
Great Waldingfield Annual Parishioners Meeting - Chairman’s Report: 15th/3/ 2021 
 

Against the backdrop of a global pandemic, I was honored to be elected as Chairman in May 2020, 
in a surreal virtual Parish Council meeting, which has now become our norm. Covid 19 has 
affected all of our lives in extraordinary ways, and I am so proud of how our Parish Council 
responded to help our Community with the support it needed when it mattered most.  
 
Cllr Kerry Francis & Cllr Carrie Parkin were absolute champions in leading with a quick-thinking 
plan to the lockdown by creating a Whatsapp group of Parish Councilors and volunteers from 
around the village. They resourcefully shopped, collected prescriptions and supported our most 
vulnerable residents. It was a huge team effort which we are all so grateful for.  
 
Thank you to Cllr Roger Knight and Cllr Clare Kiely who continue to respond to the various 
planning applications which in its role as a statutory consultant to Babergh and Mid Suffolk District 
Council, the Parish Council has during the last year, considered 36 applications within the Parish, 
29 of which it resolved to support. The Council submitted a response to every application. We 
were invited to comment on 5 outside the parish, 3 in Chilton, 1 in Acton and 1 for the Sonica solar 
farm near Newmarket.  
 
Thankyou to Cllr Clare Kiely, Chair of Great Waldingfield Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group and 
Vice Chairman of the Parish Council, for achieving such an impressive response to the village 
survey last year. Over 65% of households responded and more than 700 individual surveys were 
returned, thanks to the 25 street champions who safely delivered and collected them. They were 
delighted to receive the first draft of their Landscape Appraisal last month, which is an extremely 
comprehensive document covering so much that is important about our beautiful local landscape.  
 
Cllr Linda Rushton has been excellent as our Parish Council representative on the Chiltern Wood 
Steering group now that Suffolk County Council has completed the sale of development land 
at Chilton Woods to developer Taylor Wimpey, allowing planning of more than 1,000 homes 
near Sudbury. We are kept up to date with the progress with regular reports from her 
webinars and correspondence. 
 
Thanks also goes to our newish Co-opted Councilors Cllr Pete Berry and Cllr Steve Williams have 
already made a difference to the workload with their interest and time on the Quiet lanes Suffolk, 
Queens Diamond Jubilee gardens and the play areas in the village. They have quickly become 
valued members of the team.  
 
A huge thankyou must also go to Cllr Roger Knight for his determination to get the village hall up 
and running after a flood which irretrievably damaged the main floor last year, spending hours of 
his time liaising with the trades to get the job done, only for it to be closed down due to Covid 19 
restrictions. He joins Cllr Francis, Cllr Parkin and Cllr Rushton as trustees for the village hall who 
are all looking forward to opening the doors to welcome in the public once again.  
 
As school Governor for Great Waldingfield Primary School I’m really looking forward to getting into 
the classroom to run some creative projects with the children, meanwhile I would like to express 
my admiration and appreciation for the way the Headteacher, Tina Hosford and her staff have 
stepped up to the challenge of keeping the children safe and secure, particularly over the last year, 
they truly deserve a medal for their courage. We enjoyed gifting each child a book and bauble 
(generously handcrafted by Anne Francis) for Christmas. The staff enjoyed a bottle of wine and 
bauble as a thankyou too.  
 
We’ve had to put a hold on the Neighbourhood Watch initiative, as it hasn’t been safe to do our 
house to house calls, but I’m looking forward to planning ahead for when restrictions are eventually 
lifted.  
 



In the last 10 months, we have instructed a solicitor Mr Robert Sainsbury from Bates, Wells and 
Braithwaite to act on our behalf on the transfer of ownership of land off Ten Trees Road, from 
Suffolk County Council. We’ve had numerous conversations regarding the future of the Pavilion, 
approved the lighting up of our Christmas tree with a whole new lighting display for this December, 
supported Branch Lines and the village woodland area. Funding was gifted to the Church last 
Christmas for food and children’s gifts for families in need. We set up a CIL (community 
infrastructure Levy) group, to discuss ways to spend our CIL money wisely. Last summer we 
commissioned a Parish Council area on the Great Waldingfield website which now showcases all 
our documentation. Our thanks and appreciation goes to our Community warden, Bradley Smith 
and his team, who have continued to be so generous with their support for our village. In addition, 
it has also been agreed to fund 5 new ‘chat’ benches to be positioned around the village, which 
I’m sure our community will appreciate and enjoy for years to come.  
 
Thank you to our District Councillors Cllr Margaret Maybury and Cllr Clive Arthey who continue to 
be a supportive presence in our zoom meetings. It is with great personal sadness that in May, we 
say farewell to our County Councillor, Colin Spence. He has generously donated money for two 
new village noticeboards from his locality budget, and has recently played a big part in instigating 
new investigations into the dreadful winter flooding of the Village Pond. Colin you are such a kind 
soul and will be missed by us all, we wish you health and happiness in your retirement.  
 
Due to Covid restrictions many of our community groups, knit & natter, horticultural society and the 
Woman’s institute have had reluctantly put plans on hold, so we look forward to seeing them again 
soon. Special thanks to Reverend Caroline Hallett and the Reverend Faith Marsden for their 
compassionate love during the last year, they graciously gave pastoral care to many families and 
the elderly in our community who really struggled during the lockdown, as the restrictions had a 
profound effect on their wellbeing.    
 
Let’s not forget George Millins who always reminds us how to protect our wildlife and amphibians, 
we have a new toad sign on Folly road to alert drivers to be more aware, especially at night. 
Thanks to the volunteers who come out with their buckets to pick up the stray toads when they 
escape from the pond. The village magazine team tried their best to produce their monthly 
publications during the lockdown, which we greatly appreciated. The bowls club has sadly been 
forced to close its doors too, we look forward to when it can open again safely and will encourage 
our community to sign up as new members, as it’s an important meeting place for our village and 
is valued by many of our senior residents.  
 
Our conscientious Clerk, Susan Clements continues to steer us through what sometimes appears 
to be, choppy waters, with her integrity, good humour and common sense. Behind the scenes Sue 
is quietly working away on our application for the local County Award Scheme, which will formalise 
our achievements as an inspiring Parish Council.  
 
Lastly, I would like to pay tribute to Jean Misselbrook who at aged 88 only retired from the Parish 
Council after 34 years of service in July last year, then sadly passed away a few months later. Her 
legacy will live on in the village as we remember everything Jean and her husband John, 
accomplished in their lifetimes. Together they made such a difference and were loved by so many 
people in the village.  
 
As our Parish Council continues to thrive, it puts the needs of our village at the heart of its decision 
making. We are all so fortunate that fellow Councillors are always nearby to support each other, 
there is much truth in the saying ‘together everyone achieves more’. Long may it continue #Stay 
safe, hang in there, better days are coming soon. Love to all. 
 
Renuka Baldwin 
Chairman Great Waldingfield Parish Council  
 
 


