
 
5 December 2022 
 

Report to Great Waldingfield Parish Council 
 

Submission of Great Waldingfield Neighbourhood Plan to Babergh District Council 
The Neighbourhood Plan was subject to the formal “pre-submission” consultation 
between 11 June and 1 August 2022 and carried out in accordance with the 
government’s regulations. 
A total of 39 completed responses were received from individuals and responses 
were also received from: 

 Babergh District Council 
 Suffolk County Council 
 Acton Parish Council 
 Chilton Parish Council 
 Historic England 
 Ministry of Defence 
 National Grid 
 National Highways 
 The RSPB 
 Suffolk Wildlife Trust 
 Rectory Manor Hotel 

Attached to this report is: 
1 - a schedule of all comments received, in Plan order, together with the Steering 
Group’s proposed response to the comments; and 
2 – a schedule of proposed modifications to the Plan in response to the comments 
and as required to bring the Plan up-to-date. The schedule does not include every 
minor amendment, such as changes to the Contents page that will be required as a 
consequence to the modifications. 
The schedules will form a major element of the Consultation Statement that will need 
to accompany the Plan when it is submitted to Babergh District Council. 
Consultation Outcome 
The draft Plan has been generally well received, particularly by Babergh District 
Council who will ultimately use the Plan in the determination of planning 
applications. No major amendments are required that would necessitate a further six 
weeks’ consultation to take place. Some minor modifications to the Plan are 



proposed including, in particular, the designation of that part of the Airfield County 
Wildlife Site that is in the parish as Local Green Space along with the woodland in the 
vicinity.  The landowners have been consulted separately on this designation and 
have not objected to the proposed inclusion. 
Next Steps 
In order to progress the Plan, the Parish Council is now required to approve its 
submission to Babergh District Council. This requires approval of the proposed 
modifications to the Plan. In parallel, we are preparing a Consultation Statement and 
a Basic Conditions Statement, both of which are required to be submitted with the 
Plan. The District Council has completed the screening of the draft Plan under both 
the Environmental Impact Assessment and European Habitats Assessment 
regulations and the Plan has been screened out of requiring a full impact 
assessment.   
It is likely that the submission will take place before Christmas. Once the Plan has 
been submitted, it will follow the following stages: 
1 submission Consultation by the District Council (minimum 6 weeks public 

consultation); 
2  independent Examination by a Neighbourhood Plan Examiner; and 
3 if approved by the Examiner, a Parish Referendum open to all those on the 

electoral register.  
4 if the Referendum provides a majority in favour of the Plan, it will be adopted by 

Babergh District Council. 
Recommendation 
The Parish Council is asked to: 
1 agree the responses to the comments, 
2 approved the schedule of proposed modifications to the Plan, and 
3 approve the submission of the Neighbourhood Plan, as amended, to Babergh 

District Council. 
 
Ian Poole 
Managing Director, 
Places4People Planning Consultancy 

 


