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Signed -Chairman…………………………………………………………………………….Date…………………………………… 

 

Present: Parish Councillors: Baldwin (Chairman), Berry, Francis, Kiely, Knight, 
Rushton, and Williams.  

In Attendance:  Mrs S Clements (Parish Clerk), District Councillor Arthey (Up to Minute 
Number 20), County Councillor Spence (Up to Minute Number 6), and Two 
Members of the Public – (One up to end of Minute Number 5 and One up to 
Minute Number 20). 

1. Welcome and Apologies for Absence for Approval – The Chairman welcomed all those to 
the Meeting. An apology for absence was received from Councillor Parkin (unwell). The 
Council offered its good wishes for a full and speedy recovery to Councillor Parkin. An 
apology was also received from District Councillor Maybury.  
 

2. Declarations of Interests – The following declarations of interest were made: 
 

Name of Councillor 
 

Details of Interest Minute Number 

Councillors Kiely and Knight 
 

DC/21/00131 – Elmwood, 
Rectory Road planning 
application as nearby 
neighbours. (Pecuniary).  
 

9.a) 

Councillors Kiely, Knight, and 
Rushton 

Conservation Area (Verges, 
Hedges and Footpaths) – as 
they live in the Conservation 
Area. (Pecuniary). 

19 

 
3. Minutes of the last full Parish Council Meeting held on the 14th December 2020 – The 

Council received, considered, and approved the Minutes following the vote. (Proposed by 
Councillor Kiely and seconded by Councillor Baldwin). (Copy in Minute Book).  

 
4. Update/Matters Arising from Previous Minutes held on the 14th December 2020 – 

Minute Number 5 – Public Forum – Following the last Meeting when a Local Farmer raised 
his concerns about fly tipping and dog fouling, the Council will put a notice about these 
issues on its Website and Facebook page.  

 

5. Public Forum – A Member of the Public wished to speak about a future planning application 
by Landex regarding a proposal for 64 bungalows in the Village and concerns about the 
public consultation during Lockdown and COVID-19. District Councillor Arthey explained that 
the Local Planning Authority (LPA) will continue with processing applications during COVID-
19 and that once the application has been received, the LPA can advise further regarding 
timescales and extensions to these. The Joint Local Development Plan will also be 
considered. 

 

One Member of the Public left at this point. 
 
6. County and District Councillors Reports – The written report from County Councillor 

Spence was received and noted. The report included information about COVID-19 
Restrictions and the Lockdown, COVID-19 Statistics, Support Payments available for those 
Self-Isolating on Low Incomes, The Suffolk 2020 Fund Projects delivering over £2.5m via the 
New Community Fund across Suffolk, including: Waste Recycling Centres, Adult Digital 
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Learning, Youth Work, Discovery Suffolk, Automated Numberplate Recognition Indicators, 
Virtual Reality Therapy, Mobile Community Care Hubs, EV-Vehicle Charging Points, Tree 
Planting and Quiet Lanes. The report also included details about the Proposed Changes to 
the Sizewell C application and the County Council’s response, updates on other areas in the 
County like the pedestrian crossing in Newmarket, Cycle Parking in Bury St Edmunds and 
Haverhill, the Recycling Centre at Haverhill, Suffolk Design; Streets Guide for new housing 
developments in Suffolk, Suffolk winning the Most Innovative Family Information Award, the 
Joint Housing Venture Company, Suffolk County Council Owning Land and new Housing 
Developments, and the New Public Health Report – the blueprint for Improving Health for 
Suffolk Residents.  

 
County Councillor Spence responded to a query relating to his written report.  
 

County Councillor Spence left the Meeting at this point. 
 

There was no written report from District Councillor Maybury. This will follow. 
 

The written report from District Councillor Arthey was received and noted. The report 

included information about further support grants for those businesses forced to close again 

in the current Lockdown. Previous claimants on the system (such as Village Halls) should 

receive the grant without having to complete new applications. Unfortunately, garden waste 

collections have had to be suspended due to COVID-19 related staff shortages. Following 

the Cabinet Meeting last week and the car parking proposals, the matter was not considered 

by Cabinet, but will go to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee on the 18th January 2021 and 

the full District Council Meeting on the 19th January 2021, before returning to the Cabinet for 

a decision on the 4th February 2021. Given the reaction from local residents’ and the 

submission of a petition, (which has to be reported to a full Council Meeting) in any event - it 

seemed sensible to extend the opportunity to all Councillors to inform the debate fully ahead 

of the Cabinet decision. Currently there is no proposal to change the arrangements for 

Lavenham’s car parks. 

District Councillor Arthey commented on Christmas Tree collections and points, including the 
local Recycling Centres.  

 
7. Routine Correspondence Circulated – The following matter was raised:  

• Missing Frog Signs – Councillor Francis raised the issue regarding the missing Frog 
Sign at Folly Road (near to the Allotments), on behalf of residents, which has been 
replaced with a Duck Sign. She advised the Council about the costs of replacement 
signage. Ideas were discussed including replacing the image of a Duck to a Frog 
Following the vote, the purchase of signage was agreed. This was proposed by 
Councillor Baldwin and seconded by Councillor Berry and up to a maximum of £65. It 
was also agreed to ask for volunteers to assist via the Website and Facebook. 

 
8. Councillors External Meetings/Courses – The Council noted that Councillor Kiely attended 

a Joint Local Plan Virtual Session on the 7th December 2020 which was organised by 
Babergh and Mid-Suffolk District Council.  

 

9. Planning and Development – 
a. Planning Applications 
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• Planning Applications from last Meeting – The Council ratified the following 
recommendations of the Planning Working Group: 

➢ DC/20/05632 – Land at Chilton Airfield, Chilton (cross-boundary) – 
Change of Use of existing hard-standing for stationing of storage 
containers and erection of 2.4m palisade perimeter fence – (Detailed 
already received) – The Council noted that this is the first incursion of 
commercial activity, apart from farming, within the perimeter road of the 
airfield and the Council would not like to see this set a president. The 
Council shares the concerns of Suffolk Wildlife Trust about the hedge 
planting in relation to the field margin and is surprised that Suffolk Wildlife 
Trust was not statutory consultee on this application. These comments 
were agreed following the vote – proposed by Councillor Rushton and 
seconded by Councillor Francis. 

➢ DC/20/05183 – Chilton Woods Mixed Development, Land North of 
Woodhall Business Park, Sudbury (cross-boundary) – Reserved Matters 
application for Phase One under Planning Permission B/15/01718 – 
(Details already received) – The Council has no comment to make on the 
technical details of this application, however consideration of the 
landscaping and ecological enhancements in a meaningful way is 
impossible until an agreed design code is in place.  
 
The Council would like to echo the concerns of Newton Parish Council 
about the lack of a construction management plan, as the impact of site 
traffic on Great Waldingfield could be considerable. 
Great Waldingfield will be one of Chilton Wood's nearest neighbours and 
it is in both our interests to create an excellent development that will 
enhance the area. Rather than making points of our own, Great 
Waldingfield gives full and unqualified support to the detailed response 
made by Chilton Parish Council (9th November 2020), including the 
vision of Chilton Woods as a woodland/garden village with its own 
character. In addition, we feel the development should have a physical 
separation from the existing dwellings in Acton Lane and on the B1115. 
This could be achieved by a belt of greenery between 5 and 15 metres 
wide to give residents a sense of place and community. It should be 
obvious on all entrances to the development that you are entering 
somewhere new and special. The Council supports the desire to create a 
beautiful place to live in and is pleased that the developer is using Great 
Waldingfield's Conservation Area as inspiration for the housing designs. 
However, in support of Chilton Parish Council's response, the Council 
believes that the developers should redraft the Design Code to address 
the valid concerns. This recommendation was agreed following the vote – 
proposed by Councillor Rushton and seconded by Councillor Francis. 

➢ Babergh and Mid-Suffolk Pre-Submission Joint Local Plan (Regulation 
19) – (Details already received) - This was agreed following the vote – 
proposed by Councillor Rushton and seconded by Councillor Francis. 

➢ Landex New Homes – Website – The Council is concerned to discover 
that this developer makes an inaccurate statement on its Website. The 
developer makes the point following its public exhibition in March 2020 
that the developer has taken on the comments made by the Council.  
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This statement is incorrect, as the Parish Council did not make any 
comments because it is remaining neutral until it receives feedback from 
residents. The Clerk will contact Landex and ask the developer to remove 
the comments from its website. (This was agreed following the vote - 
proposed by Councillor Kiely and seconded by Councillor Baldwin).  
 

• Planning Applications Received 

➢ DC/20/05805 & DC/20/05806 (Household and LBC – Listed Building Consent) – 

Babergh Hall, Acton Lane – Installation of new windows, a door, roof lights, 

fenestration change to one window, internal adaptions’ and roof maintenance as 

per Design, Access and Heritage Statement – The Council is pleased to note 

that a considerable amount of effort has been made by the owners to protect the 

heritage of this listed building. The Council recommended that the LPA’s 

Heritage Team should make a decision under the LPA’s scheme of delegation 

after liaison with Historic England. Following the vote, proposed by Councillor 

Rushton, and seconded by Councillor Francis, the Council agreed to this 

recommendation.  

• Planning Applications Received after the agenda: 

➢ DC/20/0562 - Sonnica Energy Farm - The Council is in favour of renewable 

energy in principle. The proposed site is some 36 miles distance from our Parish 

and so the Council believes that detailed comment on specific aspects is better 

left to those Parish Councils directly adjacent or affected. As a general comment, 

the project extends over vast tracts of valuable agricultural land and the Council 

is concerned at the scale, which will define the character of this entire area to the 

north of Newmarket. The fact that the proposal is considering extensive 

screening and mitigation confirms that the visual impact will be considerable. The 

battery containers, at 6m in height, will be visible for miles across. Following the 

vote, proposed by Councillor Baldwin, and seconded by Councillor Kiely, the 

Council agreed to the recommendations made by the Planning working group. 

➢ DC/21/00131 – Elmwood, Rectory Road – Erection of single storey side 

extension (to accommodate boiler and water softener) - Following the vote, 

proposed by Councillor Baldwin, and seconded by Councillor Kiely, the Council 

agreed to give Councillors Baldwin, Berry, Francis, and Williams delegated 

powers (with comments from the Planning Working Group), to meet the LPA 

timescales. This will then be ratified at the next Meeting.  

b. Planning Decisions/Appeals/Enforcement Matters – The following was noted: 

➢ DC/20/04836 – Badgers, Clay Hall Lane, Acton – (cross-boundary) – Erection of 

single storey rear extension. Erection of side extension to form utility room. Erection 

of infill extension between utility room and garage. Insertion of new roof dormer to 

second floor. Reconfiguration of skylights over stairwell.  
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Erection of Juliette balconies. (Rear bay windows to be removed) – The Council 

noted that the LPA has approved this application.  

➢ DC/20/04911 – Amen Corner, Lavenham Road, The Heath – Erection of a detached 

annexe – The Council noted that the LPA has refused this application.  

➢ DC/20/03894 and DC/20/0395/LBC (Listed Building Consent) – Moreves Barn, 

Badley Road – Change of Use of Barn from Wedding Venue to 1 No. dwelling – The 

Council noted that the LPA has approved these applications.  

➢ DC/20/05579 – Willow Cottage, Upsher Green – (TCA – Tree Conservation 

Application) – Remove 1 No. Black Poplar (as per Arboricultural Report) – The 

Council noted that no objections have been raised by the LPA for this proposal.  

 

c. Chilton Woods Development – Councillor Rushton advised that the next Working Group 

Meeting is imminent, and she asked for any comments to be emailed to her. The Council 

noted the affordable housing mix proposed for the development.  

10. Financial Matters 
a. Schedule of Accounts for Payment – The Council received, considered, and agreed 

payments in the sum of £5209.72, following the vote. (Proposed by Councillor Baldwin 
and seconded by Councillor Kiely). (Copy in Minute Book).  

b. BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2021 2022 –The Council received and considered the Budget 
and Precept for 2021-2022 and the recommendations of the working group. It was 
proposed by Councillor Williams, seconded by Councillor Knight, and RESOLVED 
following the vote that the Precept request for 1st April 2021 - 31st March 2022 period will 
be in the sum of £60,000.00 (sixty thousand pounds exactly). The necessary form for the 
District Council will now be completed, signed, and submitted accordingly.  

c. COVID -19 – Councillor Francis queried the DBS (Data Barring Service) checks for the 
volunteers who are assisting with helping the vulnerable. The Council will continue to pay 
mileage expenses etc. of volunteers if they put claims in via Councillor Francis.   

d. Bank Reconciliation – December 2020 – The Council received, considered, and agreed 
this following the vote. (Proposed by Councillor Knight and seconded by Councillor 
Williams).  

e. 3rd Quarter Finance Report – The Council received, considered, and agreed this report 
following the vote. (Proposed by Councillor Baldwin and seconded by Councillor Knight).  

f.     Councillors Checks – Financial Risk Management – The Council received, considered, 
and agreed these checks, where it is satisfied with the effectiveness of internal controls 
and audit. (Copy in Minute Book). 

g. IT Hub Laptops – The Council reviewed the IT Hub arrangement and considered the 
request from Councillor Baldwin for Councillor Berry and Jess Mason to use two of the IT 
Hub laptops and store them at their respective houses. The Council noted that a local 
contractor would charge £100 for updating the laptops. This was agreed following the 
vote. The Council noted that its insurer and Assets Register need to be updated to reflect 
these changes. Other Councillors, the Great Waldingfield Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Committee and Great Waldingfield Village Hall Management Committee were offered the 
use of the fourth laptop. The Council noted that it would cost around £1,000 for a 
designated new laptop for the Clerk. (The Council is aware that the Clerk uses one of the 
four laptops, where this was agreed by the Council some time ago). This was all agreed 
following the vote. (Proposed by Councillor Baldwin and seconded by Councillor Knight).  
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h. Deed of Declaration of Trust (revised) – Great Waldingfield Village Hall Management 
Committee and the Parish Council - The Council received, considered, and 
agreed/resolved following the vote, (proposed by Councillor Baldwin and seconded by 
Councillor Rushton), the signing of the revised Deed, subject to slight changes to the 
attached map. With regard’ to the arrangements for payments and income, it was agreed, 
(proposed by Councillor Baldwin and seconded by Councillor Rushton) that the 
Management Committee will discuss and bring back recommendations to the February 
Parish Council Meeting. The Council was pleased to note that Councillor Williams will be 
assisting the Management Committee with administration of the Village Hall.  

i.   Urgent Finance Matters – There were no urgent matters.  
 

11. Playing Field, Ten Trees Road /Other Parish Council Assets: 
a. Playing Fields  

➢ Play Equipment 

❖ Written Risk Assessment Report – The verbal update from Councillor 

Rushton was received and noted, where she is being cautious because of 

COVID-19 and raised concerns about a possible trip hazard at the slope 

near to the School. Also, the ruts on the field near the goal posts where the 

grounds maintenance contractors have already agreed to reinstate this. The 

Clerk will follow up the contractors. 

❖ Playing Fields General – There were no new updates. 

b. Queens Diamond Jubilee Garden (QDJ) – The Council noted that there are no new 
updates.  

c. Assets Transfers (District and County Councils) –  
❖ District Council – The Council noted that the Clerk is still awaiting a 

response from the relevant Officer relating to the legal transfer matters. 
❖ County Council– The Council received and considered the offer received. A 

discussion and sharing of documents took place. Following the vote, it was 
agreed to accept the latest offer made by the County Council. (Proposed by 
Councillor Kiely and seconded by Councillor Baldwin).  
 

12. Community Warden Scheme - 
a) The Council received an update from Councillor Baldwin under the SLA (Service 

Level Agreement). It was noted that just the basic agreement and SLA work is being 
undertaken due to illness within the Team. The Council wished Mr Smith a speedy 
and full recovery.  

b) With regard to the quotation for highway verge cutting works on behalf of the Parish 
Council via Suffolk County Council Highways, this will be deferred until the Team are 
back to being fully staffed.  
 

13. Website and Media – The Council noted that a meeting will be held on the tomorrow (12th January 
2021) to discuss how website uploads will be managed going forward with the new contract. 
 

14. *Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee – The Council received a written report and verbal 
update from Councillor Kiely. Councillors were pleased to note that AECOM has agreed to the 
Committee’s request for free Technical Support with Design Codes for the Neighbourhood Plan and 
a Meeting with the lead was held on the 8th January 2021.  The Steering Committee has finished 
working through the responses to the Survey and checking them against the current evidence.  
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The Committee has started to look at policies from other completed Neighbourhood Plans to get a 
better idea of what needs to put in the Plan in to fulfil the objectives. There are still some smaller 
pieces of evidence that need to be completed and then the Group will be bringing all the evidence 
together into a Master Plan showing how each piece fits into the policies as well as completing a 
timeline of all that has been completed to get the Group to this point.  The Steering Committee is 
hoping that very soon it will begin to hand over to the consultant to start drafting the Plan and the 
Group is cautiously optimistic that it may get the Neighbourhood Plan adopted this year. 
 

15. *CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) Working Party – Councillor Kiely advised the Council that 
with regard’ to seating around the Village that Councillors Francis and Parkin will be walking around 
the Village to look at different sites. Councillor Knight and Williams also have ideas. The Council 
noted the suggestion some time ago from Councillor Knight about refurbishing the Green Acre site 
with seating, signage etc. to make the area more of a Village Green. Other ideas for CIL include 
outside fitness equipment.  
 

16. Neighbourhood Watch Scheme – The Council noted that work is on hold due to COVID-19 and 
that a leaflet will be organised in due course.  

 

17. Quiet Lanes – The Council discussed the proposed allocated Quiet Lanes. It noted that the Lanes 
need to be validated and thereafter sign posts need to be purchased. It also noted that in front of 
the Church, this area broadens into two lanes and needs to be a single lane. There is a Quiet 
Lanes Meeting tonight (11th January). Potentially 6 signs may be required. Up to maximum cost of 
£1,140, with a Suffolk County Council grant of £600. The necessary leaflet will cost £69. This needs 
to be drafted, printed, and delivered. The Public consultation follows. The Council conveyed its 
thanks to the Village Quiet Lanes Coordinator, and Councillors Francis and Williams.  

 

18. Councillors Workload – The Council considered how to manage and support Councillors with 
their respective workloads. An email exchange has already taken place. It was agreed that a Zoom 
Meeting would be helpful to discuss further when Councillor Parkin is better. Councillors Baldwin 
and Kiely are currently working on a spreadsheet with suggestions for the next discussions.  
 

19. Conservation Area (Verges, Hedges & Footpaths) – The Council noted that one dwelling has not 
cut its hedge for around 10 years and this is causing an issue for the row of thatched dwellings as 
the shadow as a result of the overgrown hedge, is causing damage due to lack of light and moss. 
The Council requested that the Clerk asks the Heritage Team at the LPA to look at the hedge in 
question.  

 

District Councillor Arthey left the Meeting at this point. The remaining Member of the Public left the 
Meeting also at this point.  

 

20. Date of Next Meeting - Monday 8th February 2021 – 7.30pm via the Zoom platform. 
 

21. Resolution to Exclude the Public and the Press – The Council considered The Public Bodies 
S.1 (2) (Admission to Meetings Act 1960) and the Local Government Act 1972 ss 100 and 102 
(amended 2014). Following the vote, it was agreed to exclude the Public since publicity would 
legally prejudice commercial sensitivity and confidentiality.   

 

22. Housing Working Group –The Council is asked to consider and agree the composition of this 
group and to agree to a Meeting with CAS (Community Action Suffolk). 
 
There being no further business, the Meeting closed to allow the closed part to take place.  


