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District Councillor Report July 2020 

 

The Cabinet and Political Leaders agreed for the district to become carbon 

neutral by 2030.  A tall order, but hopefully we will succeed by using 

measures to eliminate poor usage of energy and encourage the use of 

greener credentials such as walking and cycling (if residents are able) for 

short journeys.  On this matter I have strongly objected to a proposed gas 

fired electric storage facility at Church Field, Chilton which does not meet the 

above credentials and would add to pollution through the air, possibly 

through water courses, through noise, through vibration and possibly 

through light pollution too. 

The Cabinet have agreed in investigating a £180,000 scheme for CCTV in both 

Sudbury and Hadleigh which would need capital spending from the central 

CIL pot. 

I shall be hearing from a deputation from the taxi trade regarding the recent 

Licensing Committee approval of an increase in taxi fares.  I did not agree to 

this approval as I believed the committee had had little briefing and 

information from our Officers to make an informed decision.  Unfortunately, 

the decision passed on a majority vote only as several of us disagreed with 

the Officer suggestion.  Due to lobbying from the Taxi Trade this fare increase 

will have to be heard again. 

Sudbury has lost the partnership for the development of a hotel at Belle Vue 

after the partner withdrew from it.  Sudbury has a Covid19 traffic and 

pedestrian system within the town and I would urge all to use face coverings 

when entering shops, pharmacies, banks, etc to keep themselves and others 

protected. 

I was pleased to be able to help your Chairman with the issues of food health 

safety at the shop and I understand that the owner has now been spoken to 

by Officers. 

I would like to thank the parish council and other village volunteers for their 

efforts in pulling together information for the Neighbourhood Plan.  It is 

interesting to point out that two recent planning applications at Lawshall and 

Elmsett were refused at appeal due to the planning not fitting into their 

respective local parish Neighbourhood Plans. 
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Within the Ward generally: 

• Acton has a new parish council Chairman  

• Chilton is fighting against the gas fired electric storage facility as I have 

previously mentioned and there appears to be some halt on Chilton 

Woods  

• I have had a reply to my complaint to SCC Cabinet Member for 

Highways regarding the resurfacing of the B1115 at Chilton which is 

now being dug up for the gas connection.  I have pointed out that 

heavy traffic use this road and the repairs may not last long as is 

evident from last winter when the road had to be closed for several 

nights to undertake major repairs.  Cllr Reid is looking into the long- 

term use and condition of the road.  I await a further reply from him, 

however, I do thank him for his initial reply. 

• Little Waldingfield have their pre-application consultation document 

out for their Neighbourhood Plan 

• Cockfield are adding to their resident numbers with two 

developments, one currently under construction at Jefferson’s Place 

and the other at the Plough and Fleece which has outline permission 

only.   

• Lavenham are considering a 20mph limit through the village and have a 

development under construction at Howletts Garage on Melford Road 

plus there have been tentative approaches for other sites within the 

village, some within the suggested sites of the JLP and some not. 

• Lavenham had considerable issues and frustration with their road and 

pedestrian Covid 19 restrictions which resulted in an apology (of sorts) 

from SCC for their mistaking the plan and erecting plastic barriers 

which were not ordered.  All’s well that ends well, as the saying goes. 

• Lavenham also endued social distancing issues at one of the local 

hostelries but this was resolved after the landlord was spoken to. 

• Some of the Lavenham hostelries now have temporary permission to 

use outside space, which is being closely monitored for any 

misdemeanours.  

The extreme increases of development within this Ward and the adjacent 

Ward are giving me cause for concern, which is, that our infrastructure will 

not take the influx of people, families and need, whether this be personal or 

social support, health, education, special needs housing or economic delivery 
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such as jobs and businesses.  I feel we must all be vigilant to the needs of our 

local area and make those needs known. 

 

Cllr Margaret Maybury 10th July 2020 

 

 

 

 


