
Great Waldingfield Annual Parishioners Meeting – Report from the Chair           28th/3/2022 

Every year, the cold of winter melts away and spring brings new beginnings. There is nothing lovelier than 
springtime when the days get longer, the weather begins to warm up, the birds are nesting and colourful 
Spring flowers start to pop up in our gardens.  

The Annual Parishioners meeting gives us the opportunity to hear about both new and established 
activities, alongside future plans and ideas in our community, and to pay tribute to those who have given 
their time to help our Great Waldingfield community to thrive.  

Thank you to Cllr Kerry Francis and the events working group for their time and energy in planning the 
Queens Platinum Jubilee celebrations weekend from Thursday June 2nd to Sunday June 5th, it promises to 
be a lovely family event - all the details will be in the May edition of the village magazine. £700 was raised 
at a fund-raising event last November, which will go towards the Celebrations. The Christmas Light Switch 
On in December 2021 was well-attended and warmly supported by the Bowls Club, generously opening 
its doors on a very cold wet evening, to offer hot drinks and snacks. Thanks also for being the bookings 
secretary for the Village Hall, an essential role to keep the premises popular and successful.  

Thank you to Cllr Amy Ward and Cllr Denise Hastings who were co-opted onto the Parish Council last 
December, their enthusiasm and contributions have already made a difference. Amy is making progress 
on researching Community fridges and the organising of the children’s teddy bear picnic as part of the 
Jubilee weekend celebrations in June. Denise is engaged in the promotion of the local buses and will be 
supporting the events over the Jubilee weekend too.  

Thank you to Cllr Linda Rushton for all the work involved in the Taylor Wimpey, Chilton Woods 
Development – (Maiden Fields), attending meetings and keeping us all up to date with its progress. Also, 
for her commitment to ensure the conservation area continues to be a place of historic beauty along with 
her interest in the crinkle crankle wall.  

Thankyou to Cllr Pete Berry for keeping an eye out for any changes in the children’s play area, Pete has 
been extremely proactive in engaging with the youngsters and getting to know which amenities they 
would like in the future. Pete also organised a Ukraine donation drop off point at the village hall and then 
delivered everything to the depot, which was a very generous gesture, and big thanks to everyone who 
donated too.  

Thank you to Cllr Steve Williams, a stickler for correctness in the nicest possible way. Steve has been 
actively involved in the Jubilee gardens and event planning for the June celebrations, including sourcing a 
beacon which will be lit at 9.15pm on the 2nd June. His knowledge in handling the accounts for the Village 
Hall and for continually offering his expertise with budgeting, precept setting, is invaluable.  

Thank you to Cllr Roger Knight, who continues to protect the future of the Village hall, spending a huge 
amount of his time to ensure it remains a thriving Community asset for everyone to enjoy. After a long 
spell of closure during lockdown, the bookings have thankfully increased this year, which is all credit to 
the care Roger and his fellow trustees, have taken in organising all the re-decoration and repairs. He was 
also delighted to announce that 4 electric car charge points have been installed in the car park of the 
Village Hall for public use. Together with Cllr Steve Williams, Roger prepares reports on the various 
planning applications on behalf of the Parish Council in its role as a statutory consultant to Babergh and 
Mid Suffolk District Council.  

Thank you to Clare & Mike Kiely and the neighbourhood plan team for everyone’s hard work. Also Cllr 
Linda Rushton & Cllr Pete Berry for their involvement too. We have recently received a draft plan for 
consideration, which is a huge achievement for everybody involved. We have also been reminded of their 
vision: In 2036 Great Waldingfield parish, which includes the hamlets of Upsher Green, and Washmere 
Green and the historic area around the church, will remain separated from its neighbours by green, 
biodiverse corridors. It will continue to be an attractive, rural village in an agricultural setting in which the 
protection of its important heritage and natural features is a priority. New development will be respectful of 
the character of the village and Great Waldingfield will be a thriving and vibrant community where 
residents of all ages can meet, live and work.  

 



Thank you to our two District Councillors, Cllr Margaret Maybury & Cllr Clive Arthey for their continued 
support over the last year, it is gratefully appreciated by us all. Thank you to County Councillor Philip 
Faircloth- Mutton who’s hit the ground running after his predecessor Cllr Colin Spence retired last year. 
The advice and support we receive at our monthly Parish Council meetings is an important and valued 
way of keeping us up to date with what’s going in and around our local area.  

Thank you to Reverend Faith Marsden for her unfailing compassion, graciously giving pastoral care to our 
Community, her generosity and kindness knows no bounds. Also, for her work as a Governor at the local 
village Primary School, giving interesting and thought-provoking assemblies to the children. Also, thanks 
to the Parochial Church Council and Friends of St Lawrence Church for all your hard work. 

Thank you to Tina Hosford – Headteacher, and all the staff and Governors, who work so diligently to 
ensure the children in their care receive an all-round brilliant education. On my last learning walk as 
School Governor, I was so impressed by the quality of teaching and learning, it bought me to tears. The 
children I met were happy and engaged in their education, their eyes shone when they shared their 
workbooks and stories with such pride. 

Thank you to Linda Lutz and her volunteers for organising the Horticultural Societies Spring event this 
year, showcasing the talents of our craft makers, bakers and gardeners, and her involvement in the 
Jubilee gardens. Thanks, must also go to our volunteers, Anne and Chris Francis, who have given up so 
much time to the re-landscaping of the Jubilee gardens. Thanks also to the lovely Peter Reed who has 
been very kind with his time too, kindly donating his water hose to help get the garden changes 
established. Thanks to Louise the gardener, who’s care has really made a huge difference to overall 
appearance of the garden, which continues to give so much pleasure to the village.  
 
The Jubilee garden will host the Platinum Jubilee Lighting of the Beacon Celebration on Thursday the 2nd 
of June. There will be a cheese and wine party commencing at 7.45pm, everyone is invited. 

Thank you to David Taylor, our volunteer footpath and tree warden and for all the work he continues to do 
to improve accessibility and increase our tree cover, throughout the village. He has recently started a 
monthly village walk using local footpaths, for anyone to come along and join in. Thanks also to David and 
all the volunteers for the work in the old school wood. Oswald the owl sculpture, stands proudly at the 
entrance as quiet reminder of the positive energy the wood brings to everyone who visits.  

Thank you to Jo and Gilbert Sparkes and all the volunteers for their commitment to ensuring the bowls 
club is thriving, offering house bowls competitions, horse racing, bingo, quizzes, crib, bridge, card games 
and entertainment nights. The club has a very cosy and welcoming atmosphere and will be a great venue 
for the Jubilee celebrations in June. Particular thanks also go to Helen Maybank, for hosting a delicious 
Sunday lunch there once a month.  

Thank you to George Millins who reminds us how to protect our wildlife and amphibians. Thanks to the 
volunteers who come out with their buckets to pick up the stray toads when they escape from the pond. 
Thank you and much appreciation to Sally and the village magazine volunteers who produce the monthly 
publication, hand delivered for us all to enjoy. Thanks to everyone involved in the Braithwaite Trust, the 
allotments are a lovely way to see how plants, fruit and vegetables grow. 

Thank you to Bradley, Ben and Evie, our amazing Community Wardens, who are reliable, kind and 
supportive, always just a phone call away, which is quite extraordinary given their weekly workload.  

Thank you to Bernard Rushton who looks after the Parish Council information on his Great Waldingfield 
village website (www.greatwaldingfield.uk) for information regarding village activities and events.   

Lastly a huge heartfelt thank you to our amazing clerk, Sue Clements. My ‘wingwoman’ who is entrusted 
with the job of keeping us all in check, a job she does with unfailing professionalism. Sue is also highly 
respected by many organisations outside of our Council, so we are very fortunate to have her on our team.  

It continues to be a pleasure to work alongside such a committed group of Councillors, who as volunteers, 
play an important role in shaping a better tomorrow, by improving the quality of village life.  
Renuka Baldwin Chair of Great Waldingfield Parish Council  


