 
do not have to be lavish of course, but we were unable to hold any fundraising 
events such as the annual quiz this year. Every little helps to provide for upkeep 
and for improvements such as new signs and seating. 

David Taylor

ST LAWRENCE CHURCHYARD
Working Parties - The long grass has been cut and collected with the help of 
volunteers as for the Old School Meadow. It will need another trim before winter. 
Many thanks to Jan and Matt who erected our new shed and for the help of our 
neighbours in the old school.
Saturday 14th November, 9.30-12.30. Meet by the lych gate - the one with the 
roof. Various jobs to catch up with as time, weather and volunteer numbers allow. 
Hedge and ivy  trimming, fallen branch collection, dead hedge building, path 
management, bench maintenance. Covid rules apply as for Old School wood.
Things to See and Hear - Goldcrest in the conifers; nuthatch, green woodpecker 
and great spotted woodpecker on the big oak trees, wrens in the dead hedge. 
The last pipistrelle bat flying before hibernation? Lichens in the low winter light on 
gravestones and tree trunks, dead leaves rustling in the wind, the church clock 
chiming. An owl hooting in the evening?.

David Taylor
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Tribute to Jean Misselbrook

It is with great sadness that we say goodbye to our dear friend 
Jean who had served her village for over 30 years on the Parish 
Council.  Most of us only had the chance to serve with Jean 
for a few months, but even in that short time we clearly saw 
how much commitment and love she had for the village right up 
to the end, leaving an invaluable lasting legacy. We send our 
heartfelt condolences to her family at this difficult time.

Great Waldingfield Parish Council

Jean Misselbrook served the community of Great Waldingfield 
with a number of different councils. I thank her on behalf of all those 
people who served with her over the years, for her dedication to 
the village and the various activities she participated in. Jean, 
for a number of years served as vice chair for the parish council 
and village hall management in which she, along with others, 
after a lot of discussion changed to a charity in its own right. 
Jean was always on hand if a signature was required and her 
depth of knowledge and understanding came in handy.

Jean was someone who did not make waves, she just got on 
with whatever was asked of her and was always there for a word 
of help or advice.

It was a great pleasure serving with you Jean. You did more 
than your fair share of years! Thank you for being there.

John Steele
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Councillor Clare Kiely (Vice Chair)
Phone: 01787 371654

Councillor Renuka Baldwin (Chair)
Phone: 01787 370434  

My husband and I moved to Great Waldingfield 
4 years ago. We have enjoyed renovating our 
bungalow, which used to be part of the piggeries on 
Folly Road.

I joined the Parish Council in May 2019, after which I was thrilled to be voted 
Chairman, a position I take very seriously. I enjoy being on the Planning, Media 
and Neighbourhood Plan Committees, and work closely with Bradley our 
Community Warden, who is really supportive with the upkeep of our village. 
I’m looking forward to lots of exciting new projects in the future and hope 
that this new village website becomes a valuable resource for everybody in the 
village.

Great Waldingfield Parish Council Members

I’ve lived in Great Waldingfield for over thirty 
years and both of my children went to the village 
school where I was a School Governor. I decided to 
become a Parish Councillor because I want to protect 
everything that makes our village so special.  Making a 
Neighbourhood Plan is one of the best ways to do this 

so I have taken on the role of Chair for the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. 
I am also Vice Chair of the Parish Council and a member of the Planning Group.
Having trained as a Special Needs Teacher, I used to run a Learning Centre in Great 
Waldingfield for young people who had difficulties attending school. Now I do 
something very different; I keep alpacas and teach people how to spin, weave and 
felt using their beautiful fleece.
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Councillor Kerry Francis
Phone: 07748 570436
   
I grew up in the village and moved away in my 20s. 
I returned to the village five years ago and have 
thoroughly enjoyed being part of village life again. I 
am a mum to two teenage girls and work for the NHS 
as a lymphoedema specialist based in Colchester. I 
also enjoy being a yoga instructor in my spare time. 

I joined the Parish Council as I feel passionately about joining our Community 
together. I remember the past events in the village and hope to bring a little bit 
of that sense of unity and togetherness back to the village. I am on the events 
committee, and Chairman of the Village hall management Committee. I would 
love to organise regular community events in the village in order for us to get to 
know our neighbours better.

Councillor Roger Knight
Phone: 01787 312946

I am a retired sound engineer, latterly in my career 
Head of the Sound Department at ITV’s London 
Studios on the South Bank. My wife and I moved 
from Clavering near Saffron Walden to Great 
Waldingfield in September 2016.
I was delighted to be elected onto the Parish Council 

in May 2019. As a Parish Councillor I am part of the Planning working group, 
Speed Watch Representative and Administrator Trustee of the Village Hall. I 
would like to see Great Waldingfield retain and strengthen its Suffolk village 
identity in both its character and community spirit by promoting development 
only where appropriate, and encouraging community pride in our past, present 
and future.
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Councillor Carrie Parkin
Phone: 07568 406766   
 I have lived in the village for 10 years with my family 
and love the surroundings and wonderful people. 
I own a Virtual Assistant business and as a Digital 
Projects Manager I felt I could help how we engage, 
communicate and share the love for our village in a 
modern way. 
I am really community minded and recently had an 
interest in joining the Parish Council to be able to offer 

up my skills and passion for communication and wellbeing. Since becoming a Parish 
Councillor, I have been lucky enough to join the Events and Media Committees and 
am Vice Chair of the Village Hall Management Committee.  
 

Councillor Linda Rushton
Phone: 07767 610199
I was born in Romford and worked at North Thames 
Gas and Ford Motor Company until becoming a full 
time mum in 1989. My husband and I have had a 
cottage near the church for nearly 30 years and my 
mum lives in Bantocks Road.
I have been a Parish Councillor for over five years, 
and have been a member of the Neighbourhood 

Plan Steering Group since day one. My interests are Heritage, Conservation and 
Farming. I am a life member of the National Trust, English Heritage and Historical 
Royal Palaces. I have three grown up children and three grandchildren and would 
like to conserve Great Waldingfield as a beautiful place to live.

Sue Clements (Parish Clerk)
Phone: 07922 336386     
I have worked in local government since 2000, 
before that I worked in a building society where I 
progressed to Branch Manager prior to maternity leave 
in 1993. I then held various Volunteer roles within 
the community. When resuming a new career, I first 
started working part-time at a Town Council. I have 
various professional qualifications and experience in 
the banking/financial industry, project management, 

human resource management as well as first tier local authority/government – all 
of which assist me in my role serving the electorate of Great Waldingfield and the 
Parish Council.
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Great Waldingfield Village Hall

OUR condolences to family and friends of Jean Misselbrook 
on their recent sad loss. Jean was a signatory to the original 

Trust Deed for the Village Hall back in January 1996 and was an 
active Trustee until her retirement in May 2020. She will long be 
remembered for her tireless work for the hall and the village.

The redecoration of the main hall will be completed this coming 
week beginning the 12th October. It is looking crisp, clean and 
sharp in its new livery of pale grey and off white. The ageing 
florescent lights have also been changed for modern, efficient LEDs 
equivalents. In line with our policy of using local tradespersons 
where possible, the redecoration has been undertaken by 
John Baldwin Decorator Builder, the electrical inspection and 
modifications by Jayden Electrical Ltd and Covid 19 and cleaning 
requirements are supplied by Iceni Chemicals Ltd of Acton.

Bookings are gradually returning, at the moment we welcome 
Mobility Classes on Mondays, Slimming World on Tuesdays Just 
Flow Yoga Thursdays and Clubbercise on Fridays. We were pleased 
to be able to provide a serving and distribution base for the Take-
away Harvest Supper organised recently by the Church. We 
look forward to welcoming back Sudbury Pet Dog Training Club, 
when Covid 19 restrictions allow them to return to their regular 
Wednesday slot. They are our longest standing clients, having 
used the hall for their classes for the last 30 years.

For your booking phone Carrie on 07434 632715 or email 
villagehall@greatwaldingfield.uk

Roger Knight
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Jean Misselbrook
IT is with great sadness that we mark the passing of Jean Misselbrook. 

From the start of living with John and the girls in Folly Road, Jean 
got very involved in village life. She did so with enthusiasm, hard 
work and a determination to make things happen.

She was a founder member of the Bowls Club and was a Chair of 
the Club for 13 years, playing regularly up until about 4 years ago. 
She became an honorary member and presented the Misselbrook 
Cup each year, which she and John had given to the Club.

She served on the Horticultural Show Committee from 1984 until 
1995 and created some beautiful floral arrangements. Her expertise 
in flower arranging also benefitted the Church, choosing to decorate 
the pulpit for Harvest and Christmas and in the flower shows as well 
as pedestals for Sunday services. One year she wrote to Buckingham 
Palace and received a lovely vase from the Queen Mother which was 
displayed alongside her flowers.

She also chaired the Community Council which raised funds to 
build the Pavilion on the playing field used by sports teams.

Jean was a Church warden for many years and a regular worshipper 
in the village church. Her faith was very important to her and she 
would be up and ready for the 8.00 service whatever the weather. 
She and John used to organise the visits of the American airmen who 
served here during the war. They came back every 2 or 3 years and 
had a service in the Church. Each Remembrance Sunday she would 
lay a wreath in memory of those who were stationed here during the 
war.

For some years you would find her behind the counter at the village 
shop and Post Office, always with a smile and showing interest in 
people’s lives and listening while she served the customers.

She was Chair of the School Governors for many years as well 
and interviewed several Heads and staff. She was very proud of the 
village school and there was a Misselbrook cup awarded. She was 
keen to encourage youngsters to reach their full potential.

Up until the end she also was a serving member of the Parish 
Council and acted with integrity on behalf of the village residents.

We have lost a friend to many, a stalwart of village organisations 
and someone we were proud to be associated with who had the best 
interests of Great Waldingfield at heart.

Rest in peace!
Reverend Faith
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Hedgehogs

After spending most of my life in east London I’ve had 
restricted access to NATURE . So it may be a surprise to some 
of you folk that I’ve never seen a three dimensional hedgehog 
before. I’ve seen plenty of the two dimensional variety but 
they never came across as cute cuddly little creatures. In fact 
they never came across at all. Therefore they were not at the 
forefront of my mind when we were trying to identify these 
strange little dark droppings that started to appear in our 
garden. Even though our hostas remained almost hole free 
for the summer we still did not consider hedgehogs as the 
culprits as we could not believe they were agile enough to 
limbo under the back gate. But ... revelations! One moonlit 
night we spied Mildred. (We’re sure it was a female as it 
wiggled).

With very little hedgehog food in the house (very amiss of 
us) we offered strawberries. Not impressed. Then a tin of dog 
food. Equally unimpressed although the neighbourhood cats 
seem to have a good sense of smell. Then finally hedgehog 
food from the garden centre. That’s it. She loves it. 

And so does George. A little bit bigger and a definite 
swagger when he walks.

So now it’s a regular nightly visit from the pair of them 
until last night when Spike turned up. (Apologies for lack of 
imagination)

So I’ve gone from zero hedgehogs to three. They have their 
own purpose built rustic home for November if they need it 
and four or five weeks of hedgehog food to supplement the 
snails and fatten them up.

A postage stamp of a garden and three hedgehogs ... Not 
bad.

Denis Paxton, Great Waldingfield



16 17

Great Waldingfield Bowls Club

JEAN Misselbrook, who has sadly passed away, was a founder 
member of the bowls club, the Chairman for 13 years and an 

Honorary Lifetime Member. Mr and Mrs Misselbrook donated a 
cup to the club, and a competition is held each year for this.

We send our condolences to the family.
So what’s been going on the last few weeks? The bar has had 

a make over by our very own diy members, for whom we are very 
thankful for! Yet more signs have had to be printed as the COVID 
19 rules get updated, the main rule being the number of bowlers 
on the green have been reduced from 8 to 6. With this in mind 
,the men’s and ladies Captains are arranging the Anniversary 
Cup competition to be played,as this has only 4 bowlers on the 
green at any one time.There has been a good response to this.

 We had a bingo night, which was enjoyed by all that attended. 
We now intend, unless any new rules affect us, to have a quiz or 
call my bluff night.

New members both social and bowling are welcome. Contact 
number on the cover of the magazine.

Eddie Harris, a previous Chairman of  five years, sadly passed 
away on October the 11th. Eddie was a keen competitive bowler, 
and a brilliant compere at our social events.

His presence will be greatly missed.
We send our condolences to his family and friends.
     

Josephine Sparkes, Chairman
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Carols by Candlelight
in Great Waldingfield

Although we’re not allowed to sing in Church at the
moment, we still plan to celebrate Christmas!

The Carol Services will be by candlelight;
we will listen to traditional Carols on CDs sung by

choirs, and we will have the usual Readings.

As the numbers we can safely accommodate in Church
are limited, there will be two Carol Services and people

will need to book in please.
The dates and times are:

Saturday 19 December at 7.00pm
Sunday 20 December at 4.00pm

If you would like to come
please contact Revd. Caroline on:

revhallett@yahoo.co.uk or 01787 377287
by 5 December

with names and a contact phone number
(for Track and Trace),

and information about ‘bubbles’
(for seating).

All welcome!
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Remember, remember … November

NOVEMBER seems to be a month for 
remembering. On 11 November, and the 
nearest Sunday, this year 8 November, we 

remember with thanks those who have died in war in 
the service of  their country. Earlier in the month, on 
or around 2 November, the Church remembers loved 
ones who have died and gives thanks for their lives. 
And then, in a rather different vein we remember Guy 
Fawkes’ failed plot to blow up the Houses of  Parliament 
in 1605, although I think this has much more to do with bonfires and 
fireworks than any serious remembering!

Remembering is important to us; important because it helps us to 
celebrate events we have enjoyed, people we value, and things we have 
learnt from. For many older people memories keep them going, especially 
when things are difficult.

I wonder what you will remember about 2020? What will you tell your 
children, and your grandchildren? I hope that alongside the difficulties you 
will have stories to tell about how people supported and helped each other, 
and perhaps what you learnt about priorities and what really makes life 
worthwhile.

In the Bible, the Psalms often refer to God 
as being like a Rock, and when his people were 
in trouble, and turned back to Him they re-
discovered that Him as the Rock on which they 
were safe from the storms of  life. God is still a 
Rock for all who choose to depend on Him.

Jesus picked up the theme when he told a story 
about two men; one built his house on rock and 
one built on sand. Needless to say the house on 
the rock stood firm and the one on the sand fell 
flat! Jesus is like the Rock and he longs for us to 
build our lives on him. 

.
Reverend Caroline
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THE CHURCH OF ST LAWRENCE

Rector
Revd. Caroline Hallett
The Vicarage, Melford Road, Acton CO10 0BA 01787 377287 revhallett@yahoo.co.uk
Curate
Revd. Faith Marsden
4 Chapel Close, Great Waldingfield CO10 0UB 01787 312002 femarsden@hotmail.co.uk
Reader (who leads services and preaches)
Gerry Higginson 1 Box Cottage, Barrow Hill, Acton CO10 0BW 01787 378047 
gerry.higginson6491@gmail.com
Lay Elders (who visit people and provide pastoral care)
Edna Allen 46 Heath Estate, Great Waldingfield CO10 0TZ edna.p.allen@btinternet.com
Lyn Culham 1 Chestnut Cottages, 32 Folly Road, Great Waldingfield CO10 0RR 01787 
313716 lyn.culham@googlemail.com
Pam Eggby 2 Chestnut Cottages, 34 Folly Road, Great Waldingfield CO10 0RR 01787 
371093 pameggby@gmail.com
Brenda Gardner 9 Gotsfield Close, Acton CO10 0AS 01787 374576 
brenda.gardner1@outlook.com
Churchwarden
Norma Chambers 5 Brandeston Close, Great Waldingfield CO10 0XY 01787 370117 
normaanddavid1@outlook.com
Deputy Churchwardens
Karen Hayward 38 Bantocks Road, Great Waldingfield CO10 0RT 01787 313544 
karen.a.hayward@gmail.com
Greg Stow 01787 376229
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Church Services in Acton and Great Waldingfield November 2020
 

Date Church Time Service 

1 November Acton 9.30am All Saints Holy Communion 

 Great Waldingfield 11.00am Family Service 

8 November Acton  10.45am * Remembrance Day Service 

 Great Waldingfield  10.45am * Remembrance Day Service 

15 November Great Waldingfield 10.30am Family Communion  

22 November Acton  10.30am Family Communion 

29 November Great Waldingfield 10.30am Family Communion  
  
Arrangements for Sunday Services
Most of the services in November will take place on alternate Sundays in the two churches.
Hand sanitiser is used as people come into and leave church, and we are expected to wear face 
coverings unless leading, preaching etc, under 11 years old, or have a medical or other condition 
which would make that difficult. We observe the 2 metres distancing rule (unless people are 
members of the same household).
We listen to hymns on CDs sung by choirs because we are not allowed to sing.

Communion Services
People receive only the bread at Communion (so there is no sharing of the cup of wine), and it is 
administered to people where they are sitting so no-one needs to move around during the service.

Remembrance Day 8 November
We will have services in both churches, and the above arrangements will be observed.
Wreaths will be laid at the War Memorials, but there will be no procession and people will be 
asked to stay in their places rather than move to the War Memorials.


