
Biodiversity Working Group Report of Meeting Fri 8 July 
 
The first meeting of our much awaited group took place just last Friday at 3pm at the village hall. 
Those present were Cllr Pete Berry, Cllr Amy Ward, Cllr Kerry Francis, Chris Francis, David Taylor, 
George Millins, Gail and Ray Baxter. Apologies were sent from Cllr Denise Hastings, County Cllr Philip 
Faircloth-Mutton, District Cllr Margaret Maybury and Richard Parmee( Babergh) 
 
It was thought that starting a social media page of the group would be helpful, which could include 
useful tips eg how to make a bee bath and how to be make a network of hedgehog avenues. This 
hopefully could be launched before the school holidays to catch interest within the village children. 
It was also considered asking the Parish Council to possibly sponsor a scheme of planting wild 
flowers and grass seeds in residents back gardens in an attempt to lure butterflies back to the 
village. This could be advertised as every street needing a butterfly champion, and the butterflies 
flitting from one street to the next, with eventually gaps being filled and a list of champions 
published. An article on what can and cannot now be recycled both in our bins, and in the village 
would also be helpful it was decided. 
 
It was worryingly noticed that grass had been cut on Greenacres, where the Bee Orchids are located. 
Cllr Berry will liase with the local council to remind them of our rare plant species and the mowing 
requirements around them. Behind Greenacres on the wildlife strip of land opposite the bowls club, 
it was noted by Mr Millins that the sign stating  "Conservation Area" had disappeared, pricing for a 
new sign, and permission to place it, was to be looked into. 
 
It was discussed that the village used to have several large ponds in its perimeters, sadly now there 
is only 2 of any sizable note - at the school and the Old School Wood, which also has a smaller one 
enclosed in its boundaries. Cllr Berry will look at some older maps of the village to find the locations 
of any of these "Ghost Ponds", and discuss bringing them back into use for the purpose of re-
establishing wildlife to the areas involved. This may include the end of the stream at Greenacres on 
the Ten Tree Road junction. 
 
Dr Taylor mentioned the possibility of a footpath working party to make the current village 
footpaths more accessible and usable, advice from Suffolk County Council is being sought re possible 
insurance and training costs. Dr Taylor also enquired as to the cutting of hedges that obstruct 
people’s movements on footpaths. It was noted that hedges cannot be cut between the months of 
March and August, due to birds nesting, but it was felt that a reminder to those with hedges 
adjacent to the footpath / highway be sent to reinforce their responsibility to the local walking 
community.  Dr Taylor asked if the PC if there was any truth in the road between Acton and Long 
Melford including a cycle lane (and the possibility of extending it into the village), This is to be 
investigated, as is an Asset of Community Interest for an area of land within the village. i It is also to 
be investigated, with the help of Chilton Parish council, the possibility of shrub planting on the 
entrance to Carbonels, to enhance the first impression of village visitors and residents. Cllr Berry is 
also to liase with the parish clerk to add woodland and grassland as specific habitats in the groups 
terms of reference. 
 
It was saddening to hear that Mr Millins and Mr Francis only collected a very small proportion of 
frogs during their spring period this year, with the number being just over double figures for the 
whole duration, whereas it was not uncommon for over this amount to be helped nightly just a few 
years ago. 
 



The meeting finished at 4.45pm. The volunteering work of the assembled villagers ( and other 
helpers) was given thanks, on behalf of the council, with the hope that this new initiative could help 
Great Waldingfield become a greener place to live, both environmentally and visually. 


