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Present: John Steele (Chairman), Dave Crimmin (Clerk), Colin Spence (Suffolk County 
Councillor), Bradley Smith (Community Warden) and 19 members of the public 
including 2 GWPC councillors. 

2019/01 Apologies for Absence 
Apologies received from Margaret Maybury (Babergh District Councillors), Frank Lawrenson 
(Babergh District Councillor), David Taylor and Tina Hosford. 
 
2019/02 Minutes of Meeting held on 16th April 2018 
The minutes of the meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
 
2019/03 Police Report 
No report submitted. 
 
2019/04 Community Warden Report 
Bradley Smith updated the meeting on the actions taken by the community wardens in the parish 
over the past 12 months. 
 
2019/05 Parish Council Report 
John Steele gave the Parish Council report. “We have now reached the end of another year and 
another term of office. During the last year the council has considered a number of planning 
applications many of which have been supported, some not so but Babergh’s planners have their 
own views there were not many differences. 
 
You will have heard Chilton Woods has been given planning permission with a number of reserved 
matters that will be decided at a later date, we still do not know when development will start. It will 
affect the village in some way but not in avoiding development. As you know last year the parish 
council undertook to start a Neighbourhood Plan. This was successful in starting and made some 
progress but has stalled recently; we hope it will restart again when the new council is in post. If 
there are any residents who would wish to be a part of the steering group, then please get in touch 
with the parish clerk. 
 
Great Waldingfield parish Council has set a precept of £46.500:00 which will mean a 0% increase 
in the band D Council tax for 2019/20. The speed indicator device scheme has now been operating 
for the last year, with we hope a measure of success in lowering the speed of passing traffic, we 
have not yet had nor asked for any data from the devices with which to measure how well they are 
working. We again had an event to switch on the Christmas tree lights and it was good to see 
many of you there for the switch-on, the weather was much kinder to us this time and I hope this 
made it a much more pleasurable time. I would like to thank Andrew Barlow once again for 
organising this event on behalf of the Parish Council. The Community wardens Bradley Smith and 
his team, and all those others who took part in setting up this event, a great many thanks from the 
Parish for their much-appreciated efforts and contributions. 
 
The Queens Jubilee garden is still looking impressive and continues to be used by many. I would 
like to thank those volunteers who maintain the garden for their time and efforts in keeping it 
looking as pleasant as it is. Again, a mention for George Millins who still looks after the nature area 
at the bowls club and as usual can be seen on amphibian watch during the early part of the year. 
We continue to have the footpaths cut by our own contractor six times during the year, we hope 
residents are happy with this arrangement. 
 
I would again like to take this opportunity to thank the Parish Councillors for their time and efforts 
on behalf of the Parish of Great Waldingfield, and their support for the achievements of the last 
year. I would also like to express my thanks to the many voluntary bodies in the village who 
continue to life that little bit easier and better by doing their bit. 
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Finally, I would like to express my thanks, and the thanks of the village to our County Councillor 
Colin Spence for the donations and help he has afforded us and the work he carries out on our 
behalf within the Council on our behalf. Also, our thanks to the District Councillors Margaret 
Maybury and Frank Lawrenson for their efforts on our behalf at Babergh District Council, and 
thanks to all who over the term of this Parish Council have quietly got on and done their bit.” 
 
2019/06 Report from County Councillor 
Colin Spence gave his report which highlighted the issues dealt with over the past year at Suffolk 
County Council.  “During the past year the County Council has attempted to move forward on a 
number of key major issues whilst meeting the serious continual challenges of reductions in its 
budget including: 
 

• Suffolk launches innovative new fire engine 

• Suffolk County Council to deliver 51 new affordable homes for low income families in rural 
community 

• New Leader takes the helm at Suffolk County Council 

• Suffolk’s Annual Public Health Report wins 3rd place in national competition 

• Suffolk’s tourist trade booming  

• Superfast broadband coverage continues to grow 

• Carers celebrate top accolade with ‘Outstanding’ rating from the Care Quality Commission 

• The Hold (Archives Centre) construction is underway 

• Sport and Physical Activity worth £270m a year to the Suffolk economy 

• Suffolk’s roads warming to £300,000 thermal patching technology 

• Green light to develop more specialist education placements in Suffolk  

• Suffolk wins £4.4 million for “smart” streetlighting 

• Plug In Suffolk – the UK’s First ‘Fully Open’ Electric Vehicle Charging Network 

• Suffolk County Council 2019/20 budget approved 

• Sudbury’s Chilton Woods goes up for sale 
 
Suffolk County Councillor’s Locality Fund 
 
Each Suffolk County Councillor is allocated a sum each year to support and assist with local 
projects, schemes and events within their Division. The overall reduction in the County Council’s 
budget have seen a reduction of this allocation to £8000 per annum.  I have been able to agree 
grants which will support residents within this Division who use these services this year to the 
following Organisations: 
 

• Sudbury Cricket Club (via Sudbury Town Council) – Award 

• Sudbury Town Council – Party in the Park to support Crazy Golf 

• The Christopher Centre Sudbury – purchase of 6 collapsible tables 

• Sudbury Gymnastics – New changing facilities and toilets at the Club 

• Suffolk Libraries IPS – Upgrade of CCTV for Sudbury Library 

• Rotary Club of Sudbury – Crucial Crew for young people 2019 

• Age UK – Internal redecoration at The Chilton Club Premises 

• People’s Park Preservation Association – Interpretative Board 

• School’s Parent Teacher Association to Great Waldingfield VCP School to support the 
reshaping and reducing of trees surrounding the Pond 

• Support the provision of a Friendship Bench to be placed in the School grounds  

• Provide the School’s Football Team with a new kit with the name of the School on it.” 
 
2019/07 Report from District Councillor 
No report submitted. 
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2019/08 Neighbourhood Plan 
This item was covered in the Chairman’s Report. 
 
2019/09 Parochial Church Council 
Rev Carolyn Hallett gave the following report.  “The highlight of 2018 was the ordination of Faith 
Marsden as deacon in June; we look forward to her ordination as priest in June 2019 when she’ll 
be able to take Communion Services and Weddings as well as everything else! Following the 
Service on Saturday in the cathedral, we celebrated in our own village church on Sunday with a 
well-attended service followed by lunch. We’re keeping Faith busy and very much enjoying the 
contribution she is making to our church and village community. She wrote our both our Lent 
Course, entitled ‘Who killed Jesus? Why? and our Advent Course ‘Waiting – for what?’ It’s always 
helpful to look at the events of Easter and Christmas from different angles.  
 
In late May we spent 3 days at Sizewell Hall on our annual Church Holiday; we learnt more about 
our faith in the mornings, enjoyed good food, and relaxed by the sea, actively or otherwise! 
Harvest was celebrated by a Flower Festival, and we’re grateful to all who contributed by making 
flower arrangements, and those who came to enjoy them. We had the Harvest Supper here in the 
Village Hall on Saturday Evening, and a well-attended Family Service the next morning. The 
children came to church for their Harvest Service the next day, and then helped deliver bags of 
harvest goods to some of the older people in the village. We were also able to give some to 
Storehouse, the Food Bank in Sudbury. (As an aside, I’d just like to let people know that during the 
hours they’re open the First friends Pre-School now has a bin for collecting items for the Food 
Bank, which sadly is still much needed in the area including this village.) 
 
At the beginning of November, we held our valued annual Service of Thanksgiving and 
Remembrance at which we remember loved ones who have died. Later in the month some of the 
older children came to remember the anniversary of the armistice in 1918 with members of the 
Royal British Legion; they placed crosses on the Commonwealth War Graves and then had a 
short, very moving service in church. A few days later we welcomed people to the Remembrance 
Day Service. 
 
In December we organised a Live Nativity for the younger school children, following the donkey, 
Mary and Joseph through the village, to the stable where they found the baby, and then joining 
together with the ‘wise men’ in church. The school again came to church for their Christingle 
Service on the last day of term. The Christingles tell of Jesus as the light of the world; but the 
children also contribute to the Children’s Society, a reminder that not everyone is as privileged as 
they are as they look forward to Christmas. 
 
At church we formed a choir for the Carol Services here and in Acton, and then met here to 
celebrate Jesus’ birth on Christmas Morning. It was good to welcome everyone, including some 
youngish people who’d been brought up in the village and returned to their families for Christmas. 
It’s been a busy year again, and apart from these special events, we continue with weekly services 
in the church and school assemblies, the Monday morning Pop-In, Lent Lunches and a variety of 
other events.  Our Lay Elders continue to visit and support people, although we miss Pris 
Backhouse, who moved to Sussex to be near her family; we’re grateful for her contributions to the 
church and village community. 
 
We are grateful to everyone who supports us in any way, on the gift day and through coming to our 
events, some of which help us to raise much-needed funds, both to maintain the building, and to 
support the work we do. Thank you.” 
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2019/10 Braithwaite Allotment Trust 
Rev Carolyn Hallett gave the following report.  “The Trustees met twice in 2018, the summer 
meeting being preceded by a walk round both sets of allotments, most of which were being well 
tended in spite of the long spell of dry weather! The Braithwaite Trust continues to manage the 
village allotments on Folly Road and Lavenham Road and to attend to any issues that arise.  
 
David Taylor’s offer to fill gaps in the hedge around the Folly Road allotments with suitable hedging 
plants was gratefully received. It was agreed that Branchlines would not be charged rent for their 
allotment as they made considerable contributions to the community. It was also agreed to pay the 
£225 bill for necessary maintenance of the church clock. It is with regret that we received the 
resignation of Mrs Suzanne Thompson as a Trustee.” 
 
2019/11 Friends of St Lawrence 
Rev Carolyn Hallett gave the following report.  “The Friends of St Lawrence again ran a very 
successful Plant Sale in May which raised several hundred pounds to help with the maintenance of 
the Church Building. Thanks to all who contributed to making it a success, especially Paul Ratcliffe, 
and Lesley and Audrey Cremer. Work continues on the south wall of the church, digging out a 
channel and filling it with pea shingle seems to have helped the drying out process.” 
 
2019/12 Primary School Governors 
Faith Marsden read the report submitted by Headmistress Tina Hosford.  “Great Waldingfield 
CEVC Primary School continues to grow: there are now 176 pupils on roll. Our capacity is 210. 
Currently 51% of the children come from outside our catchment area which includes Great 
Waldingfield and Little Waldingfield. However, with further new housing planned for the village this 
will undoubtedly change as the demand for school places from inside the catchment area grows. 
Our aim is to broaden the horizons of the children and prepare them for life in modern Britain. Our 
curriculum includes the physical locality and the community. 
 
Since the last report to the Parish Council the community and the school have a fenced dog free 
area for sport and play. Although it took five years to come to fruition the area is now being enjoyed 
by the children of Great Waldingfield CEVC Primary School throughout the school day and the 
community at all other times. However some members of the community continue to let their dogs 
roam unsupervised within the fenced area so advice for Suffolk County Council, who own the land, 
is that if these dog owners persist the gates will be permanently locked and anyone from the 
community wishing to use the land for an event will need to ask the school for a key. Of course, 
this would be a final resort as the school’s intention is the provision of a safe area to play sport for 
all the residents of Great Waldingfield. The planned renovations to the pavilion by the Parish 
Council will complete a much-needed sports facility for the village.  
 
There is a wealth of support for our school from the local community. We have received generous 
anonymous donations for various projects from people living in the village. Others have given their 
time; in particular Branchlines who have helped landscape the front of the school and planned 
curriculum days at the Old School Wood. The church in Great Waldingfield, the school and 
Sudbury Baptist Church came together to present iSingPop. The children learnt seven songs each 
based around a Christian value. They learnt the songs and the dance routines in just three days 
and recorded them to make our own CD – it was amazing. The best bit though was performing for 
their families in two concerts at Sudbury Baptist Church. The whole experience was so inspiring 
that the children are set to perform again, this time for the older members of the immediate 
community. This concert takes place on Thursday 4th April at 2.00pm in our school hall and 
members of the Parish Council are welcome to attend.  
 
Today the school and the community have come together again. This time for a litter pick around 
the village as part of the ‘Great British Spring Clean’. The children also took part in other ‘eco’ 
activities back at school. It is vitally important that they take responsibility in caring for the 
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environment. There is the possibility of another community project. This time in partnership with 
Active Suffolk. Active Suffolk have received funding to encourage Suffolk residents to ‘get active’. 
Not only are they working with schools to support them in making sure pupils have plenty of 
opportunity to be active during the school day but also developing existing areas within residential 
neighbourhoods. The 5.5 acres of land at Ten Trees Road that is planned to be gifted to Great 
Waldingfield Parish Council by Suffolk County Council in return for fencing the area on the playing 
field adjacent to the school would be perfect for this project. An area that large could include 
something for everyone. The whole community would get involved in much the same way as they 
worked together on the village pond; only this would be on a far grander scale. What an exciting 
prospect and certainly food for thought.” 
 
2019/13 First Friends 
No report submitted. 
 
2019/14 Village Hall 
John Steele gave the following report.” The trustees are grateful for the support that the village is 
showing with the use of the Village Hall and that bookings are still increasing.  The NHS continue 
to use the hall for one of their courses.” 
 
2019/15 WI 
Maisie Root gave the following report.  “We now have 25 members, at the beginning of the year 
some members left, but fortunately, we have several new members. Each month we have had a 
speaker, we try to alternate the subjects-some light hearted, other serious. Two of our meetings 
this year were memorable, one was a talk and video by the East Coast Truckers who take disabled 
children on outings, the other was a talk by members of 'Blood Runners' bikers who volunteer to 
take specimens to hospitals all over the country, especially at night, where it is urgently needed. A 
request was made by them for cuddly toys which our members responded to, we collected several 
bags.  
 
Once again, we had a very successful 'Soup & Natter' lunch, we are hoping to have another later in 
the year. We had a very profitable cake stall on the market, this enabled us to make a donation to 
'My Wish Heart Charity' at the West Suffolk Hospital. We had a Bric-A-Brac stall at the Horticultural 
show, items that were left we are hoping to sell at a Long Melford stall.  
 
Last year we celebrated our 100th Birthday, we had a Garden Party, and the next day in the 
evening we held a celebration in the Village Hall. A singer Antony Meyer entertained us, the 
refreshments were delicious we invited other W.I.s also several villagers attended. Everyone who 
came said how enjoyable it was. We must thank the councillors for the grant they awarded us to 
assist in the cost of the Village Hall.” 
 
2019/16 Branchlines 
Faith Marsden gave the following report on behalf of Branchlines. 
 
OLD SCHOOL WOOD 
Branchlines, as a charitable voluntary group, has managed the 3.3 acre village wood for the parish 
for 11 years since February 2008, when the land was purchased and planting began. We have run 
monthly Saturday morning volunteer working parties. People visit daily and it is used by the school 
for forest school and other educational trips.  Trees and wildlife populations continue to flourish. 
Our financing is from grants and from donations by parishioners.  
 
New Since Last Year 
The purchase of a further 2.5 acres of land was completed last July. The 0.7 acres of arable land 
linking Old School Wood to the churchyard is to be called Old School Meadow and will be a 
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meadow with an orchard. The 1.8 acres of new woodland planted in the 1980s is to be The Glades 
and will host the forest school. 
 
Routine Work 
We mowed paths and grass areas as necessary, with the generous help of local farmer, Mr. 
Cornish. We selectively cleared bramble, ragwort and other invasive plants. We dealt with minor 
litter and dog waste problems. As usual, a few broken stakes and dead trees needed replacing, for 
which we have our own tree nursery on the allotments. 
 
EVENTS 
The annual quiz was, once more, well attended and enjoyed. Our AGM was held in January with 
Robin Ford as the speaker. David Taylor was re-elected chairman, Philip Howlett treasurer. 
There was a grand public haymaking weekend in September and a hedge planting day in 
December.   
 
PLANS 
We will continue routine maintenance. New information boards. We will continue developing the 
community orchard and meadow. The Quiz is Saturday June 15th. Other events will be 
announced. Next AGM is in early 2020. 
 
NEW LAND UPDATE 
We have worked hard in The Glades over the winter, clearing away dead branches and sucker 
growth to improve access. A new gate and stile have been installed in the perimeter fence. 
On Old School Meadow, we have planted over 120m of new hedge and the first six fruit trees of 
the orchard. Mowing will start soon. It’s been good to see sheep on the adjacent field recently as 
the new landowner prepares for going organic. 
 
PARTICIPATION 
Monthly working parties attract a regular core of volunteers with several new members recently. 
This is healthy exercise in a lovely setting with room for creativity as we build a wide range of 
habitats. We had our fifth Christmas meal out together. The annual quiz usually brings around sixty 
people to an evening of entertainment and raises some funds for us. Our AGM in January is 
accompanied by a talk from a local expert; this year Robin Ford spoke about woodland flowers in 
Suffolk.  Quite a number of village people give regularly to our finances and many more have 
‘adopted a plot’ in the wood as a one-off sponsorship, sometimes in memory of a loved one. New 
plots will be available for adoption with the new land. Events are held at the wood most years, 
mainly for educational purposes, with the forest school now established. Other groups such as the 
children’s ‘WATCH’ group visit. We participate in the annual national ‘big butterfly count’ and other 
wildlife surveys.  
 
CHALLENGES 
As in other parts of the village, minor vandalism, dog fouling and litter occur despite notices and 
bins. As the trees grow, we will have to consider thinning them out. We must decide on the best 
way to do this.”  
  
2019/17 Bowls Club 
No report submitted. 
 
2019/18 Village News 
Rev Carolyn Hallett read the report provided by Pam Eggby and Sally Brinton.  “The village 
magazine as you know has been running for many years now albeit by different people. 
At present Sally Brinton and Pam Eggby have been editing for about 8 – 10 years.   They receive 
the articles on line round about the 12th of the month, check them over for spelling etc, forward 
them to Ian Kossick their computer wiz who sets up all the items on line and then forwards the 
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newly set up magazine to Dorothy Scrivener who thoroughly proof reads it.   Once everything is 
approved it is then sent on line to Stour Business Partners - the office next to the shop - for printing 
on their wonderful machine.   This takes about two days as they print approx. 753 copies.  
  
Once the printing is complete, volunteer ladies come in to the office to fold the newly printed 
magazines and, two men staple them together.   They are then put in bundles of 20 to await 
collection by the deliverers who have certain areas of the village to deliver to.    They are usually 
informed by email from the office when the magazines are ready. 
 
The back section of the magazine is full of adverts.  These are charged at very reasonable prices 
and used extensively by villagers.   This section is run very efficiently by Sarah Fensom. 
The money received from the adverts goes to pay for the paper, ink and the printing which is done 
at Stour Business Partners, and the contribution from the Parish Council is also gratefully received.  
All these people are volunteers and are an excellent team; they give freely of their time to produce 
our village magazine.  Thank you to them all. New articles and items of interest are always 
welcome.   The deadline for magazine copy is 12th of each month.” 
 
2019/19 Horticultural Committee 
Linda Lutz gave the following report.  “It has been a successful year with two well attended shows. 
On 8th September last year we held our 34th Autumn Show where despite a very difficult year for 
growing there were 270 excellent exhibits from 52 exhibitors. Who would know that we have so 
much talent in Great Waldingfield. One of the floral arrangement classes was titled "Trophy" as a 
dedication to Richard Hart who capably organised the cups and shields and is sadly missed.  
Mary Jackson presented the prizes and Chris Francis on behalf of the committee presented her 
with a hand-painted vase and flowers with heart-felt thanks for her wisdom and hard work during 
her 32 years on the show committee.  
 
New committee members are Emily Mortimer and Wendy Berry. We are grateful to Emily for 
bringing us up to date with Facebook which should help us have a greater reach in the village and 
beyond and Wendy has taken on the role of Cup and Shield monitor so will be chasing all you prize 
winners before the next show! This year's Spring Show took place on 23rd March and was one of 
the most successful both financially and in terms of exhibits. We had 171 entries and 74  
-visitors. We had a number of people visit the show from neighbouring villages and there were 
numerous comments about the quality and quantity of the exhibits and how friendly and relaxed 
our show is. One of our introductions was providing medals for winners of the children's classes 
(gold, silver and bronze). They all looked so proud when they came to collect them and I'm sure  
that they'll want to exhibit again. Thanks too to Peter Elmer and Paul Ratcliffe for their help setting 
up and with the show.  
 
The next show will be 31st August when Barry Abson will be presenting the prizes. All are welcome 
to enter. Schedules will be available from the Post Office, Bob's Stores Acton, Bowls Club, in the 
Village magazine and on Facebook.  See you there. The Jubilee garden is being well used which is 
great. Anne and Chris spread a large amount of compost and with Mary's help planted spring 
flowers. From now the Parish Council are to be more involved and will use their contractor to 
support our efforts in the garden. This will mean that it can be kept in hand so that any work done 
by volunteers will be extra maintenance and not a necessity. Looking forward to a good year.” 
 
2019/20 Questions 
Questions were raised on the problems of putting away tables and chairs after a meeting at the 
village hall, the tea urn in the kitchen and when the re-consultation of the GW Conservation area 
was to take place. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.05pm. 


