
Summary of actions and emails regarding ‘rosebush purchase’. 

 

02.06.2021  - £32.73 was spent in Perrywoods. 

14.06.2021– Amount of £39.73 claimed as Cllr. Baldwin’s coffee morning 

expenses. £7.00 of this was for the purchase of 2 serving plates and some 

cutlery (till receipt available). 

23.08.2022– I inspected the financial records relating to 2021/22. 

20.09.2022 – I emailed Sue expressing a concern that £32.73 seemed rather a 

lot of money to be spent on flowers for a coffee morning. (Copy available) 

23.09.2022 – Sue responded by informing me that this amount related to a 

discussion at the PC meeting on 14.06.2021 where Cllr. Baldwin proposed that 

£45.40 remaining from a £265 donation be spent by the volunteer group on 

bulbs. (Copy available) 

26.09.2022 – I emailed Sue asking where the £265 donation came from. I also 

pointed out that the original claim for £32.73 specifically referred to flowers 

for a coffee morning with no mention of bulbs. I also asked why there is no 

itemised till receipt from Perrywoods. Also, the proposal to spend the money 

on bulbs was not made until 14th June which is 12 days after it had been spent. 

(Copy available). 

29.09.2022 – Sue messaged me to say that the power used for expenditure 

was the Localism Act 2011.  She also informed me that the money came from 

the projects budget. Not sure how either of these statements are relevant. Sue 

also said she would keep an eye on Perrwoods future invoicing and that when 

the bulbs are planted in the spring she has asked Perrywoods to provide a full 

itemised invoice. She also informed me that all future correspondence will be 

uploaded onto the website. (Copy available). 

29.09.2022 – I again expressed difficulty in understanding why the original 

claim was for coffee morning flowers and then after the ‘flowers’ had been 

bought Cllr. Baldwin proposed that the money be spent on bulbs. This 

confusion could have been avoided if an itemised Perrywoods bill had been 

provided. I also expressed concern that, in many instances, expenditure is 



being authorised by the same person who spent the money. This is obviously 

not good accounting practice. (Copy available). 

12.10.2022– I asked Sue if he had been able to shed any light on what the 

£32.73 was actually spent on. I also queried her assertion that the money was 

actually the balance of a £265 GWPC donation. As £264.60 had already been 

spent by the volunteers representative, that left a balance of only 40p. (Copy 

available) 

19.10.2022 – Sue sent details of the cash book entries relating to the payments 

to Chris Francis and Cllr. Baldwin. She also asserts that the Chairman is paid an 

allowance to meet the expenses of their office. This as a long email but most of 

it appeared irrelevant. (Copy available). 

19.10.2022– I informed  Sue that I was already aware that £264.60 had been 

spent on bulbs. I also queried the fact that the original claim (copy available) 

from Chris Francis was actually for the £219.60 which he had already spent on 

bulbs/flowers. As he was actually paid £264.60, I asked if there are any receipts 

for the additional expenditure.  

 As Sue (in her previous email) appeared to be asserting that the £32.73 was 

actually spent on Coffee morning flowers and not bulbs I asked why flowers 

were essential for a coffee morning and asked how they formed a legitimate 

expense that the Chair could have incurred in carrying out her official duties. I 

also pointed out, again, that all of this could have been avoided if an itemised 

Perrywoods till receipt had been provided. In an attempt to bring this matter 

to a close, I asked Sue to confirm that the £32.73 spent in Perrywoods was for 

coffee morning flowers and not bulbs as she had previously told me. (Copy 

available). 

18.11.2022  - Sue informed me that any correspondence/emails will go to the 

full Parish council. In her reply she states that the £32.73 was used to purchase 

a rose bush for the QDJ volunteers. She also states that receipts are with the 

invoices. (Copy available). 

22.11.2022 – I expressed surprise that it is now claimed that the £32.73 was 

spent on a rose bush for the QDJG volunteers – nothing to do with a coffee 

morning or bulbs. I asked for the copies of the receipt and invoice relating to 



this purchase. In her reply, Sue clearly states that she has them. I also asked 

where it is planted as it seems an odd gift for a group of volunteers to share. 

I also questioned the cost of the rose bush, as, after checking on-line, the 

normal price range for a rose bush appears to be around £12-£17. I also asked 

if she had managed to locate the receipts for the additional £45 spent by Chris 

Francis. 

 


