
Great Waldingfield Craft and Chat Group 
 
Back in January, friends Clare Kiely and Teri Race wondered about setting up an informal 
craft group in the village, with the future prospect that covid restrictions would be easing and 
life might begin to get back to normal.  They consulted with Ronnie Swain and myself, also 
keen crafters and we all thought it would be a good idea to put it out there and gauge the 
response locally.   The four of us met a couple of times to thrash out some ideas about the 
best way to set up, book a venue and advertise.  It was decided to use the Bowls Club as a 
venue due to it’s central location and the fact that the Bowls Club were actively seeking ways 
to increase its use by village residents.  Clare posted the idea in the Great Waldingfield 
Facebook page and the response showed there was huge interest in this type of Craft & Chat 
gathering.  We continued to communicate with those interested via Facebook Messenger and 
Clare set up a couple of quick polls to identify people’s preferred meeting times.  Eventually 
this was narrowed down to the third Tuesday of the month 1-3pm (to allow for school pick-up 
times), and an extra evening session on first Thursday of the month 7-9pm (for those who 
work in the daytime). These are two weeks apart and crafters can attend either or both to 
work on any craft of their choice.  Ronnie volunteered to provide cakes and the rest of us 
organised the liquid refreshments.  People were asked to do lateral flow tests prior to coming 
and the first session took place on Tuesday 15th February.  On arrival, people were asked to 
sign in and contribute at least £3 per session towards the cost of hiring the Bowls Club. 
 
At the first session, !2 people attended and the attendance remained similar on the next 
session Thursday evening 3rd March and Tuesday afternoon 15th March.  The crafts that 
people have been engaging in include knitting, crochet, weaving, needle-felting, cross-stitch, 
beading and papercraft.  We have had 3 sessions so far and have received good feedback 
that everyone is enjoying themselves, sharing ideas, learning about other crafts and making 
new friends in the village.  We have relied so far on Facebook and word of mouth to advertise 
the group, but Teri has prepared some information for the next edition of the Parish 
Newsletter as we’re trying to be as inclusive as possible. 
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