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Deadline for magazine copy is 12th of each month
Send your articles and items of interest to:

gwvnews@gmail.com
Stour Business Partners Limited

Hopkin, The Heath, Lavenham Road,
Great Waldingfield,

Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 0SA

All contributions should have a contact name
If you have a computer, could you please send your article by email 

to the above email address

ADVERTISEMENTS
Items for sale or items wanted - £1.00 per item

All advertisements are accepted in good faith but the committee cannot accept 
responsibility for the quality of the services offered.
Distributors contact point - Pam Eggby & Sally Brinton

The Editors, Pam Eggby & Sally Brinton, retain the right to alter, abridge or not to publish 
if they consider a contribution to be inappropriate.
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Reverend JOHN FIELDGATE

Many people from our two villages will remember John 
Fieldgate who was the Vicar here, along with his wife Jill, 
before Caroline came. I am sorry to report the sad news that 
John died on 4 May, having had a stroke on 21 April. He is 
buried in East Mersea Churchyard.

Jill is also quite poorly and would welcome your prayers.

Pam Eggby

Great Waldingfield Bowls Club
Hi everyone, for saying that we haven’t been able to fill our time, 
as the old normal, the year seems to be flying by.

We are the proud owners of a new bowls carpet. This is with 
club funds for half the cost and a grant we received, which we are 
very grateful for, from the Pargiter Trust.

We opened for bowls the 17th of May and the booking sheet is 
looking good on uptake.

We hope, by the time you read this, we had a successful car 
boot sale on the green opposite the bowls club. If it was we will 
be holding another one later in the year.

We are going to hold some social events starting early this 
month with Bingo. Until we hear more up to the end of June 
,we can only have 30 people in the building. Unfortunately this 
means it is open for members only. Don’t despair, you can always 
become a social member!!

  For bowls and social enquiries contact Gilbert Sparkes:
    gilbertsparkes@gmail.com.   Or 07955862514
     

Josephine Sparkes, Chairman
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Great Waldingfield Primary School
Another month on and as the government and their scientific advisors lift restrictions 

we too have begun carefully and safely to do the same. Normality is definitely on the 
horizon! We do hope that by September class bubbles and one way systems will be in 
the past. In the meantime, we are planning to have COVID safe face to face Parents’ 
Evenings and a Sports Day when parents may come and watch their child compete. Both 
events will have to take place across several days to keep everyone safe.

We are so proud of the way the children have responded to their learning since 
returning to school on 8 th March. They are some of the ten million schoolchildren 
across the country who had their schools closed to curb the spread of COVID-19 
– the first such shutdown in modern British history. Even during WWII when many 
school buildings were either damaged or requisitioned for war use, learning continued 
in places such as chapels, pubs and church crypts. Although the children and their 
families worked amazingly well whilst learning remotely during lockdown there is 
inevitably some catching up to do. Practical subjects such as science were particularly 
affected as it is difficult to resource some investigations from around the house and 
although both class teachers and parents were extremely innovative investigative 
skills are vitally important. We will ensure the children have the opportunity to learn and 
practise these. We also have to be mindful that although young children are resilient 
this crisis happened so quickly that they had no time to change and adapt. So that our 
school is fully prepared to support our school community we have three newly trained 
Mental Health First Aiders and two newly trained ELSAs (Emotional Literacy Support 
Assistants) in addition to the experienced one we already have.

The school is very lucky to have so many resources on its doorstep and one of those 
is the village pond. I believe it is one of the last surviving ponds of the eight that were 
originally in the village. It is wonderful for pond dipping and great for spotting other wildlife. 
Additionally, it provides a tranquil back drop in which to reflect and ponder. However 
unfortunately as you are probably aware it burst its banks on a number of occasions 
during the extremely wet winter we have just had and flooded the gardens and drives 
of the adjoining properties. The school’s Property Advisor has the issue in hand and 
last week sent a specialist to ascertain what wildlife habitats were established in the 
pond. She found many different species had made it their home and therefore the work 
they are proposing would not start until September. The later start date is to ensure the 
disturbance to wildlife is kept to an absolute minimum. Hopefully once the work is done 
the wildlife will live happily and the pond’s water level can be kept under control.

Another wonderful resource within our grounds is our Forest School area which we 
also use for science. In that area is a log circle around a camp fire. However, the logs 
are getting old and rotten and although the decaying wood makes a brilliant habitat for 
minibeasts they are not so good for sitting on. If you have any large logs suitable for 
sitting that you could donate to the school, we would be extremely grateful.

Tina Hosford, Head Teacher
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The Parish Council would like to offer their sincere condolences to the 
family of  Harry Taylor. He was a keen advocate for reducing the speeding 
of  vehicles going through the village and was an active member of  the 
speed watch team. Harry also was instrumental in commissioning the 
planning and building of  the childrens play equipment, that opened 
around 2010. 

He loved walking round the village, especially the footpath by the 
Church, chatting to everyone in his path. He will be remembered as a 
kind and generous man, who loved this village and wouldn’t hesitate to 
offer his help and advice to keep it a beautiful place to live. He will live on 
in our thoughts as we owe him much gratitude for being so willing to give 
up his time for the benefit of  others. Thank you Harry. 

Harry Taylor
We would like to thank everyone in the village who has been in touch with 
our family to send messages of condolence and share happy memories of a 
husband, Dad, Grandad and Great Grandad, Harry Taylor, of Sunny View, 

Lavenham Road. We were all especially moved to see so many people 
come out on the day of his funeral to wish him a final farewell.

After 45 years living in the village, he felt he could call himself a local, 
and enjoyed playing his part in the community. This was from building 

carnival floats for the primary school, to arranging for new equipment to 
be installed at the playing field as a member of the Parish Council, helping 
build the Bowls Club, being part of the Speedwatch team and delivering 

this newsletter to many homes around the village.

He and Nickie enjoyed walking in the village and stopping to chat with 
friends and neighbours or, latterly, waving through windows as Covid 

restrictions limited social contact.
Thank you all for your friendships with him and your kindness to us in 

these difficult times.
Nickie, Martha, Maéve, Jonathan, Dawn and all of the family.



6 7

Harry Taylor – memories and tributes 
from friends at Church

HARRY will be remembered for his kindness to neighbours and anyone in need 
of  help. He gave a lot of  time to helping and supporting people and often at a 
moment’s notice. But there was never any fuss, he just got on with it quietly.

With Nicki he was very hospitable and if  you ‘dropped in’ you were always 
welcome. He was more than happy to show you round his beautiful garden 
and he was very proud of  his Felixstowe Beach Hut! He helped with Open 
Gardens bi-annually, riding around on his bike making sure everyone had 
enough programmes and contacting Radio Suffolk to advertise the event. He 
was a fount of  wisdom especially on building work and he shared his expertise 
generously and with a smile.

He masterminded sourcing and installing the new play equipment on the 
Playing field in 2010. The equipment has been well used and refurbished since, 
but the sound of  children having fun, and their laughter is a joy for many of  us.
He also sat in church when it was open in the summers to welcome visitors and 
was a dab hand with a stapler on the village magazine collation.

Many of  us remember him walking with Nicki around the village, catching 
up with all the news and enjoying the fresh air.

Harry was a man who not only had good ideas, but also made sure that they 
happened; he was an enormous asset to the village, a supporter and encourager 
of  anything and everything that enhanced its life. He remained positive to the 
end and two days before he died when out walking, he was full of  plans for 
growing cucumbers on his compost heap!!

He was a lovely man and will be greatly missed. Our sympathy and love go 
out to Nicki and the family.

Norma, Lyn, Caroline and Faith
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Harry Taylor remembered
The members of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group were sad to 
hear about the passing of Harry; he was a great supporter of the Plan. 
Harry was one of our main distributors for the village survey which took 
place last year. You know already that we had an excellent response 
and Harry played a large part in this success. He had a 90% return 
rate for his area because he went back not just once but several times 
to make sure that everyone had the opportunity to take part and have 
their say.

One of the things in the survey that people asked for was additional 
benches. These have just been installed. Harry was very much 
involved in this, advising us where they could be sited. It was a shame 
that he passed away just one week before they were put in. Above all 
Harry encouraged us in what we are doing; he always had a kind word 
too when we met him on his regular walks around the village. We will 
miss him.

Clare and Michael Kiely, Nasreen Hammond,
Linda Rushton, Ali Butcher.
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BRANCHLINES AND OLD SCHOOL WOOD
Over the past few weeks, the volunteers have been clearing brambles that arch 
over the paths and grass areas and then take root, slowly gaining more and more 
territory. We have also been installing new benches and signs. John Forward 
generousy funded the picnic bench restoration and another one has been donated. 
Chris has been working hard to make and install simple benches using old church 
pews and logs from our own wood. The nectar garden near the main seating area 
was looking rather scruffy due to badger digging although the gorse bush there 
seems to attract long tailed tits regularly. John Hughes has put a lot of work in here 
and new plants should be appearing soon from wild flower seed.

Various trees have been in blossom recently. Wild cherry does well in our wood, 
so that we almost have our own ‘hanami’ cherry blossom festival. Also in flower 
have been the pink of wild crab apple and white of wild pear, plum and elderberry. 
Smaller trees and shrubs which contribute their colours are guelder rose, wayfaring 
tree, blackthorn, broom, bird cherry and of course hawthorn. The scent of hawthorn 
or ‘may’ blossom has traditionally been considered a spring aphrodisiac. Most 
other trees also produce flowers but these may be small or not very colourful, but 
still beautiful in a different way, such as the catkins of hazel and willow. Dotted 
among the trees, we are beginning to establish the spring woodland flowers such as 
bluebell and primrose.

In June, the meadows take over the role of providing flower displays. There are 
too many different kinds to list here. On calm, sunny days many kinds of butterfly 
add animation to the colour scene. A local wildlife photographer has been compiling 
a brilliant catalogue of photos on the Flickr website for old School Wood.

Working Party - Saturday June 26, 9.30am - 12.30. Meet by the benches along 
the track. Covid restrictions may have been eased by then, but best to bring your 
own refreshments for the 11am break.

After June 21st, it may be possible to start up social events again such as our 
annual quiz; watch this space.

ST LAWRENCE CHURCHYARD
People ask about the bright blue flower spreading under the trees in the old 
churchyard. It is Green Alkanet, a plant introduced from S. W. Europe. It is rather 
like giant forget-me-not flowers on comfrey leaves and is in the same family as 
both of those plants. I am not encouraging it, but it is hard to stop!

For the second year, we are trying to encourage swifts to nest in special nest 
boxes in the church tower. It would be an ideal place for this graceful bird to soar in 
the thermals and catch insects over the surrounding gardens and nature reserve.

Working Party - Saturday June 12, 9.30am to 12.30. Join the volunteers to 
look after the churchyard. We break for refreshments at eleven, but please bring 
your own tea/coffee while covid restrictions still apply. You will also need gardening 
type gloves and ideally some secateurs. Other tools can be borrowed. One job we 
are doing is to gradually remove the ivy from the front wall. We also need to spread 
the compost we have made. Last month, we had to call it off due to heavy rain, so 
we need your help even more this time.

David Taylor, chair of Branchlines
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The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group is pleased to hold a
village meeting to share the results of last year’s Village

Survey and get your views and opinions on the work done so
far. We have also commissioned a Landscape Appraisal and a
housing Design Guide for the village which will be on display.
So there is plenty for you to see, comment on and be involved

in over the coming months.

Village Drop-In Meeting
On Saturday 26th June
Between 12.15 and 4.00

At the Village Hall
The Government plans to build 300,000 new homes

every year
so it is more important than ever to ensure that we have a
strong Neighbourhood Plan in place to protect our village.

The more people who support the Plan,
the stronger our voice.

Protect our Village 

 Neighbourhood Plan News 
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Positive Birth Group

When:   Last Monday of every month (Monday 28 June)
Time:     7 - 9pm
Where: Great Waldingfield Village Hall

The ethos of the group is about providing support and 
information to enable women to make a decision about the birth 
that is right for them, whatever (or wherever) that might be.

The group is FREE, friendly and informal and open to anyone 
who wants information about navigating the system, birth 
options and to get the low-down on all things birth and pregnancy 
related in Suffolk.  No need to register, just turn up.

We meet at 7-9pm, but it does not matter if you arrive late or 
have to leave early. Everyone welcome. We start each meeting 
with basic introductions and find out what everyone wants to talk 
about and set a basic agenda. No question too big or small. Come 
with questions or just to listen.

If you have benefitted from the group, please come back and 
share your birth stories because hearing, sharing and discussing 
birth stories is one of the best ways to learn about birth.

We can fit a maximum of 30 in the hall (per Covid guidelines), 
so we’ll make a note of numbers when you arrive. Please follow 
Covid guidelines.

We look forward to seeing you there? Any questions, please 
contact Jess on 07599 491828.
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John Marsh Cars
Celebrating 50 years’ trading in Great Waldingfield !

As part of  the Neighbourhood Plan we conducted a survey of  local businesses and during 
this discovered that John Marsh Cars has been trading in the village for over 50 years. 
John Marsh has kindly agreed to tell us more about a half  century of  trading vehicles.

When did you begin trading in Great Waldingfield?
The business on the site was started by John Allen in late 1959. I came to work 
for him in 1969 selling Marcos sports cars (2-seater 3-litre sports cars similar to 
E-type Jaguars). This was a brilliant job for a 22 year-old as I got to drive all the 
current sports car part-exchanges. In April 1971 John decided to retire and his 
daughter (who is now my wife) and I bought the business.

How have cars changed through the years?
Through the seventies cars were not as reliable as they are now and often 
required a major overhaul. They rusted quite badly and were usually scrapped 
after six or seven years. Now I sell reliable rust-free cars at twice that age.

Have you built up a loyal band of customers?
I have sold over 6,000 cars since VAT was introduced. I am now selling cars to 
the grandchildren of  my original customers.

Can you tell us about some of the classic cars you have owned?
Looking back I have owned most of  the desirable classic cars that are now 
worth a large amount of  money, notably a 1966 Aston Martin DB6 today 
worth over £1,000,000 as well as an Alfa Montreal which is now a very rare 
car. I have owned and used Lamborghinis, Ferraris and E-type Jaguars. Even 
Mark 1 Ford Escorts can now sell for £10,000. The cheapest E-type I ever sold 
was for £345.

How do you see the future of car trading?
The business premises has changed very little in 50 years but the motor trade 
has especially with the introduction of  the internet. I think that with more 
cars becoming electric and the roads becoming more congested I feel I have 
probably had the best years in the motor trade.

Michael Kiely, Secretary, GW Neighbourhood Plan
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Horticultural Show Committee              
With Covid19 restrictions easing, we are planning to hold an Autumn Horticultural 
Show on the 4th September this year, there will be 76 classes including 6 for children 
under 12 years in the 9 sections, covering fruit &amp; vegetables, flowers, flower 
arranging, handicraft, photography, domestic and home brewing. I will be inviting 
village organisations to participate between 2 and 4 pm in the afternoon with an 
outdoor stall, individuals wishing to have a stall please contact me for detail.

Schedules, including rules and entry forms are available from:- Gt. Waldingfield 
One Stop Stores, Acton Costcutter (Bob`s Stores).

SECTION 1 – FRUIT & VEGETABLE
1. Five potatoes - white one variety.
2. Five potatoes - coloured one variety.
3. Five onions – under 10 oz.
4. Three onions – 10 oz. and over.
5. Five shallots.
6. Three beetroot - one variety - tops off to within 8 cm.
7. Five tomatoes – one variety.
8. Five cherry tomatoes – one variety.
9. Three courgettes.
10. Three carrots - tops off to within 8 cm.
11. Five radishes – tops off
12. Five runner beans.
13. Three leeks.
14. Any other vegetable.
15. A tray (not to exceed 38 cm x 38 cm) of 3 vegetables.
16. Three eating apples- one variety.
17. Three cooking apples- one variety.
18. Three pears - one variety.
19. Any other fruit.
20. For allotment holders only - A trug or basket of produce.
21. For children under 12 yrs. – “I have grown this”
SECTION 2 – FLOWERS
22. Three H.T. roses - any variety - any colour.
23. Three sprays floribunda roses - any variety.
24. A pot plant – see rule 3.
25. Three asters – one variety.
26 Five heuchera leaves
27. Three dahlias – any variety.
28. Three spray chrysanthemums – one variety.
29. Three chrysanthemums – one variety.
30. A bowl or vase of mixed flowers - to be judged for variety and colour.
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31. Three marigolds – any variety – any colour.
32. Three stems of any other flower – one variety.
33. One single rose – (to be judged for quality &amp; fragrance) for the W.I. Cup.
34. For children under 12 yrs. –I have grown this from seed.
SECTION 3 - FUCHSIAS
35. Three stems of fuchsias – any colour one variety.
36. A fuchsia in a pot (any size).
37. A fuchsia hanging basket.
SECTION 4 - FLOWER ARRANGING SECTION
38. The Bells of St Clements (arrangement in yellow and orange),
accessories may be used, table space allowed 60cm x 60cm
39. Swan Lake - to depict the title, accessories may be used, table space allowed 
45cm x 45cm.
40. Arrangement in a small jug 15cm x 15cm
41. For children under 12 years - An arrangement from the woods 30cm max.
SECTION 5 - NOVICE FLOWER ARRANGING
Exhibitors may continue to enter this section until they have won
first prizes in 3 separate Waldingfield Spring or Autumn Shows.
42. The Bells of St Clements (arrangement in yellow and orange),
accessories may be used, table space allowed 60cm x 60cm
43. Swan Lake - to depict the title, accessories may be used,table space allowed 
45cm x 45cm.
44. Arrangement in a small jug 15cm x 15cm
SECTION 6 - HANDICRAFTS
45. An item of crochet or knitting.
46. A hand- made card.
47. A wearable item – hand or machine sewn.
48. A piece of embroidery.
49. An item of cross-stitch.
50. A decorated pebble.
51. An item of jewellery.
52. Any other craft item (not listed above).
53. For children under 12 Yrs. – A decorated frame.
SECTION 7 – PHOTOGRAPHY
To be judged for quality, subject and composition
Photo. size 8”x 6” max. to be unframed, mounted on card with a border.
Photographs are non-returnable
54. Front Doors.
55. A set of 4 (6” x4”) photos – In the garden.
56. Black and White (monochrome).
57. It`s all in the detail (close up).
58. For children under 12yrs. – Hens or ducks



14 15

SECTION 8 – DOMESTIC
59. Fruit cake round (8” dia. tin) - to recipe 8 oz. Self-raising flour

4 oz. caster sugar
4 oz. margarine
2.5 fluid oz. milk
10 oz. mixed fruit
2 eggs
A pinch of salt

60. 2 savoury tarts.
61. Breakfast pastry.
62. 3 Cheese straws.
63. Naughty but nice – exhibitors choice
64. 3 Plain flapjacks.
65. A ginger loaf.
66. 1 Brioche`
67. 3 white shaped rolls.
68. 1 Jar of jam.
69. 1 Jar of curd.
70. 1 Jar of pickles.
71. 1 Jar of chutney
72. For children under 12yrs. – 3 Flapjacks
SECTION 9 – HOME BREWING
Guidance note – for preference, entries should be presented in a clear glass bottle,
also provide a glass for classes 75 &amp; 76
73. A bottle wine.
74. A bottle of non-alcoholic cordial (label with type of fruit/flowers used).
75. A small bottle of flavoured vodka (label with type of fruit/flowers used).
76. A small bottle of flavoured gin. (label with type of fruit/flowers used).

Please support us by entering as many classes as possible, there are 16 cups and 
trophies to be won, and Gold, Silver and Bronze medals will be presented for 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd places in the special children’s classes (21,34,41,53,58 and 72) to keep, in 
addition children may enter any class in the schedule.

We still require additional volunteers to serve on the committee, we would be very 
grateful to anyone who could give up 2 whole Saturdays and 2 or 3 evenings in a 
year, to ensure the continuation of these traditional village shows. If you can help, 
please contact me on 01787 37834.

John Hughes, Secretary  
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We warmly invite you to attend the Great Waldingfield 
Community Coffee Morning

When: Every Saturday (starting 5th June)
Time: 10-12

Where: Great Waldingfield Village hall
This event has been kindly funded by the Great Waldingfield Parish Council.
A much needed opportunity  for us to get to know our fellow villagers over a 

cup tea/coffee and some cake after being isolated for so long.
We can fit a maximum of 30 (according to covid guidelines) in the hall so will 

make a note of numbers when you arrive. Please follow covid guidelines. 
If you wish to ask any questions, please call on either of the following numbers

Kerry 07748 570436 or Jess 07411 452544
We look forward to having a natter with you all!
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Hugging hits the headlines!

IT’S a strange world in which the government 
tells us who we can and who we can’t hug! 

Eighteen months ago I don’t think anyone would 
have thought that possible! But as I write in mid-
May the government have indeed said they think 
it’s again safe to hug at least some people outside 
our bubble; but they have cautioned us to think 
carefully before we do so.

We rightly value our freedom, and for some 
people the restrictions we’ve been living under 
have been extremely difficult. Equally most people 
recognise that there are times when we have to 
curtail our freedom for the sake of  others, and a 
pandemic of  a deadly disease is one such situation.

Learning to live with freedom isn’t always straightforward. Many are the 
times when parents, carers, grandparents and others who are responsible 
for children have wondered if, or when, or in what circumstances to give 
a child the opportunity to make their own choices. It’s part of  growing up 
and taking responsibility for their own lives, but the path to freedom is full 
of  pitfalls.

In one of  the letters St Paul wrote, he 
reminded the Christians that they had 
been set free from a slavish adherence to 
rules and regulations, but also said that 
they should be careful how they use that 
freedom. Jesus didn’t intend them to use it 
to indulge themselves, rather they should be 
humble, and keep Jesus’ command: ‘Love 
your neighbour as yourself ’.

As we move from legislation about 
keeping everyone safe from Covid-19 to making up our own minds about 
what is, and is not safe, not only for us, but for our families, friends and 
communities, perhaps we can have Jesus’ maxim in mind. 

Reverend Caroline


