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GREAT WALDINGFIELD  
ANNUAL PARISHIONERS MEETING 

 
Minutes of the Annual Parishioners Meeting held on Monday 15th March 2021 at 

7.30pm via Zoom 

Present: Parish Councillors: Baldwin (Chairman), Berry, Francis, Kiely (Vice Chairman) 
Knight, Parkin, Rushton, and Williams.  

In Attendance:  Mrs S Clements (Parish Clerk), District Councillor Arthey, County 
Councillor Spence, and eleven Members of the Public/Representatives 
from various Clubs and Organisations. 

1. Welcome and Apologies for Absence – The Chairman of the Parish Council – 
Councillor Renuka Baldwin welcomed everybody to the Meeting. Apologies for 
absence were received from Parish Councillor Francis (unwell) and District 
Councillor Maybury (meeting clash). 
 

2. Minutes of the last Annual Parishioners Meeting held on the 1st April 2019 – 
The Minutes of the last Meeting held on the 1st April 2019 were received, 
considered and agreed following the vote. (Proposed by Councillor Kiely and 
seconded by Councillor Knight). (Copy in Minute Book and on website). 

 
3. Updates/Matters Arising from the Minutes of the last Meeting held on the 1st  

April 2019 – There were no new updates.  
 

4. Chairman of the Council’s Review of the Year– The written report was 
received.  Councillor Baldwin provided a verbal update. (Copy on website).  

 
5. Update from the County Councillor’ –The written report was received.  County 

Councillor Spence provided a verbal update regarding County Council funding 
streams for flooding where a special machine is available and advised that this 
funding pot could possibly assist with the Folly Road flooding issues in the 
Village. He also advised the Meeting that under his County Councillor Locality 
Budget that County Councillor Spence has assisted the Parish Council to 
purchase two replacement noticeboards in the Village and he has also assisted 
the First Friends Pre-School to fund their outside play area.  (Copy on website). 

 
6. Update from District Councillors - The written joint report was received. District 

Councillor Arthey provided a verbal update. (Copy on website). 
 

7. Reports from Village Organisations- The following written reports were 
received from the following organisations. (Copies on website). 

• County Councillor Colin Spence’s Annual Report; 

• District Councillors Arthey and Maybury’s Annual Report; 

• Parish Councillor Renuka Baldwin – Chairman of the Council’s Annual 
Report; 

• Footpath Warden’s Report; 

• Great Waldingfield Neighbourhood Plan Report (after Meeting); 
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• Quiet Lanes Report; 

• Rights of Way Report; 

• The Bowls Club; 

• The Braithwaite Allotment Trust Report; 

• The Branchlines Wood Report; 

• The Parochial Church Council Report; 

• The Friends of Saint Lawrence Church Report; 

• First Friends Pre-School Report; 

• The Horticultural Society Report; 

• The Village Hall Management Committee Report (after Meeting); 

• Volunteer Tree Warden Report. 
 

The Bowls Club provided a verbal update following the Club’s written report. The 
Meeting noted that the Club is endeavouring to recruit some new members.  
 
The Braithwaite Allotment Trust provided a verbal update following the Trust’s written 
report. The Meeting noted that allotment tenants have continued to maintain their 
respective plots during COVID-19 and the Lockdowns.  
 
On behalf of Branchlines, Mr Kiely provided a verbal update following on from 
submission of the written report. It was noted that meetings are being held once a 
week in the Wood and meetings will commence again on Saturdays. Mr Kiely 
provided an update on various tree works which have taken place in the Wood and 
also the splendid new carving.  
 
The Parochial Church Council gave a verbal update following its written report and 
gave thanks to the Parish Council and the Village Website domain owner for 
arranging for details about the Parochial Church Council to be uploaded and 
available on the Village Website. 
 
Councillor Baldwin on behalf of The Friends of Saint Lawrence Church added to the 
written report provided where she passed on a message of thanks from the Church to 
the Parish Council following the Council’s assistance to those families who were 
financially struggling. The Meeting noted that the Parish Council assisted with funding 
for the purchase of food hampers over Christmas. There are also plans in place for a 
similar initiative this Easter.  
 
Councillor Parkin provided a verbal update regarding the Events Committee. She 
advised that Car Boot sales were discussed, but these were not possible to organise 
due to COVID-19 and the Lockdowns. She spoke about the Christmas Lighting Up 
event which was live on the local Facebook sites together with live singing. Positive 
feedback was received from residents about the Christmas Lighting Up remote event 
which was really encouraging. Councillor Parkin spoke about the proposed 
Tea/Coffee mornings to assist those who are lonely and vulnerable in the Village, but 
that this project cannot currently commence because of the current Lockdown.  
 
The First Friends Pre-School written report was read out by Councillor Baldwin on 
behalf of the Pre-School. 
 
The Meeting noted that the Great Waldingfield News magazine will be up and 
running next month. The difficulties which were experienced during COVID-19 and 
Lockdown with volunteers not being able to meet to collate the magazine were noted.  
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The Meeting noted that all Primary School children have now returned to School. The 
role count is now up to 200 pupils. The challenging period with home schooling was 
noted. It is hoped that the children will catch up on any missed work in the short term.  
 
The Horticultural Society provided a verbal update following the Society’s written 
report. With regard to committee members, it was noted that one member has sadly 
passed away and another member has moved out of the area. More committee 
members are being sought.  
 
On behalf of the Village Hall Management Committee, Councillor Knight provided a 
verbal report.   He advised the Meeting that the current management team took over 
the hall in May 2020 at which time the hall was closed not only due to COVID-19 but 
also by an unfinished repair as a consequence of a water leak from the cold water 
supply, which runs under the main hall floor. The water had been leaking 
for a considerable time and the water lost would have filled an 
Olympic swimming pool. The repair necessitated excavation and removal of the old 
floor and its foundations and drying out of the entire structure, which took 3 months. 
Once dry the subfloor, insulation, underfloor heating and floor screed were replaced 
before the final maple wood floor was laid. Finally, the hall was redecorated. The 
entire repair cost £88,000, which was covered by the Committee’s insurers. 

 

The hall opened for bookings after the first lockdown on the 1st September. The 

Committee spent almost £1000 making the hall COVID-19 safe. This included hand 

sanitiser dispensers, sanitiser liquid and anti-bacterial cleaners, signage inside the 

hall and in the car park and a COVID first aid kit. The Committee Room was 

designated a COVID-19 first aid room. A Test and Trace system was set up including 

registration using a QR code. 

The hall was allowed to open for only 81 days in the last year. During that time there 

were 27 bookings from 5 different users - Slimmers World, Mobility Class, Yoga, 

Clubbercise and Harvest Supper Distribution for the Church. Sadly, Sudbury Dog 

Training Club, Great Waldingfield and Chilton Parish Councils and our own 

Neighbourhood Plan were unable to resume face to face meetings at the hall, but the 

Committee look forward to welcoming them back when it is safe to do so. The hall is 

of course closed at present but will reopen on 6th May as a polling station for the 

local elections and then on the 17th May for hirers - Government guidelines allowing 

Maintenance of the hall has continued with some replacement locks being fitted to 

meet fire safety requirements together with a Smart Key Box, allowing clients to have 

their own timed access via a pin number. Servicing of the fire alarm and 

extinguishers has continued during lockdown and the system has been extended to 

provide a smoke detector in the Parish Office. A long overdue electrical inspection 

revealed some components that failed to meet current standards, these were 

replaced and a 5-year electrical compliance certificate issued. At the same time the 

Committee took the opportunity to change the main hall lighting to energy efficient 

LED's. The hall had one roof leak in the ladies toilets repaired but there remains a 

possible leak in the main hall roof which is being monitored. In the next year the 

Committee are looking to have the exterior of the hall repaired and repainted and the 

Parish Office replastered and redecorated as it has suffered badly from a water leaks 

in the past. 
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The Committee is grateful to have received £20,612 in grants from Babergh and Mid- 

Suffolk District Council in COVID-19 funding since the start of the lockdowns, which 

leaves the Committee financially secure and about £9000 better off than in May 2020 

with a current bank balance of £42819. The Committee projects that by May 2021 

and the end of our first year of management and despite difficult conditions, but 

thanks to the grants received, the Committee will be in a strong position to meet the 

challenges of the forthcoming financial year. 

The Meeting noted that Linda Munson the Village Hall’s cleaning contractor for many 
years will be retiring. The Committee wish Linda all the very best and thanked her for 
all her sterling work. Councillor Parkin thanked Councillor Knight for all of his hard 
work with the hall. (Written report received after Meeting and on website).  

 
8. Great Waldingfield Neighbourhood Plan – The presentation from the Chairman 

of the Great Waldingfield Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee – Councillor 
Kiely was received by the Meeting. Councillor Kiely and the Committee were 
thanked for their excellent work. County Councillor Spence commented on how 
professional the presentation was. (Copy on website). 
 

9. Resolutions - No resolutions were received.  
 

10. Discussions and Open Forum – The following were noted and discussed: 

• Clerk of the Council - Thank you to the Clerk for work with the new Parish 
Council.  

• County Council Funding for Drainage/Flooding Issues – A resident asked 
about the machine to assist with drainage and flooding problems. County 
Councillor Spence advised that sometimes there are issues with 
ownership of land with drainage/flooding but that the government funding 
for drainage is good news for the County.  

• Vulnerable Residents - Thank you to the Parish Council, the Church and 
other volunteers who have been assisting during COVID-19 and the 
Lockdowns and the excellent teamwork within the Village.  

• Chairman of the Council - Thank you to the Chairman of the Council – 
Councillor Renuka Baldwin.  

• The Sunday Lunch Club will continue when it is allowed. 

• Quiet Lanes – Councillor Williams provided a verbal update regarding this 
Village initiative. Councillor Williams and the small volunteer team were 
thanked for their hard work. (Written report on website). 

 
11. Next Meeting – To be confirmed – March or April 2022 at 7.30pm. 

 
 
There being no other business the Meeting closed at 8.49pm.  
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