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Early in 2020 we continued to have weekly services in the church, to run the Rock Solid 

Youth Club in the school, and to take school assemblies. In late January the Church 

Councils of Great Waldingfield and Acton met to look back over the previous year and 

plan for the year to come; little did we know how different that year would be! But 

before the virus took hold a good many people from the village enjoyed Afternoon Tea 

in the Village Hall (a replacement for a Christmas Dinner because everyone seemed just 

too busy then!), and a Beetle Drive. 

Then came lockdown! The Mothering Sunday Family Service was prepared so we emailed 

that out to a good number of people, and have continued to do that for each Sunday. 

We were part-way through our Lent Course, so that too was emailed to those who asked 

for it. The Parish Council set up an excellent scheme of volunteers to help people in 

their area, or to phone people who might be lonely, and we did what we could to collect 

prescriptions, provide necessities, or refer people to the Storehouse Food Bank run by 

the Vineyard Church in Sudbury. 

Reflections for Holy Week and Good Friday, and the Service for Easter Day were 

emailed or popped through people’s doors. 

In the midst of all that we finally got permission to dispose of some very dilapidated 

pews that had been removed to work on the damp south wall of the church. As soon as 

anyone was allowed into the building they were removed, and we now have a flexible 

space we have already begun to use for ‘Early Birds’, the craft activities we have for 

families before the monthly Family Service. When we are allowed to have refreshments 

again, it will provide a much better space for coffees, teas etc – we won’t have to 

balance hot drinks in pews! 

Eventually July came round, and having cleaned the church and organised things so we 

were Covid-secure, we were able to have Funerals in Church, and to re-start Sunday 

Services, which we did alternately in Great Waldingfield and Acton. 

In October, for Harvest we re-started Early Birds and the Family Service on the first 

Sunday of each month, and managed to do so for 4 consecutive months! – the relevant 

Sundays fell either side of the November lockdown, and just before the January one!  

We did a take-away Harvest Supper for about 60, bringing food from our various homes 

and assembling plates in the Village Hall. Later in the month we were able to hold a 

small (by invitation only) Thanksgiving and Remembrance Service for people who had 

lost loved ones in the previous year. We were hugely encouraged by the very generous 

gifts we received on our Annual Gift Day at the end of October – thank you to everyone 

who contributed. 

Sadly we were locked down again for Remembrance Sunday, but we opened the church 

in the afternoon, and a number of people came to reflect and remember quietly, and 

some took the opportunity to chat outside afterwards - suitably distanced. 

Christmas was a bit different – still no singing allowed! - so we listened to carols, ably 

led by Mark Saberton (at a distance!), and doubled the number of services to fit in as 

many people as we could! We also provided take-away Christmas Teas for about 50. 

We were very sad to lose Jean Misselbrook during the year; she had contributed so 

much to the village, the church and the school. We were able to have a small funeral in 

church, and I know many others lined the route from her house in tribute to her.  

We are grateful to everyone who supports the church in any way, and hope it won’t be 

too long before we’re able to run some community events again. 

Revd. Caroline Hallett, Rector 


