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Present: John Steele (Chairman), Dave Crimmin (Clerk), Colin Spence (Suffolk County 
Councillor), Margaret Maybury (Babergh District Councillors), PC Simon Vaughan, 
Community Wardens and 16 members of the public including 3 GWPC councillors. 

2017/01 Apologies for Absence 
Apologies received from David Taylor, Laura Wilson, Barry Abson and Frank Lawrenson (Babergh 
District Councillor). 
 
2017/02 Minutes of Meeting held on 18th April 2016 
After adding Frank Lawrenson to the attendees, the minutes of the meeting were approved and 
signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
 
2017/03 Parish Council Report 
John Steele gave the Parish Council report.  “In June of last year we welcomed Laura Wilson as a 
replacement for Andrew Barlow.  At the 12 Parish Council meetings in the last year the council 
considered 32 planning applications. Whilst the Parish Council agreed with Babergh on the 
majority of applications there where one or two that we could not comment on. Chilton Woods 
seems to have gone very quiet over the past year with no update from Suffolk County Council or 
Babergh District Council. As usual the question of the infrastructure and other issues remain 
unanswered. 
 
Great Waldingfield Parish Council has set a precept of £45,450 which will mean a 0% increase in 
the Band D Council Tax for 2016 / 2017.  Parking around the school during term times, at key 
points of the day still continues to present local residents with challenges. The parking improved for 
a short time but has started creeping back to being problematical with some residents having 
difficulty with lines of sight at the road junctions. 
 
The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Garden still continues to get more impressive as plants get 
established. Our band of volunteers continue to make the plan devised by Linda Lutz a reality, 
slightly spoiled by some people using the hedgerow surrounding the garden as a point of access 
and not the intended footpath openings. We again thank all those volunteers who look after the 
garden and other open spaces around the village for their hard work. Also, a mention for George 
Millins for his work within the nature area at the Bowls club. 
 
We hope that residents continue to be happy with the arrangements that we have in place to have 
the footpaths cut by our own contractor on 6 occasions during the year. We worked with the Suffolk 
County Council Rights of way officer to upgrade footpath 11 from Folly road to the Church with 
financial help from Colin Spence our county councillor. This is now complete and is much safer to 
walk on. 
 
The Christmas tree lights switch on was again successful and attended by a great many residents.  
For Christmas 2017 we have agreed with Babergh to put lights on the large conifer on Green Acre 
so we are hoping for a more impressive light display.  The Community Wardens, Bradley Smith 
and his team, continue to have a positive impact on the village and we would like to thank them for 
their much appreciated efforts and contributions. 
 
The Spedwatch volunteers, again co-ordinated by Harry Taylor have run monthly surveys 
throughout the last year, they continue to monitor motorists who speed through our village. If there 
is anyone who is interested in joining the scheme, as we are always looking for volunteers then 
please contact Harry Taylor or myself. The Parish Council has been looking into installing some 
SID signs (speed indicator device) with the help of Colin Spence who has co funded the cost, we 
are hoping they will be installed by the summer of this year. 
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I would again like to take this opportunity to thank the Parish Councillors for their time and efforts 
on behalf of the Parish, and for their support for the achievements of this last year. I would also like 
to express my thanks to all the other voluntary bodies in the village who continue to make life that 
little bit easier and better by doing their bit. 
 
Finally, as his current term of office ends I would like to express my thanks and the thanks of the 
Parish to our County Councillor Colin Spence for the donations and help he has afforded us and 
the work he carries out on our behalf within the county council. Also our thanks to the district 
councillors Margaret Maybury and Frank Lawrenson for their efforts on our behalf at Babergh 
District Council.” 
 
2017/04 Community Wardens 
Bradley Smith gave the report on behalf of the Community Wardens which covered the following: 
 

• Following Storm Doris (23 Feb 2017) the fallen trees on footpath 11 was cleared away 
efficiently; a number of trees fallen on back roads around Waldingfield and Valley Road, 
removed quickly and efficiently which resulted in minimal disruption to traffic; telephone 
cables were blown down in the roads, Community Wardens attended and instructed BT 
engineer to deal. 

• Bus Shelter on Ten Tree Road vandalised, windows now removed and securely boarded 
up – no further acts of vandalism. 

• Litter clearance around the village. 

• We have installed two new dog bins, at the end of footpath 11 and Folly Road. 

• We have installed 4 new grit bins, installed in the Heath Estate. 

• Pot Holes near the Bowls Club have been filled in. 

• Excess heap removed from footpath 11 and used to fill the hole in the ground at the village 
hall. 

• Decoration of the Town Christmas tree. 

• New structure at Sudbury Town Hall is now complete. 
 
2017/05 Report from County Councillor 
Colin Spence gave his report which highlighted the issues dealt with over the past year at Suffolk 
County Council.  “The County Council has met their pledge of freezing the basic level of Council 
tax since the last election. That’s a seven-year freeze! It is committed to running a low-tax County 
Council and maintaining services by being more effective and efficient with resources rather than 
making the residents pay more.   In 2016, the Council renewed more than 300 miles of roads 
across the county after an investment of an additional £10 million. We implemented an online 
reporting system for potholes which has seen over 70% of customers move online where they can 
receive updates on works, greatly decreasing the response time.  
 
Caring for Suffolk’s elderly and vulnerable residents has remained one of our highest priorities. 
With an aging population, we have supported residents to live active and fulfilling lives. To honour 
the Council’s commitment to adult social care, the administration has taken all opportunities 
presented to it to invest in front line services, for two consecutive years (2016/17 & 2017/18) we 
introduced the adult social care precept, approved by the Government, at 2% and 3% respectively.  
This money is ring-fenced and goes directly to front line services.  In the 2017/18 budget the 
Council will be investing £12.3m in full to front line services and to those hardworking people who 
care for our elderly population.  We will target this money into the care sector to provide a 
sustainability and safe, high quality care.  In addition, the Chancellor of the Exchequer announced 
additional funding to support social care for the vulnerable and older residents in his recent Budget 
statement. A percentage of this will be allocated to Suffolk but details still to be announced. 
 



GREAT WALDINGFIELD ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 24th April 2017 at Gt Waldingfield Village Hall  

 

 

 

 

Signed ………………………………………………    Date……………………..            Series Page 45 

Since the last election in May 2013 Suffolk Schools have gone from 60% ‘Good’ or ‘Outstanding’ 
rating by OFSTED to an amazing 90%. This means that 9/10 children in Suffolk now have access 
to the highest standards of education thanks to the tireless work of Suffolk’s Conservatives.  We 
are now ranked in the top half of all authorities in the country for GSCE results.  Suffolk 
Conservatives are dedicated to keeping the residents of Suffolk healthy. We have established 
sporting events across the county, which have inspired thousands of people, including “Park 
Runs”, almost 150 walks, the Women’s Tour of Britain and the inaugural Great East Run. We 
continue to work closely with the NHS Mental Health Trust and with other services and charities to 
help support the most fragile. 
 
Over the past four years we have managed to work with partners to secure millions of pounds of 
improvement to the rail network, with brand new rolling stock and reduced journey times under the 
new rail franchise with Greater Anglia. Our continued investment in community transport through 
our Connecting Communities scheme has extended services in rural areas, allowing everyone to 
access public transport no matter how remote their location.  At a Parish level I have been able to 
support the upgrade to Footpath 11 which I have financed from my County Councillor’s Locality 
Budget.  Finally; the County Council come to the end of its current term of office as elections to 
choose County Councillors across Suffolk take place on Thursday 4 May 2017.” 
 
2017/06 Report from District Councillor 
Margaret Maybury updated the meeting on the last year at Babergh.  “For Babergh District Council 
the year of 2016/2017 has seen many changes, successes and some disappointments.  The 
Council agreed to calling in the Boundary Commission when it was noticed we were approaching 
the 10% (plus or minus) rule on electorate representation.  The process is still on-going but the 
Council agreed to recommend reducing the number of District Councillors from 43 to 31 with effect 
from 2019.  This, although logically explained, has caused concern for me representing a rural 
Ward with the unique culture of the area.  I believe this will have an effect on the Ward but as yet I 
do not know what. 
 
The Council also agreed changing to a Leader/Cabinet model for Babergh, taking effect from May 
2017.  This model will involve a Leader plus members of cabinet following the style already 
adopted in neighbouring councils.  At the moment the number proposed for cabinet members is 
seven in total but the model can accommodate up to ten inclusive of the leader.  The Council 
Constitution has also been streamlined and updated.  Babergh has also seen the appointment, in 
January, of a new Chief Executive, Arthur Charvonia, after the resignation of Charlie Adan.  The 
biggest change for the Council will be the move to Endeavour House, Ipswich, later this year which 
will include our colleagues in Mid Suffolk joining us and County under one roof.  This will allow full 
sharing of district council staff and facilities.  Centres for access will be available in Sudbury and 
possibly one in Hadleigh too but decisions have not been finalised. 
 
Considering successes at the Council includes, building new council homes with the closest to the 
Ward being the twelve under construction at Meadow Close, Lavenham.  This is part of a project of 
building twenty-seven new homes within the district, with hopefully more affordable housing on the 
way after Babergh received just on £190, 000 in a grant to promote community led housing.  
£460,000 of income has been generated this year from the Solar PV project which is almost 70% 
up on last year and comes from solar panels installed on council housing.   And across the two 
districts ninety-seven empty homes have been brought back into use generating more income, 
together with helping tenants avoid eviction through the Financial Inclusion Project, this is good 
news.  Neighbourhood plans in Lavenham and East Bergholt have been accepted and others are 
in the pipeline. 
 
Disappointments have included the fall in the five year land supply at Babergh which has been 
sparked by the Judicial Review of the planning application at East Bergholt, whereby developers 
have been disillusioned to apply for development potential.  This unfortunately may have a knock 
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on effect across the District with local planning rules being usurped by national guidelines, which is 
not what we would hope or expect in the community.  However, good news is that a national 
Halifax survey ranks Babergh District as twenty-fifth out of a list of fifty, for best rural authorities 
with the best quality of life, up considerably in achievement from last year and the highest ranking 
in Suffolk.   
 
On a personal level, this year has seen me join the administration team as the Portfolio Holder for 
Community Capacity Building and Engagement; a position I am enjoying immensely.  I continue to 
attend parish council meetings as much as possible and other events where I can.  I have been on 
my annual litter picking campaign this Spring and joined two of the villages within the Ward, Acton 
and Little Waldingfield on their efforts to keep their area tidy.  I have also walked some of the roads 
in Great Waldingfield clearing as I go.  I must say it is looking better with less litter collected this 
year but this may be the result of those unsung heroes who go out on a daily walk, collect rubbish 
and dispose of it at home.  I extend a big thank you to them.  However, it must be said that fly 
tipping has seen a worrying increase across the district.  It is the responsibility of the district to 
remove this waste and I urge all to report any instances to stop the unwanted attraction of rubbish 
as I feel that rubbish attracts rubbish.  It costs Babergh £400,000 per annum for litter, dog waste, 
fly-tipping and general rubbish collecting. 
 
To leave on a positive note, I enjoy the privilege of representing the Ward at Babergh District 
Council; I appreciate the responsibility given to me and I sincerely hope to be part of the senior 
administration team within the Cabinet system and I very much welcome the challenge.” 
 
2017/07 Police Report 
PC Simon Vaughan updated residents on the role of an SNT PC in the Communities team and 
highlighted the issues faced by: 

• The reduction in staff since April 2016 

• The operating hours of the PCSO’s changing so that they do not work beyond 6pm 

• Community PC’s often being re-assigned to other issues not directly related to the 
community but their secondary roles 

• The coverage that three PC’s have in the Communities team. 
 

He also asked residents to highlight any policing issues they may have to the SNT as with the right 
priority it would in time be attended by the SNT. 
 
2017/08 Parochial Church Council 
Rev Carolyn Hallett gave the following report.  “2016 was again a busy year for the church. We 
continue to enjoy a variety of Sunday Services, Holy Communion, Morning Worship and Family 
Services, in order to provide ‘something for everyone’. There were also a number of baptisms, 
weddings and funerals in the church, as well as some funerals that were conducted at a 
Crematorium.  
 
We continued to support the school, by taking an assembly each week, running a lunch-time club 
and a youth club, and welcoming the children into church for special occasions like the beginning 
of the school year, harvest and Christmas. We ran workshops about the Easter story for the 
younger children, and then in the afternoon, Bishop Mike joined us as the older children carried the 
cross to the church where members of the church performed short dramas of the Easter Story in 
the churchyard. After the school Harvest Service in church, some of the children helped us 
distribute harvest goods to some of the older people in the village; some were also given to the 
Food Bank. 
 
We also welcomed the Beavers to the church when they were working towards the Faith Badge. 
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Our Lay Elders continue to visit people who are elderly or unwell, and the Pop-in on Monday 
mornings is ever popular, and provides an opportunity for people to meet and make friends. 
 
We ran courses in Lent and at Advent, and ran our annual holiday at Sizewell Hall – the age range 
was 1 to 90, and everyone enjoyed it very much. There were a number of special events in 2016 
including a Quiz; a Book Sale, the annual Christmas Dinner in the Village Hall for pensioners, and 
weekly lunches during Lent. We’re grateful to everyone who opened their Garden in June, which 
along with Royal Memorabilia and a special Church Service celebrated the Queen’s 90th birthday. 
The Harvest Supper was well attended, as was the Christmas Fair; and a Christmas Concert with 
Hexchordia who play medieval instruments and sing.   
 
Once again we are very grateful for the contributions on our Gift Day in November for the work and 
maintenance of the church. On much of it we were able to reclaim the tax through the Gift Aid 
scheme. Thank you too for your support for the events we run, many of which help us with our 
funds as well. We are grateful to everyone who is involved in any way in the church, including 
people who clean, arrange flowers and wind the clock! Thank you to everyone.” 
 
2017/09 Braithwaite Allotment Trust 
Rev Carolyn Hallett gave the following report.  “The Trustees met three times in 2016, the summer 
meeting being preceded by a walk round both sets of allotments, most of which were being well 
tended. The new water bath in the Folly Road allotments is in place, but because of the wet 
weather had not had a great deal of use. The replacement gateposts looked sturdy and greatly 
improved the entrance. Sadly David Floyd had to tender his resignation following a stroke (from 
which thankfully he is recovering very well). We are very grateful to him for the work he has put in 
for the Trust over many years. Dave Crimmin has agreed to take on the role of Treasurer. There is 
a healthy balance in the Braithwaite Trust funds.” 
 
2017/10 Friends of St Lawrence 
Rev Carolyn Hallett gave the following report.  “A small group of people continue to run an annual 
Plant Sale to raise money to help maintain the church building. Sadly David Floyd had to retire as 
treasurer this year following a stroke (from with thankfully he is recovering well). Emma Rayner has 
agreed to take over this role for which we are very grateful. The current project is to replace the 
plaster on the south wall.” 
 
2017/11 Primary School Governors 
Headmistress Tina Hosford gave the following report.  “It is almost a year since we received a 
Good judgement for OFSTED. It was the official recognition the school deserved for all the hard 
work done by the children, staff and governors. The Good judgement was quickly followed by 
significantly improved outcomes at the end of all three key stages – Foundation Stage, Key Stage 
One and Key Stage Two. More children in Y1 passed the Phonics Screening Check than in the 
previous year. All of this reflects the rise in standards of teaching and learning. Of course there is 
no room for complacency and our commitment to school improvement remains on track. 
 
Our school continues to grow. The school is now officially single form entry and has increased its 
PAN from 20 to 30 which provides 70 extra places and if full would take us to 210 children. The 
building work that was completed in the summer of 2015 included a new classroom, a break out 
room and extensive renovation to the outside areas. This summer a further classroom is being 
created through a small extension and remodelling the existing space inside the building. This will 
give us seven classrooms, each with enough space for 30 children. Since the LA increased our 
PAN many children from the village who had to take places at other schools have taken advantage 
of the extra places and now attend their village school. It is important for children to have a place at 
their village school. 
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We have also rebranded. The village sign has disappeared from our sweatshirts and has been 
replaced with a new emblem that represents our Christian ethos and our rural location. 
It is no secret that school budgets are in crisis and Great Waldingfield, like so many other schools 
is suffering from a lack of funding. A National Funding Formula promised by the government to 
make funding to schools fair will still leave Suffolk schools as some of the poorest. The lack of 
funding is certainly a challenge for schools and inevitably means that cuts have to be made. 
Additionally it also means that schools have to be more creative. We also have some incredible 
parents who give of their time and money so generously.  
 
Amanda Spielman the new head of OFSTED wants schools to provide a broad and inspiring 
curriculum. The constraints of underfunding make this difficult. However through a tailored 
curriculum for Great Waldingfield using the locality and members of the community this can be 
achieved. We would also like to work with local businesses drawing on their expertise and possibly 
some sponsorship.  
 
The lack of safe sporting facilities for our school remains a disappointment. It is exceedingly 
difficult to host football matches with one goal! We are desperate to improve sporting facilities for 
the children of Great Waldingfield and two years ago this looked to be a reality but sadly this was 
not to be. The fencing remains in storage and the children’s health and well-being remain in 
jeopardy. It is to the detriment of the village that there are no sporting facilities for the young or the 
old. On behalf of the children I would ask for you to allow us to provide that facility in the very near 
future. 
 
A good school attracts young families to the village and a village needs young families for it to be 
sustainable. Our school is determined to get to outstanding and with the support from the 
community I have every confidence that will be achieved.” 
 
2017/12 First Friends 
No report submitted. 
 
2017/13 WI 
Maisie Root gave the following report.  ”Once again our meetings have been very successful with a 
variety of interesting speakers and entertainers.  We now have 30 members with the majority living 
in the village.  Each month we have a different speaker or entertainer hoping to please all 
members.  We usually have a cake stall in Sudbury market and last year we had a Soup and 
Natter lunch, where we invited other WI’s - it proved very profitable.  We have had several coach 
outings to see shows at the Regent Theatre in Ipswich and are hoping to celebrate our 99th 
birthday in June with a boat trip on the River Cam having fish and chips on board.  This year it is 
our turn to host the Group Meeting in September - a trio “Harbour Lights” has been booked as 
entertainment with the other WI’s in our Group assisting with finance. 
 
Where possible members attend events organised by other WI’s also courses held at Park Farm 
the main office in BSE and also special programmes at the Apex.  We try to assist all members 
when they require transport - so we hope that in the course of the year all members can enjoy what 
the WI has to offer.” 
 
2017/14 Branchlines 
Philip Howlett read the report on behalf of David Taylor.  
 
“OLD SCHOOL WOOD 
Branchlines has managed the wood for the parish since 2008.  We have run monthly Saturday 
morning volunteer working parties. People visit daily and it is used by the school for educational 
trips. Trees and wildlife populations continue to flourish with advice and support from Suffolk 
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Wildlife Trust and Green Light Trust.  Our financing is from grants and from donations by 
parishioners. We have funds in reserve. 
 
New Since Last Year 
The village school has ‘adopted a plot’ and arranged for a professional forest school leader to run a 
weekly session.  We have coppiced half of the new hedge on the top bank.  The areas by the 
mound, the benches and the pond have been improved with more wild flowers and nettle control. 
There is a new notice board at the main entrance gate. 
 
Routine Work 
As usual, a few broken stakes and dead trees needed replacing for which we have our own tree 
nursery on the allotments.  We mowed paths and grass areas as necessary, with the generous 
help of local farmer, Mr. Cornish.  We cleared ragwort and some other invasive plants.  We dealt 
with minor litter and dog waste problems. 
 
EVENTS 
The annual quiz was, once more, well attended and enjoyed.  Our AGM was held in January with 
Neil Catchpole as speaker. David Taylor was re-elected chairman, Faith Marsden secretary, Philip 
Howlett treasurer. Lyn Humphries has resigned, having moved away. 
 
PLANS 
We will continue routine maintenance 
This year will hopefully see the purchase of extra land for a community orchard and meadow. 
Our Quiz is Friday June 9th. Our next AGM is in early 2018.” 
 
2017/15 Horticultural Society 
Linda Lutz read the report on behalf of John Hughes.  “My report is very brief but positive, in 2016 
we held both Spring and Autumn Shows in the Village Hall, both attracting about the same number 
of exhibitors and visitors as previous years, but noticeably some new faces, which is encouraging. 
 
We have been plagued with our committee having serious illnesses some requiring periods of 
hospitalisation, none of us come under the category of spring chickens and we could not have 
continued without the help of willing volunteers helping on show days, enabling us to provide an 
outlet for villagers to show their skills and the public to view, I hope we can continue staging this 
part of the traditional village calendar, but to do this we do need additional help and soon. Gt. 
Waldingfield has the best horticultural show in the area, we don't want to go the same way as 
Sudbury whose ultimate failure was purely down to lack of volunteers willing to serve on the 
committee. 
 
Finally I am pleased to be able to report the Horticultural Show Committee is financially sound, 
maintaining a modest bank balance, we have done this by reducing costs by doing our own 
printing of schedules and exhibitors entry cards, resulting in a considerable cost saving.” 
  
2017/16 QDJ Garden 
Linda Lutz read the report on behalf of Chris Francis.  “It is 4 years since the Horticultural Show 
Committee created the Jubilee Garden to Linda's design. The garden continues to thrive with the 
trees and shrubs growing very well. Many of the perennials we have been able to split and divide 
to add further plantings around the garden. Last year's summer display was very successful and 
many villagers commented on how lovely the garden looked.  In October/November we planted a 
good collection of spring flowering bulbs and plants and hope to again have a good display. 
 
Brian Rose has now completed two Jubilee Garden sign boards, which will be a beautiful addition 
and asset to the garden. We have asked Frank Marsden to erect these signs on post's so hopefully 



GREAT WALDINGFIELD ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 24th April 2017 at Gt Waldingfield Village Hall  

 

 

 

 

Signed ………………………………………………    Date……………………..            Series Page 50 

it will not be too long before they are on display.  The garden furniture is in urgent need of painting 
to avoid deterioration. 
 
The wardens moved the compost bins from the back of the garden to a place near the path which 
looked awful- we moved the bins into a position in the garden near to the little shed(Tree Tops) but 
neighbours complained to this stating that children were creating a nuisance and throwing items 
from the bins into their gardens. We have removed the compost bins but now have a problem of 
what to do with the garden waste. 
 
We have had some mindless vandalism over the last few months-we planted wall flower plants and 
other annuals and on our return to the garden were alarmed to find that these plants had been 
pulled up and destroyed and left on the paths. We have to report that the floor of the "Tree Tops 
House" has also been vandalised and one level of the floor completely ripped out. The boundary 
hedge Eleagnus has grown very well but has suffered damage. Despite the garden having two 
paths - some people make access to the garden through the hedge damaging the shrubs. We 
have witnessed them riding their bikes and scooters through the hedge.  I would to thank Linda 
Lutz, Anne Francis and Mary Plaquet for all the hard work that they put into making the garden an 
attractive place.” 
 
2017/17 Village News 
Dave Crimmin read the report on behalf of Pam Eggby and Sally Brinton.  “The village magazine 
continues to be popular and much appreciated in the village.  We distribute to all homes in the 
village with the help of volunteers.  We have had some difficulties this year owing to the retirement 
of Jenny Taylor from Stour Businesses, she had for many years collated the articles and 
advertisements each month.  We have been very lucky to have a volunteer from the village willing 
to take over this task and we are grateful to Ian Kossick. The advertisements are our main source 
of income and keep us solvent and able to circulate free of charge. We are grateful to the parish 
council for their generous donation.” 
 
2017/18 Bowls Club 
Jean Misselbrook gave the following report.  “We have had another good year at the Bowls Club 
with our current membership standing at 89. Somewhat less than last year but we have 
unfortunately lost a number of our stalwart members and some members did not renew for 
personal reasons. 
 
We have continued with the maintenance of the building and have installed new and additional car 
park signs which should last many years.  We also keep the area around the bottle banks clear of 
the rubbish that is fly-tipped and we have cleared the ditch of rubbish behind the clubhouse 
together with the fire exit pathway.   
 
We supported the Great Waldingfield & Acton Scouts with a collection of £228.28 which they are 
putting towards the cost of equipment and we hope to introduce some of the cubs to bowling next 
month.  We have decided that, as the Club is facing increased costs with less coming in, that we 
will not be supporting any charities this year. 
We are all looking forward to another enjoyable year of bowling and social events and hope to 
continue for many more years.” 
 
2017/19 Speed Watch 
Harry Taylor updated resident on the surveys and objectives of the speed watch scheme in Great 
Waldingfield. 
 
2017/20 Questions 
There were no questions raised. 
The meeting closed at 8.58pm. 


