
TREE WARDEN REPORT 2022 

The Tree Warden scheme was set up by the national charity the Tree Council in 1990. I am the 

volunteer tree warden for our parish of Great Waldingfield and part of the Suffolk Tree Warden 

Network. My role is to plant, protect and promote local trees, including hedges. This is a separate 

role from my part in managing Old School Wood although the two dovetail well. Suffolk tree 

wardens get together from time to time for training and exchange of ideas. 

I have had training but I am not a qualified tree surgeon. I have planted many new trees in the 

village over the last 25 years, and not all of them in the community woodland. I have easy access to 

common native trees that could be planted in suitable sites - with the landowner's consent - if 

anyone has any suggestions. Feel free to contact me for advice although I am not authorised to give 

an opinion on tree safety. 

Tree News. It may be possible to get more trees planted on land owned by Suffolk County Council as 

they try to fulfil targets for increasing Britain’s tree cover. Good reasons for this include carbon 

capture, flood prevention, timber production and landscape enhancement. The species 

recommended are changing in the face of climate change and tree diseases. New hedges have been 

planted on council tenanted farms over this winter. 

Old trees are important. They may have historic significance and mark old boundaries. They often 

host wildlife that new trees do not, especially if there is rotten wood or holes. So we should not 

automatically get rid of them. There is a national register of old trees hosted by the Woodland Trust. 

The Ancient Tree Inventory can be found on their website and you can submit a record yourself if 

you think you have found an unregistered old tree. There is currently only one registered for our 

village but I am in the process of adding more.  

Tree Protection Orders (TPOs). Some trees are protected by the district council if they are 

particularly important for landscape or historical reasons. These trees must not be cut down or have 

tree surgery without planning permission. There are also restrictions on trees in a conservation area. 

I have been able to assist the parish council to comment on applications affecting such trees. 

David Taylor 

 


