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2022-23 Budget 

The 2022-23 budget process was helped by a rise of over 4% in Council Tax 

Base and a better than expected Government settlement. Council Tax has been 

raised by 2% for 2022-2023, with council house rents increased by 4.1% in line 

with Government guidance. Sheltered housing charges and garage rents 

remain at 2021-22 levels. 

 

Car Parking Charges: 

Whilst the decision to introduce revised charges still stands, the 

implementation date is not yet fixed. 

 

Belle Vue Park and House: 

A planning application has been submitted for conversion of the house and 

new build to provide retirement accommodation. The new entrance proposals 

are also at the planning stage, with both decisions expected soon. 

 

Planning. 

The new Babergh and Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan was submitted to the 

Secretary of State for an Independent Examination last year. Following the 

Inspector’s suggestion, the Plan will now progress in two parts. Part one will 

concentrate on the various Development Control policies and is expected to be 

complete by the end of 2022. Part 2 will address Settlement Hierarchy and 

allocations and we are hopeful it will be ready for adoption late in 2023. 

 

Council Housing. 

Over the years Right-to-Buy has gradually reduced BDC housing stock. The 

Affordable Housing Programme looks to increase that with acquisitions and 

new build. During 2021-22 the overall total BDC housing stock increased by 82 

to 3677. 



 

Climate Change 

Last year we told you about the work to identify areas where the Council could 

reduce its ‘carbon footprint’. The refuse collection fleet was identified as the 

largest element of the Council’s carbon emissions, so we have changed to 

using Hydrotreated Vegetable Oil (HVO) for all refuse freighters. A project to 

recover backwash water at Kingfisher Pool has been completed which reduces 

both energy and water consumption. Work has also started on the ‘solar 

carports’ in Sudbury’s Kingfisher car park which will generate electricity to 

charge the cars parked in the shade below. 

 

Waste and Recycling 

Covid continued to present challenges, affecting collection crews and HWRC 

staffing. Fly tipping incidents have returned to pre-covid levels, but 

contamination of dry recyclables is still a problem. The Suffolk Waste 

Partnership has embarked on an awareness campaign to reduce the amount of 

glass in both blue and black bins. Glass is currently recycled via ‘bring sites’ – 

bottle banks and HWRCs. 

 

Council Tax 

Babergh’s element of Council Tax has gone up by £3.48 per year for an average 

(Band D) dwelling. Suffolk County Council £1438.92 (+3%); Suffolk Police 

£247.68 (+4.2%); Babergh District Council £177.34 (+3%); and Great 

Waldingfield Parish Council £98.99 (-0.5%).  Making a band D property Council 

Tax total of £1962.93 which BDC collects and forwards, with 73% going to SCC, 

13% to Suffolk Police, 9% to BDC and 5% to GWPC. 

As a comparison, Mid Suffolk are the lowest in the County at £171.59, East 

Suffolk £176.22, Babergh £177.34, West Suffolk £187.11 and Ipswich (Borough) 

£384.21. 

 

 

 



Council Tax Rebate 

The Government is providing funding for occupiers of properties in Council Tax 

Bands A-D to receive a one-off ‘energy rebate’ of £150. 

 


