
A Neighbourhood Plan for Great Waldingfield

A Neighbourhood Plan is a way of helping local communities to 
positively influence the planning of the area in which they live and 
work. It means you can:

•  have a say where new developments should be built and what  
 they should look like

•  make sure there are enough community facilities for current  
 and future residents

•  protect the local character and landscape, including 
 important green spaces 

Neighbourhood Plans form part of the statutory development plan, 
and this means that, when complete, the District Council must use the 
Plan when deciding planning applications.

Background to the Neighbourhood Plan
The Parish Council agreed to prepare a Neighbourhood Plan began in 
June 2017 and community consultation since then has helped shape 
its content.  
 
Support was secured by way of the Government’s Neighbourhood 
Plan support package which has enabled Design Guidance for new 
development to be prepared as well as commissioning specialist town 
planning support to help with the preparation of the Plan.

The Draft Neighbourhood Plan 
We’ve now reached a major milestone with the consultation on the 
Draft Plan. Consultation commences on 11 June with a drop-in event 
at the Village Hall between 11.00am and 4.00pm, and will last until 
1 August, a period of just over 7 weeks. It’s your chance to say whether 
or not you support the content of the Plan or would like to see some 
changes. The final page of this leaflet explains how you can comment. 
It is important that you use this opportunity to have your say, even if 
you’re fully supportive of the Plan. 

The Plan itself is a large document and necessarily quite complex in 
places. This leaflet briefly explains what each topic area covers. It also 
identifies how you can view the full Plan and make your comments. 
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In 2037 Great Waldingfield parish, which includes the 
hamlets of Upsher Green, and Washmere Green and the 
historic area around the church, will remain separated 
from its neighbours by green, biodiverse corridors. 
It will continue to be an attractive, rural village in 
an agricultural setting in which the protection of its 
important heritage and natural features is a priority. 
New development will be respectful of the character 
of the village and Great Waldingfield will be a thriving 
and vibrant community where residents of all ages can 
meet, live and work.

  one or two dwellings within the Settlement
 Boundaries.
• Affordable housing is a priority for the Plan and it
  provides a mechanism for providing for locally 
 identified needs.

Natural Environment
Objectives
Maintain the village’s rural setting by protecting the 
separation between Great Waldingfield village and the 
adjacent settlements.

Protect the biodiversity of our area, our valued woodland 
and green spaces as well as our important views and links 
to the wider countryside.

• A Landscape Character Appraisal has been 
 prepared.
• Proposals are required to have regard to the rural   

  and landscape character and the setting of the
  built-up areas of the parish and conserve or 
 enhance its unique landscape and scenic beauty.
• Important views have been identified. 
 Development should not have a detrimental visual  

  impact on the key landscape and built 
 development features of those views.
• Development will only be permitted within a 
 Settlement Gap where it would not undermine
 the physical and/or visual separation of the 
 settlements and it would not compromise the   

  integrity of the Gap
• Trees, hedgerows and other natural features will   

       be protected but where losses or harm are
 unavoidable, adequate mitigation measures or, as  

  a last resort, compensation measures will be   
  sought. 

• Improvements in levels of biodiversity will be
 supported, such as the creation of new habitats, 
 planting native trees and hedgerows and the   

  provision of nest boxes and hedgehog access.

PLAN CONTENT

We have provided a summary of the key messages in the 
Plan below but would urge you to view the Plan as a whole.

General Strategy
• The Neighbourhood Plan confirms the Settlement   
 Boundaries as defined in the emerging Babergh 
 Local Plan.
• It focuses future development to within the Settlement  
 Boundaries.
• Development outside the Settlement Boundaries will   
 not normally be supported but, where such proposals
 do conform with national and local policies, they   
 should not have a detrimental impact on heritage and   
 landscape designations or undermine the
 important gaps between the main village and the   
 historic area around the church.

Housing
Objectives
New housing meets a proven need including the 
long-term needs of all residents.
 • The emerging Babergh Local Plan sets a 
  requirement for a minimum of 39 new homes
   between 2018 and 2037, including outstanding   
  planning permissions, to be provided in the  
  Great Waldingfield Neighbourhood Plan. 
 • Due to circumstances with the preparation  
  of the Local Plan, that requirement currently has  
  no status.

• However, the requirement for 39 new homes has   
  already been met through planning permissions   
  and so there is no need for the Neighbourhood   
  Plan to identify additional sites for development.

• There will also be potential opportunities for
 small brownfield “windfall” sites and infill plots of   

OUR VISION
The Neighbourhood Plan Vision sets out the over-arching
approach as to how future development proposals in 
Great Waldingfield will be considered.



Historic Environment
Objectives
Conserve and enhance the heritage assets of the parish.

Protect and improve the features which contribute to the 
historic character of the parish.

• The parish has a large conservation area and a  
  number of Listed Buildings.

• The Neighbourhood Plan protects the historic   
  assets from being spoilt as a result of

 development.
• The Neighbourhood Plan identifies the following 

“Non-designated Heritage Assets” where their 
character, history and surroundings will be taken 
into account when considering planning 

 applications.

Development Design
Objectives
New development is of a high-quality design that 
incorporates energy saving and eco-friendly measures

Development is eco-friendly, laid out in a way that is in 
keeping with Great Waldingfield’s rural setting and of a 
scale that reinforces local character.  

Any development maximises its energy efficiency and the 
potential for Great Waldingfield to become more energy 
resilient.

• Design Guidelines have been prepared by 
 consultants and published as supporting    

  evidence.
• The Neighbourhood Plan seeks to ensure that 
 new development meets design criteria that   

  include:
  •   Minimising impact on existing residents

 •   Providing adequate car parking on-site   
       and including vehicle charging points

1.  Heath House, 
2.  Virginia Cottage
3.  Old Mill House
4.  Model Farm Workers Cottages, 
     Rectory Road
5.  Peartree Cottage
6.  Pair of traditional farm 
     cottages, Folly Road
7.  Great Waldingfield Garage
8.  Ardley House

9.   Chota Cottage 
10. The Compasses Beer House
11.  Ye Old Cottage
12. Ivy Cottage
13. Old Oak Cottage
14. Nutwood Cottage
15. White Cottage, Folly Road
16. Molly’s Cottage, Folly Road
17.  Milestone, B1115
18. Old Mill Cottage

 •   Providing suitable ducting for superfast   
       broadband

 •   Minimising water run-off and flooding
 •   Maintaining and improving highway safety 
 •   Minimising light pollution 

Highways and Movement
Objectives
Any new development is well connected to the services in 
the village, particularly for pedestrians and cyclists.

Seek ways of improving road safety and community 
transport services.

Neighbourhood plans have little power to introduce 
highway improvements as most schemes will not require 
planning permission. Improvements are therefore reliant on 
the County Council’s Highways Department for investment 
in projects or improvements required as part of the 
mitigation of the impact of development proposals.

• The Plan promotes the improvement and 
 extension of the existing network of public rights   

  of way.

Village Services and Facilities
Objective
Protect and improve our present facilities and green  
spaces; develop new high quality accessible amenities.

• The Plan seeks to prevent the loss of valued  
  facilities or services which support the local  
  community.

• The loss of open space, sport and recreation  
  facilities will be resisted and the provision of  
  new facilities will be supported.

• Neighbourhood Plans are able to designate  
  and protect land of particular importance to  
  local communities as Local Green Spaces.  
  They have to meet certain criteria and the  
  Plan identifies the following 13 as Local Green  
  Spaces:

1.   Folly Road Allotments
2.   Green Acre
3.   Lavenham Road Allotments
4.   Playing Field
5.   Queen’s Jubilee Gardens
6.   Heath Estate Greens
7.   Folly Road Open Space

8.   Overing Avenue Open Space
9.   Knights Field
10. Old School Wood 
11.  Churchyard
12. Ten Trees Road Open Space
13. Cherry Orchard, Folly Road



Neighbourhood Plan consultation details
Drop-in Event
We’ll be at the Village Hall on Saturday 11 June between 11.00 am and 4.00 pm where you’ll be able to 
find out more about the Plan and talk to members of the Steering Group. 
 
How to view the Plan 
When the consultation commences, the full version of the Plan will be available to download at:
https://www.greatwaldingfield.uk/draft-np 

If you don’t have access to the internet, paper copies will be available to borrow during the consultation 
period from Rectory Manor Hotel, Rectory Road CO 10 0TL between 11 - 3pm Monday - Saturday

How to comment
During the consultation period, you can comment in one of three ways. Comments must be received by 
Monday 1 August. 
• Complete a comments form online on the website above. Forms completed online make our task  
 much easier!   OR
• Complete a comments form at the village meeting,   OR
• With the hard copy borrowed from Rectory Manor Hotel, complete a comments form, which   
 can be returned to one of the following locations : the Village Shop, the White Horse pub or the  
 Primary School.

We want your comments, even if you support everything in the Plan. 

COMMENTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY MONDAY 1 AUGUST
WE CANNOT ACCEPT COMMENTS AFTER THIS TIME

Once the consultation ends, all comments received will be reviewed and the Plan will be 
amended as necessary. It will then be submitted to Babergh District Council who will undertake 
a second round of consultation before the Plan is assessed by an Independent Examiner. The 
Plan will then be subject to a Parish Referendum open to all on the Electoral Register. A simple 
majority in favour of the Plan will mean that it can be used by the District Council when making 
decisions on planning applications.

The Process

Employment and Business
Objective
Provide for the needs of existing businesses and encourage 
opportunities for home working and local employment

• The Plan supports the retention and development
        of existing employment and other business uses,
  including the sites west of Ten Tree Road that   

  were once part of the airfield.
• The loss of employment sites is generally not   

  supported except in defined circumstances.

• New business development is supported within
       the Settlement Boundaries where they would not
       have an unacceptable impact on residential
       amenity, heritage assets and the highways network. 

• Outside the Settlement Boundaries, employment   
  development for small scale employment will be

 supported where it is of a scale and nature 
 appropriate to a countryside location.
• Employment uses of redundant traditional farm
  buildings and other rural buildings will be 
 supported.


