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1    
Signed -Chairman…………………………………………………………………………….Date…………………………………… 

 

Present: Parish Councillors: Baldwin (Chairman), Berry, Francis (Vice Chairman),  
Knight, and Williams. 

In Attendance:  Mrs S Clements (Parish Clerk), District Councillors C Arthey and M Maybury, 
County Councillor P Faircloth-Mutton and Three Members of the Public. 

1. Welcome and Apologies for Absence for Approval – The Chairman welcomed all those to 
the Meeting. Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Rushton (annual leave). 
This apology was accepted. The Council noted that Mrs C Parkin has sadly resigned as a 
result of ill health. Mrs Parkin was thanked for her hard work and the Council wished her 
improved good health for the future. (Proposed by Councillor Williams and seconded by 
Councillor Berry).  

 
2. Declarations of Interests – The following declarations of interest were made:  

 

Name of Councillor Details of Interest Minute Number 

Councillor Baldwin Personal Interest – School 
Governor 
 

11. i) and 22 

Councillor Berry Pecuniary interest – spouse 
works at Primary School 
 

11. i) and 22 

 
3. Minutes of the last full Parish Council Meeting held on the 11th October 2021 – The 

Council received, considered and approved these Minutes following the vote. (Proposed by 
Councillor Knight and seconded by Councillor Williams). (Copy in Minute Book and on 
website).  

 
4. Update/Matters Arising from Previous Minutes held on the 11th October 2021 – There 

were no new updates. 
 

5. Public Forum – A member of the Great Waldingfield Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Committee asked the Council about the Ten Tree Road confidential matter on the agenda. 
The Clerk advised that at the present time the matter is commercially and legally sensitive 
because the Parish Council is in discussions with its Solicitor regarding the land/asset 
transfer from Suffolk County Council and in order to obtain the very best arrangement for the 
Village, the Parish Council cannot at this stage have certain information in the public domain 
which could be seen by the County Council and landowners/developers. He also asked 
questions of District Councillor Arthey through the Parish Council. The questions being will 
the District Council be revising the JLP (Joint Local Plan) regarding core and hinterland 
Villages and the representative also asked are any sites likely to be added or taken away. 
District Councillor Arthey provided an update and considered that both of these changes are 
unlikely. The representative from the Great Waldingfield Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Committee provided an update on the emerging Neighbourhood Plan. The Council noted that 
the Committee is awaiting the Draft Plan from the consultant, that there is a slight 
underspend on the Groundworks grant and that a request for a new grant will be submitted. 
The Committee raised its concerns about the JLP (Joint Local Plan – Development) – 
Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Council and the delay period of around 9 months and how 
this may have an affect on the emerging Great Waldingfield Neighbourhood Plan.  
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6. County and District Councillors Reports – District Councillor Maybury provided a verbal 

update which included details about a Housing Webinar – where energy efficiency is high 
priority, the housing of refugees, the land housing/ allocation of 6.8 years with the JLP (Joint 
Local Plan) for Development in the District, a tour of the large Chilton Woods site where 
public rights of way was part of the visit, District Councillor Maybury’s objection to the new 
name (Chilton Woods) – Maiden Fields, and details about the competition circulated today 
(8th November 2021). District Councillor Maybury responded to questions.  
 
District Councillor Arthey provided a verbal update which included information about the JLP 

(Joint Local Plan) Examination hearings which had resumed after the summer break but are 

now postponed again and will resume in the spring. District Councillor Arthey has spoken to 

representatives from the Great Waldingfield Neighbourhood Plan Group regarding the 

implications for of the emerging Great Waldingfield Neighbourhood Plan. He reported on the 

SWP (Suffolk Waste Partnership) – a new campaign to reduce glass in the blue (recycling) 

and black (residual) bins. SWP is also continuing to work on the likely provisions of the 

Environment Bill – where there are implications for separate collections, particularly food 

waste. The Council noted the Solar carports with EV chargers on their way for the Kingfisher 

car park in Sudbury and also, the transfer of the Green Acre land to the Parish Council which 

was agreed at the recent District Council Cabinet Meeting. District Councillor Arthey 

responded to questions raised.  

County Councillor Faircloth-Mutton provide a verbal update which included details about a 
bid for the Sudbury/Waldingfield area regarding train/bus tickets, the Strategic Lorry Route 
consultation which is underway where unified opinion may assist, the zebra-crossing 
markings outside of the Village Shop will be looked at, that the Charging Point at Great 
Waldingfield Village Hall has satisfied the next stage of the bid, the Pavilion – County 
Councillor Faircloth-Mutton has been in touch with the Property department at Suffolk County 
Council and has agreed a site visit with the Headteacher, and that a Meeting on the 15th 
November will be held with the working group to discuss the parking issues in the Village.  
 

7. Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) Scheme in Village – The Council 
considered this scheme further in partnership with Suffolk County Council Highways to assist 
with speeding. It was noted that Great Waldingfield has been selected for the ANPR Scheme 
and a form needs to be completed by the Clerk. 
 

8. Routine Correspondence Circulated –  
a) Routine Correspondence - No matters were raised. 
b) Parish Council Email Policy - The Council received and considered its Email Policy.  

It was agreed to add the GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation) reference to 
this policy, that the GDPR wording should be included in all original mails and any 
first Parish Council reply to an external mail but did not need to be included in 
subsequent replies. The revised policy will be brought to the next Meeting.  

 
9. Councillors External Meetings/Sessions – The Council noted the following: 

• Module 6 of Councillors Training – SALC (Suffolk Association of Local Councils) – 
attended by Councillor Williams.  

• Budgeting for Councils – SALC (Suffolk Association of Local Councils) – attended by 
Councillor Williams.  
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• Successful Events Webinar – Gallagher – attended by Councillors Baldwin and 
Knight.  

• Broadcasting Parish/Town Council Meetings – SALC (Suffolk Association of Local 
Councils) – attended by Councillor Baldwin.  

 
10. Planning and Development in Great Waldingfield 
 

a. Planning Applications – None. 

b. Applications received after the Agenda: 

➢ DC/21/05951 – Manorroy, Upsher Green – Construction of dormer window and insertion of 

roof lights in conjunction with loft conversion – Following the vote, (proposed by Councillor 

Knight and seconded by Councillor Williams) the Council recommended refusal. The 

Council has no problem with the proposed look of the outside of the building - the added 

dormer is in keeping, tile hung and with roof tiles matching the host building, and the velux 

windows in the roof are acceptable. The problem the Council has is with the interior. The 

proposal will add approximately 46 square meters of floor space of which only 16% will 

have standing headroom. Within this area they are intending a double master bedroom, a 

landing, a dressing room and an en-suite shower room. The head height over the close 

coupled toilet slopes from .8m to 1m. Having made comment on a previous application - 

Ardley House for its substandard accommodation due to lack of standing height, when they 

applied for consent to convert an outbuilding to living accommodation - DC/19/05058, 

stating it would appear that 60% of the upper storey of Plot 3 has headroom of only 1.8m 

and the remaining 40% even less as it is the slope down to the eaves.  The Village has no 

need for substandard conversions. The application also seeks to remove the 

interconnection between the main dwelling and the attached annex. The Council cannot 

see any indication that the attached dwelling was built under the rules for annexes, but if it 

was, this removal may be in breach of its planning conditions. On the foregoing grounds, 

the Council consider that this application should be refused. 

c. Planning Decisions – The following decision notices were received and noted: 

➢ DC/21/05051 – Meadowbank, Rectory Road – Erection of front porch extension and 

erection of rear extensions including a residential annex – The Council noted that the 

LPA has approved this application.  

➢ DC/21/05074 – 5 Coronation Rise – Erection of first floor side extension – The Council 

noted that the LPA has approved this application. 

d. Planning Enforcement or Appeals – There were no updates.  

e. Chilton Woods Development – (Maiden Fields) – There were no new updates.  

 
11. Financial Matters 

a. Schedule of Accounts for Payment – The Council received, considered, and agreed 
payments in the sum of £1,767.52 following the vote. (Proposed by Councillor Williams 
and seconded by Councillor Berry). (Copy in Minute Book and on website).  

b. Bank Reconciliation – October 2021 – The Council received, considered, and agreed this 
following the vote. (Proposed by Councillor Knight and seconded by Councillor Francis). 
(Copy on Website). 

c. Queen’s Jubilee Celebrations 2022 – Councillor Francis advised that this event is still 
being discussed. 
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d. Draft Budget/Precept 2022/23 – The Council noted that the Clerk is working on the draft 
details in readiness for the next Meeting.  

e. Dog Bin – The Council considered and discussed the request for a new bin half-way 
along Bantocks Road. The two grass areas near to this area opposite the dog fouling 
sign were discussed as a possible site for the dog bin. Councillor Francis agreed to 
prepare and drop off notes to the residents who live near to the proposed site.  

f.    Dog Signage – The Council considered the request for dog signage at the Playing Field. 
The issues with dogs were discussed. The Council consider that dogs should be on a 
lead and kept under control. A discussion ensued about fencing the play area to assist 
with dog issues as a medium/long-term solution. Councillors Berry, Francis and Williams 
will meet as a small working group to establish the way forward and ask for quotations. It 
was felt that signage at both areas of the playing fields would be desirable. The Council 
will consider this matter further at the next Meeting. 

g. Citizens Advice – Sudbury & District – The Council received and considered the request 
for a donation. It noted that the total budget for donations for this financial year is £2750 
and so far £1239.10 has been donated/spent. Following the vote, (proposed by 
Councillor Williams and seconded by Councillor Berry), it was agreed to donate £200, 
with a view to budgeting a larger budget allocation in next year’s budget.  

h. Headway - Suffolk– The Council received and considered the request for a donation. 
Following the vote, (proposed by Councillor Knight and seconded by Councillor Francis), 
the Council agreed to donate £100, with a view to budgeting a larger budget allocation for 
next year’s budget. 

i.    Urgent Finance Matters – The Council considered the following matter: 
➢ Christmas Gifts School Staff – Following the vote, (proposed by Councillor Francis and 

seconded by Councillor Williams), the Council agreed to make a donation of £200, so 
that a small gift can be purchased and given to all staff. (Councillors Baldwin and Berry 
abstained given their respective interests).  

➢ Local Church – Helping Vulnerable Families – Christmas – The Council received and 
considered the request. Following the vote, (proposed by Councillor Berry and 
seconded by Councillor Francis), the Council agreed to make a donation of £500 
towards this initiative.  

 
12. Playing Field, Ten Trees Road /Other Parish Council Assets: 

a. Playing Fields  

➢ Play Equipment 

❖ Written Risk Assessment Report – Councillor Berry reported that there are 

no new updates. 

b. Playing Fields General – The Council noted that Councillors Berry, Francis and 
Williams had a working group meeting. They reported on the face-to-face consultation 
with local children and young people regarding desired equipment to replace the brick 
kick wall. The children and young people indicated that a replacement kick wall or 
basketball area would be desirable. The suggestion for the Primary School to organise 
some designs in order to engage more fully in the Village was noted. An update was 
provided regarding discussions with the local Police about anti-social behaviour at the 
playing field and how any new or updated equipment can be configured to assist with 
this. The Police will endeavour to visit the playing field area from time to time. 
Quotations are being sought for a wall, muga basketball area, installation costs, Astro 
turf, fencing etc. Comparative quotations will be considered at the next Meeting.  

c. Queens Diamond Jubilee Garden (QDJ) – The Council noted that there are no new 
updates.  
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13. Community Warden Scheme – Councillor Baldwin reported that the Community Warden Team 
have been busy organising the collection of the Christmas Tree, lights etc. Footpaths have been 
cleared and a quotation for the verges is awaited. The Council thanked County Councillor Faircloth-
Mutton for kindly agreeing via his County Councillor locality grant for covering the cost of the 
purchase and installation of the Christmas Tree for the Village Christmas celebrations. 
 

14. Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee – The Council received and noted the report/update 
under Minute Number 5 above.  
 

15. CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) Working Party – There were no new updates. The Council 
noted that its neighbourhood (Parish Council) budget is currently £14,946.89. A working party will 
meet to discuss CIL in the new year after the budget/precept for next year has been resolved.  

 
16. Parish Council Events Working Group & Community Coffee Mornings – The Council received 

an update from the working group. It noted the fund-raising event where proceedings will go 
towards the Village Summer Fete next year. The Council is pleased to note that the Christmas 
events are proceeding well. Following the vote, (proposed by Councillor Francis and seconded by 
Councillor Baldwin), it was agreed to the funding request of £60.00 towards the cost of the 
Christmas floristry workshop via the Community Coffee Mornings. The Council conveyed its sincere 
thanks to the Working Group. 

 

17. Vacancy (Casual) for Parish Councillor – The Council noted that no applications have been 
received so far.  

 

18. Parish Council Meetings – Next Meeting - Monday 13th December 2021 at Great Waldingfield 
Village Hall. 

 

19. Resolution to Exclude the Public and the Press – The Public Bodies S.1 (2) (Admission to 
Meetings Act 1960) and the Local Government Act 1972 ss 100 and 102 (amended 2014). The 
Council considered and agreed following the vote, to exclude the Public since publicity would 
legally prejudice commercial sensitivity and confidentiality. The Council agreed that County 
Councillor Faircloth-Mutton could remain for this session. (Proposed by Councillor Baldwin and 
seconded by Councillor Knight).  

 

20. Minutes of the Confidential Parish Council Meeting held on the 11th October 2021 – The 
Council is asked to receive, consider and approve the Meeting Minutes.  

 

21. Update/Matters Arising from Confidential Minutes held on the 11th October 2021 – The 
Council is asked to receive and note any updates. 

 

22. Parish Council Assets & Assets Transfers (District and County Councils) – The Council is 
asked to receive legal updates and agree the Solicitor’s fees including the legal scoping - (Green 
Acre and Ten Tree Road in conjunction with the Council’s current assets). 
 
There being no further business, the Council closed the Meeting to facilitate the closed part of the 
Meeting. 


