
District Councillor Margaret Maybury August 2020 Report to Parish Council 
 
I have put some topics together which may be of interest to the parish council. 
 
August has tried to be a quieter month at the District Council, although I still seem to be rather 
busy.  However, I did manage a short break away. 
 
Interesting topics I have noted recently are: 

• Littering and fly tipping seems to be on a resurgence.  Bags of rubbish have been dumped 
outside a neighbour’s house within Acton where a recent bereavement occurred which has 
led to an outpouring of help and support for the family.  Here we have the unreasonable 
culprits but the amazing trail of help from others.  I hope the culprits are ashamed of 
themselves. 
Lavenham, I know had a spate of it around the recycling bins at Church Street which was 
removed, but I hope this has now stopped. 

• To save an amenity, the parish council at Little Waldingfield have again listed the closed 
public house as an asset of community value. 

• The Chilton Woods development has been sold to Taylor Wimpey and a working group has 
been formed from District Councillors and parish councillors to facilitate this large 
development and it hopes to meet sometime next week.  I am part of this group. 

• I have found it strange that the BDC emerging needs fund will not help out our 
organisations, societies, etc for re-opening after Covid19 closure if the organisation was 
successful at securing a business grant during lockdown.  I am pursuing this. 

Business awards have been inaugurated for Babergh businesses and I hope to see nominations 
from the Ward: Business innovation to be celebrated at new awards event.   

Forward thinking businesses, large and small, are being invited to enter the 
inaugural Innovation Awards 2020, being run by Babergh and Mid Suffolk District 
Councils. 

• Shopping local could provide lasting impact on the high street 

• High Streets across Babergh and Mid Suffolk could benefit from almost 
£19m of additional income over the next 6 months, if all adults spent an extra 
£5 by shopping local every week. 

• Babergh and Mid Suffolk receive Government funding to install solar 
carports 
Environmentally-friendly initiatives across Babergh and Mid Suffolk, 
including electricity micro-generation and solar storage carports, received a 
major boost last month, with government matched funding of up to 
£800,000. 

• As members we received an interesting briefing on economic development 
which prompted me to have a say on the parking at Sudbury’s Market Hill, 
which although commendable in its thinking appears to be holding residents 
back from safely visiting the town to shop.  Lavenham has managed a way 
to welcome visitors and shoppers without curtailing so much space.  My 
recent visit to Devon also had me noting how towns were accommodating 
self-distancing with economic delivery.  To refer back to Sudbury, I was 
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concerned at traffic/pedestrian safety as pedestrians appeared to have a 
false sense of security in crossing the road in front of cars which were still 
moving at a pace along the highway.  The large amount of removed car 
parking also appeared to be affecting the town’s economy too.  I am hoping 
residents will comment on how they feel about the market hill in Sudbury so 
a more refined system can be implemented which benefits residents, 
businesses, and the local economy. 

• BDC are currently compiling a Public Realm initiative which will shortly go 
before the Cabinet.  This has occurred as the current contract for services 
with IdVerde which includes grass cutting, street cleansing, litter and dog 
bin emptying, etc is coming to an end.  IdVerde have had the contract for a 
number of years and we have to find a new way of delivering these services 
to our residents.   
 

 
With kind regards, 
 
Margaret Maybury 
Member for Lavenham Ward 
Genesis Corner, Clay Hall Lane, Acton CO10 0AQ 
01787 464358 
 


