
GREAT WALDINGFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on  
Monday 14th September 2020 at 7.30pm Virtual/Remote Meeting via Zoom Platform 

 

1    
Signed -Chairman…………………………………………………………………………….Date…………………………………… 

 

Present: Parish Councillors: Baldwin (Chairman), Francis, Kiely (Vice Chairman), 
Knight, Parkin, and Rushton. 

In Attendance:  Mrs S Clements (Parish Clerk), District Councillors Arthey and Maybury, 
County Councillor Spence and Four Members of the Public. 

1. Welcome and Apologies for Absence for Approval – The Chairman welcomed all those to 
the Meeting.  
 

2. Declarations of Interests – The following declarations of interest were made: 
 

Name of Councillor 
 

Details of Interest Minute Number 

Councillor Rushton Spouse of IT Contractor 13 

 
3. Minutes of the last full Parish Council Meeting held on the 10th August 2020 – The 

Council received, considered, and approved the Minutes following the vote. (Proposed by 
Councillor Kiely and seconded by Councillor Knight). (Copy in Minute Book).  

 
4. Update/Matters Arising from Previous Minutes held on the 10th August 2020 – There 

were no updates or matters arising.  
 

5. Public Forum – A representative from the Bowls Club spoke about the proposal to organise 
a car boot sale. Sunday 27th September 2020 was proposed but due to a license being a 
possible requirement via the District Council’s Licensing department, then there may be 
insufficient time for this event to take place on the 27th September. It was noted that traffic 
from the business units will not be an issue on a Sunday as the units are closed.  

 

The Headteacher from the Primary School thanked the Parish Council for its assistance and 
support during COVID-19 and in particular during the early days. Shared community use 
relating to the playing field was noted and the position outside of School hours because of 
safeguarding requirements. The Council noted that the School may now be aware of where 
the original feed for the water supply for The Pavilion which was disconnected in 2015 is. 
Safeguarding issues were noted if the School uses The Pavilion in conjunction with the 
Community. The Council agreed that a Meeting will be set up with the School in due course 
to discuss the use of The Pavilion such that the local community can use the facility as well 
as the School. The Headteacher advised that the School may be able to assist the Council 
with funding towards the cost of getting The Pavilion in a fit for purpose and usable condition.  
 
The Headteacher left the Meeting at this point. 

 
6. County and District Councillors Reports – The written report received from County 

Councillor Spence for August 2020 was received and noted. The report included information 
about the Lowestoft third crossing/bridge, Preparations for County Council School Travel for 
the new school term, COVID-19 arrangements and Schools, the A140 improvement scheme 
near Eye, Delicious Food children drawing competition and winners announced, Remember 
75 years of VJ Day, Suffolk Highways celebrates its 1,000th resurfaced mile, Free Cycling 
sessions for Suffolk people and the Bikeability scheme, the Apprentices Scheme and £1,000 
business grants and Movement associated with Mental Health.  
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County Councillor Spence advised Councillors that there are still some outstanding matters 
for the First Friends Nursery and the County Councillor Locality Budget application where the 
deadline is nearing He advised that unfortunately the No Through Road signage for Green 
Acre was declined by Suffolk Highways and that the County Council will be considering its 
response to the Government White Paper regarding the proposed amalgamations and 
changes in local government for the future.  
 
County Councillor Spence left the Meeting at this point. 

 
The written report received from District Councillor Maybury was received and noted. The 
report included information about Littering and Fly Tipping in Acton, Little Waldingfield and 
the Asset of Community Value (ACV) application for the public house, the Innovation Awards 
2020, Shopping Locally, Funding to install Solar Carports up to £800,000 in the District, 
Parking in the District, the Public Realm Initiative to go to Cabinet and a new contract for 
grounds maintenance, street cleaning and emptying of litter and dog bins.  
 
District Councillor Maybury reported on her attendance at the recent Chilton Woods working 
party where surrounding Villages have the opportunity to attend and contribute. She 
commented on her concerns about some of the infrastructure for the scheme, noise levels, 
and HGV traffic. The working party Meetings will be held each month and District Councillor 
Maybury suggested that the Parish Council should send a representative to attend, but also 
that she would raise any matters on behalf of the Parish Council. Councillors thanked District 
Councillor Maybury for her work and the time expended regarding this large development.  

 
The written report received from District Councillor Arthey was received and noted. The 
written report included information about the Composting Event on Saturday 19th September 
from 9am – 12 noon at Babergh District Council’s old offices, Bridge Street, Hadleigh where 
up to 2 free bags of compost can be collected by residents at this socially distanced 
community event, that the Kingfisher Leisure Swimming Pool/Centre has reopened, the new 
Pool/Centre at Hadleigh is due to open in November 2020 and that the District Council will be 
responding to the proposed changes to the current planning system and the White Paper – 
“Planning for the Future”. 
 
Councillor Rushton asked if District Councillor Arthey could please ask for an update on the 
Crinkle Crankle Wall from the relevant District Council Officer.  

 
7. Routine Correspondence Circulated – The following matters were raised: 

a) CPRE – Campaign to Protect Rural England – Via SPS (Suffolk Preservation Society) - 
Councillor Kiely made reference to the petition and encouraged all Councillors to look at 
the details and sign. The Council raised its concerns about the future of planning and 
development and how this may look in the future. 

b) Grass Cutting – Councillor Baldwin advised that she has been approached by residents 
about the grass cutting around the Village. She was concerned that it is not always clear 
who is responsible for some of the land, i.e. the District or County Council and also 
housing associations. A discussion ensued about some other issues including two signs 
which have fallen - but have been reported. The Council allowed District Councillors 
Arthey and Maybury to speak at this point. District Councillor Maybury kindly agreed to 
arrange for a list of all areas covered by the District Council. District Councillor Arthey 
referred back to the maps that he had previously distributed to the Parish Council 
regarding the areas covered by the District Council.  
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8. Councillors External Meetings & Training Courses – Councillor Baldwin, Kiely and Knight 

reported on a Site Meeting with the Bowls Club and also, Planning webinar training via SALC 
(Suffolk Association of Local Councils).  
 

9. Planning and Development – 
a. Planning Applications: 

• DC/20/03435 – 105 Folly Road – Erection of singe storey front and rear extensions – 
Following the vote, the Council recommended supporting this application. It noted that the 
host property has been extensively added to in the past, the current footprint being more 
than twice the size of the original cottage. A visit to the site revealed that there is a further 
extension to the rear of the property, attached to the existing utility room, which is not 
clearly shown on the submitted plans. It appears to be only part finished. The proposed 
addition to the rear, the study will not be visible from neighbouring properties, nor from Folly 
road. The extension to the front elevation, which faces Folly Road is, at 5m2 a substantial 
structure, which the Council feel would be less obtrusive with a rendered finish rather than 
the specified cladding. In principle the Council supports the application, but questions the 
detail i.e. cladding and window choice. Most of the other properties in this part of Folly 
Road have undergone substantial changes and this application is seen by the Council as a 
further part of this process. The Council therefore, supports the application with the 
reservations stated. (Proposed by Councillor Knight and seconded by Councillor Kiely).  

• The following applications received after the agenda: 

• DC/20/03695 – 22 Heath Estate – Erection of side and rear extensions. 

• DC/20/03713 – Brandeston Hall, Lavenham Hall – Erection of a single storey extension. 

Construction of brick wall and patio. 

• DC/20/03714 - Brandeston Hall, Lavenham Hall – Listed Building Consent - Erection of 

a single storey extension. Construction of brick wall and patio. 

• DC/20/03894 and DC/20/03895 – Moreves Barn, Badley Road – Internal alterations to 

facilitate the change of use to the dwelling as per the full schedule of works – (full 

application and LBC – listed building consent). 

• The above four planning applications will be dealt with by the Planning working group in 

order to meet the timescales set out by the LPA and will then be ratified at the next 

Meeting. This was agreed following the vote. (Proposed by Councillor Knight and 

seconded by Councillor Kiely).  

b. Planning Decisions/Matters – The following decision notices were received and noted: 
 

• DC/20/02757 – Garrison Cottage, Garrison Lane – Construction of garden pond and 

erection of greenhouse – The Council noted that the LPA has approved this application. 

• DC/20/02933 – 10 Chapel Close – Erection of single storey rear extension and two 

storey side extension (following demolition of existing conservatory) – The Council noted 

that the LPA has approved this application.  

 

10. Clerk and RFO (Responsible Financial Officer) Matters 
a. Schedule of Accounts for Payment – The Council received, considered, and agreed 

payments in the sum of £2,313.10. following the vote.  
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(Proposed by Councillor Francis and seconded by Councillor Parkin). (Copies in Minute 
Book).  

b. COVID -19 – Councillor Parkin advised that the Good Neighbour Scheme will be working 
with the Church in the future for any further work under the scheme. 

• Good Neighbour Scheme– See above. 

• Any other COVID-19 matters – There were no other matters. 
c. Bank Reconciliation – August 2020 – The Council received, considered, and agreed this 

following the vote. (Proposed by Councillor Kiely and seconded by Councillor Parkin).  
d. Councillor Phone – Following the vote, (proposed by Councillor Rushton and seconded 

by Councillor Kiely), it was agreed that Councillor Baldwin can purchase a second hand i-
phone 6 for approximately £70.00 in order for Councillor Baldwin to manage her Parish 
Council work separately from her personal phone and emails.  

e. External Audit – The Council received and noted completion of AGAR (Annual 
Governance and Accountability Return) and External Auditor Certificate. The Council 
agreed with this Certificate following the vote. (Proposed by Councillor Kiely and 
seconded by Councillor Knight).  

f.    Urgent Finance Matters – There were no urgent matters.  
 

11. Playing Field, Ten Trees Road /Other Parish Council Assets: 
a. Playing Fields  

➢ Play Equipment 

❖ Written Risk Assessment Report – The verbal report from Councillor 

Rushton with Councillor Kiely was received and noted. All is in order with 

the equipment albeit some items were squeaky.  

❖ Playing Fields General – The playing field is no longer needed by the 

Primary School for Staff car parking.  

b. Queens Diamond Jubilee Garden (QDJ) – Due to no water being in place on the site, it 
was agreed to defer the discussion relating to laying turf until the next Meeting when 
more may be known about getting a water supply reinstated in this area.  

c. Pavilion –  
➢ The Council discussed this important Village asset. Following the vote, it was 

agreed that a working group be set up with Parish Councillors in order to discuss in 
more detail the various options, issues, costs and to establish proposals for the full 
Council to consider so that the best interests of the Village Community with the 
Primary School are served. Thereafter, the Council will meet with the School and a 
separate working group will be arranged.  

➢ The Council noted that the grant submitted via the District Council has been 

successful and £10,000 has been awarded.  

 

At this point the Council agreed for District Councillor Arthey to speak for a short 

period. District Councillor Arthey confirmed that this grant does not specifically have to 

used by the Parish Council for The Pavilion.  

d. Bowls Club –  

➢ The Council noted the Bowls Club’s pot-hole complaints. However, the 

Council’s contractor and representatives from the Council have met on site and 

they could not see any issues with any large pot-holes.  
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The area near to the bottle bank on the site was noted where it was felt that this 

surface could be levelled. However, it is the Bowls Club who have organised the 

bottle bank and receive funding for the recycled glass. The shared access road 

area is used by the Bowls Club and the industrial units are not owned by Suffolk 

County Council. It was felt that more research is needed about this area where the 

Parish Council has in the past paid to patch up the larger pot-holes but that the 

owner of the road should be approached and the other users for future patching up 

of the area and financial contributions. More limited usage of HGV vehicles at this 

entry point would assist the road surface. 

➢ Referee Request for the Club for a grant application – The Council noted that 

the Bowls Club grant is for a ramp and lighting. This request was agreed 

following the vote. (Proposed by Councillor Kiely and seconded by Councillor 

Knight). Councillor Parkin was pleased to report that the Village Hall 

Management Committee is working in community partnership with the Bowls 

Club, such that if the Village Hall cannot accommodate any hirers, that they are 

referred to the Bowls Club to see if the Club can assist.  

 

One Member of the Public left the Meeting at this point. 

e. Assets Transfers (District and County Councils) –  
❖ District Council – The Council noted that the Clerk is still awaiting a 

response from the relevant Officer. The Council is aware of the changes 
with the District Council’s Officers and also, its Public Realm department.  

❖ County Council– The Council received a brief update from Councillor Kiely 
following the Meeting with the relevant County Council’s Senior Officer on 
the 3rd September 2020. The notes of the Meeting were also received and 
noted, including the County Council’s financial contribution of up to £2,000 
towards a suitable footway access at the Ten Tree Road site. The Parish 
Council would not wish to take on the tree band and the County Council has 
indicated that it would wish to maintain a manageable piece of land after the 
asset transfer. The Clerk advised that a response is still awaited from the 
County Council’s Property department relevant Senior Officer about the 
Parish Council’s proposals for the site boundaries in order to start a 
dialogue about the boundaries of the land and asset transfer. The Clerk will 
follow this up. 

 
12. Community Warden Scheme – Councillor Baldwin advised the Council that the Community 

Warden Team are back to doing the additional hours (reduced during the early days of COVID-19 
and Lockdown). Details have been shared on the Parish Council’s Facebook page and the Great 
Waldingfield Facebook page regarding recruitment by the Community Warden Team’s to appoint 
an Apprentice. Councillors discussed various areas around the Village to bring to the Community 
Warden Team’s attention, including a continuation of the areas identified when the Council 
consulted with residents and asked for feedback. It was noted that Rectory Road in the 
Conservation Area would benefit from some work. Also, that after the extensive work at Folly Road, 
this is starting to grow back again, but that the Council needs to focus on other areas identified by 
residents which have not received any attention as yet. The back of Bantocks Road has some fly 
tipping again and the railings and public spaces and alleyways need attention.  
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13. New Website – Councillor Rushton left the Meeting just for the above item. She has declared a 
pecuniary interest as detailed in Minute Number 2 above. 
District Councillor Maybury left the Meeting at this point. 
 

a. Old Website – The Council agreed following the vote to arrange to close this site down. 
(Proposed by Councillor Parkin and seconded by Councillor Kiely). 

b. New Website – The Council noted that training will be organised for Councillors Baldwin, 
Parkin and the Clerk. Further information may be added for the Village Hal area of the site. 
Councillor Rushton returned to the Meeting. 
 

14. *Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee – The Council received a written report and verbal 
update from Councillor Kiely. Councillors noted that over 65% of households completed at least one 
survey with 700 surveys completed. An amazing response has been received from the Committee’s 
supporters with fourteen volunteers inputting each survey online. The time expended by the 
volunteers is very much appreciated. The adult winner and children prizes have been announced 
and a thank you leaflet will go out to every house in the Village as the Parish Magazine is not 
currently being published during COVID-19. A Steering Group Meeting was held on the 24th August 
2020 with the consultant. The consultant has been assisting the Committee to decide which pieces 
of evidence are now needed as well as the next steps. Once the results of the survey have been 
established, the Committee will ensure that the Neighbourhood Plan’s objectives are in conjunction 
with what the Village would like and then the policies within the Plan will then begin to be 
formulated.  Following the vote, (proposed by Councillor Knight and seconded by Councillor 
Baldwin), it was agreed that the Steering Committee could purchase 5 packs of Crayola pens at 
£24.95 for the children who took part. 
 

15. *CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) Working Party –The Council noted that the requirements 
of our residents will be evident once the survey data has been uploaded by the Neighbourhood 
Plan Steering Committee volunteers. However, what is quite evident already is that residents would 
like to see more benches around the Village. It was agreed that Councillors will give potential sites 
more thought in readiness for the next Meeting. The Council noted that for any land which is not 
owned by the Parish Council, owners consent (District and County Councils) would need to be 
obtained because of grounds maintenance and also visibility and obstructions on public footways 
and near to the public highway. Councillors considered that Cromwell Fields would be one good 
potential site. 
 

16. Events Committee – The Council noted that due to COVID-19 no events have been planned. 
However, the Committee may be able to assist the Bowls Club with their car boot sale.  
 

17. Co-option of Parish Councillors (Casual Vacancies) – It was agreed that a leaflet will be 
compiled and delivered to each house in the Village in order to make this process as fair, open and 
transparent as possible. The leaflet will also include details about the Neighbourhood Plan and also 
any Neighbourhood Watch Scheme and any other information including the newly structured 
Village Hall Management Committee and Village Hall.  

 

18. Meetings-  
a) Date of Next Meeting - Monday 12th October 2020 – 7.30pm via the Zoom 

platform – This was noted.  
b) Schedule of Meetings for 2021 – The Council received, considered, and 

agreed the Schedule including not holding a Meeting in August, following 
the vote. (Proposed by Councillor Kiely and seconded by Councillor 
Parkin).  
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One Member of the Public joined the Meeting at this point. 
 

19. Community Speedwatch Scheme (CSW) Equipment – Following the vote, (proposed by 
Councillor Parkin and seconded by Councillor Knight), it was agreed that Newton Parish Council 
(who are part of the Community Speedwatch Scheme) could store the equipment on behalf of the 
Scheme. This would seen sensible as Newton Parish Council is already storing the speed gun.  
 

20. Neighbourhood Watch Scheme – The Council received written and verbal information from 
Councillor Baldwin. It was noted that some landowners or tenants will add secure chains to gates at 
some of the Village access points for security. It was also noted that the Neighbourhood Watch is 
the most successful crime initiative and can help communities, that the Neighbourhood Watch 
Network provides strategic direction for Neighbourhood Watch. Suffolk Neighbourhood Watch 
Association are one of 43 Neighbourhood Watch associations and are independent (voluntary) 
groups that work in partnership with the Neighbourhood Watch Network. The Association assists 
with resources, tools, and support. Following a discussion and the vote, (proposed by Councillor 
Knight and seconded by Councillor Kiely), it was agreed to pay the one-off £50 donation and that 
Councillor Baldwin will lead with promoting the scheme in the Village and ask other residents to 
support and assist with this.  
 

21. Resolution to Exclude the Public and the Press – The Public Bodies S.1 (2) (Admission to 
Meetings Act 1960) and the Local Government Act 1972 ss 100 and 102 (amended 2014). The 
Council considered and agreed to exclude the Public following the vote, since publicity would 
legally prejudice commercial sensitivity and confidentiality. (Proposed by Councillor Baldwin and 
seconded by Councillor Parkin).  

 

The two remaining Members of the Public left the Meeting at this point. 
 

22. Confidential Minutes of the last full Parish Council Meeting held on the 10th August 2020 – 
The Council is asked to receive, consider, and approve the Confidential Minutes following the 10th 
August 2020 Meeting. 

 

23. Update/Matters Arising from Confidential Minutes held on the 10th August 2020 – The Council 
is asked to note any updates.  

 

24. ICO (Information Commissioner Office – The Council is asked to receive, consider, and agree 
the response.  

 
25. Local Government Pay Agreement – The Council is asked to receive, consider, and agree the 

NJC (National Joint Council) pay award in the normal way, (backdated to April 2020).  

 
The Meeting closed to facilitate the closed part of the agenda.  


