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Branchlines, as a charitable voluntary group, manages Old School 
Wood nature reserve, our community woodland, for the parish. 
This began in February 2008, when the first 3.5 acres of land was 
purchased and planting began. An extension of 2.5 acres was 
purchased in 2018. 
Our income is from various grants and from donations by 
parishioners and we have specialised insurance cover. We have 
run regular volunteer working parties and it is used by the school 
for forest school and other educational trips. 
 
Recent Developments 
  
The area linking Old School Wood to the churchyard is now called 
Church Meadow. The new pond is now in place, thanks to a grant 
for the liner from our county councillor, Philip Faircloth-Mutton. It 
has rapidly filled with rainwater and the edges will soon grass 
over. We planted a silver birch near the pond to mark the queen’s 
platinum jubilee; a small crowd gathered and helped to shovel the 
soil. An arbour seat has been placed near the pond thanks to Chris 
Francis on the occasion of a special birthday and we are about to 
add two picnic benches, thanks to a donation from the recently 
disbanded W.I.  
There is now a bird feeding station with bench and ID chart A local 
man moving away has donated a yew tree he had grown from a 
seedling collected in his youth. 
Rick Vonk from the RSPB has donated his time to help with 
coppicing in The Glades. This has yielded useful products such as 
logs and stakes. The community warden has shredded some of the 
smaller offcut branches and the chippings are used to improve the 
surface of muddy paths. 
Our district councillor, Margaret Maybury, has provided locality 
money for new tools for our volunteers to work with. 
Amy Ward has created a Facebook page for Old School Wood. 
 
Routine Work 
There is an annual autumn hay day to cut and rake up the hay. 
For cutting the hay, we are using the new motor scythe, 
purchased with a parish council grant. The new hedges and 



community orchard of 15 fruit trees have done well and had their 
first pruning.  
The new area of woodland called The Glades has proved very 
popular for hosting the forest school. Oswald the owl sculpture 
stands guard at the entrance but has sadly not deterred episodes 
of vandalism here.  
We mowed paths and grass areas as necessary. We selectively 
cleared bramble and other invasive plants. 
We dealt with minor litter and dog waste problems.  
We have continued coppicing selected areas, including hazel and 
willow, using the cut branches to weave decorative low fences. 
 
Events 
 
After Covid restrictions eased, we were able to hold our AGM this 
year. Our speaker was Rob Brooks from Eden-Rose Coppice. He 
talked about the work of that charity and the health benefits of 
working and being in woodland. Our committee was re-elected 
with David Taylor as Chair, Faith Marsden as secretary, Philip 
Howlett as treasurer, Chris Francis as vice chair. Amy Ward and 
Anne Francis have various roles. 
 
Wildlife 
 
Biodiversity is good with a wide range of species, some of which 
are rare and protected. There are features to encourage this, such 
as ponds, nest boxes, log piles, bramble thickets, long and short 
grass, nectar species. Surveys continue, especially of birds, 
butterflies and flowers, sometimes as part of national citizen 
science projects. There are far too many species to list here! 
 
Plans 
 
We will continue routine work. 
We hope that annual events can resume this year. 
We plan a teddy bears picnic family event for the jubilee in June. 
We are in discussions to improve the signage. 
 
 
David Taylor, chair.                        


