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Branchlines, as a charitable voluntary group, manages Old School 
Wood nature reserve for the parish. This covers 6 acres of 
community woodland and meadow with ponds and an orchard. 
Our income is from various grants and from donations by 
parishioners. We have specialised insurance cover with Zurich. We 
run regular volunteer working parties. It is used by forest school 
and other visiting groups. 
 
Recent Developments 
 
We organised a hedge laying course for our volunteers in 
November, thanks to a grant from Suffolk Environmental Projects. 
This was so successful that the Suffolk Tree Warden Network 
asked to run a similar course at the wood soon afterwards. We 
now have two sections of smartly laid hedge along the top path.  
The new pond on Church Meadow dried out last summer in the 
drought but rapidly re-filled with rainwater in the autumn. The 
edges have grassed over and it is ripe for colonisation by plants 
and water creatures. It is important to keep dogs out of the ponds 
to protect the wildlife there. 
We had planted a silver birch near the pond to mark the queen’s 
platinum jubilee. This year we have added a rowan tree next to it 
to mark the coronation of King Charles III. The trees stand by two 
new picnic benches, thanks to a donation from the recently 
disbanded W.I. 
Chris Francis has installed new steps over the bank between the 
two meadows.  
The bird feeding station is proving popular with birds and visitors.  
The annual RSPB bird count in January counted 20 species and 
there would be more in a summer survey. Thanks to our district 
councillor, Margaret Maybury who has provided locality money for 
improving level access via new gates to the forest school area. 
Forest School leader Amy Ward runs the Facebook page for Old 
School Wood. 
 
Routine Work 
There is an annual autumn hay day to cut and rake up the hay. 
For cutting the hay, we are using the motor scythe, purchased 
with a parish council grant. The new hedges, meadow and 



community orchard of 15 fruit trees have done well. The new area 
of woodland called The Glades has proved very popular for hosting 
the forest school. Oswald the owl sculpture stands guard at the 
entrance.  
We mow paths and grass areas as necessary. We selectively clear 
bramble and other invasive plants. We deal with minor litter and 
dog waste problems. We have reported unsocial behaviour. 
We have continued coppicing selected areas, including hazel and 
osier willow, using long thin cut branches to weave decorative low 
fences. Other products include logs and stakes. 
 
Events 
 
Our AGM this year featured guest speaker Andy Jowitt from A 
Rocha. He talked about the work of that charity at Foxearth 
Meadows nature reserve and about British Dragonflies. Our 
committee was re-elected with David Taylor as Chair, Faith 
Marsden as secretary, Philip Howlett as treasurer, Chris Francis as 
vice chair. Amy Ward and Anne Francis have various roles. 
The annual quiz returned with a bang after lockdown with people 
queueing at the door. Many thanks to Brian Rose for tickets and 
publicity and to Adam Rayner, our question master. 
We had a volunteers’ dinner at the village pub. 
 
Wildlife 
 
Biodiversity is good with a wide range of species, some of which 
are rare and protected. There are features to encourage this, such 
as ponds, nest boxes, log piles, bramble thickets, long and short 
grass, nectar species. Surveys continue, especially of birds, 
butterflies and flowers, sometimes as part of national citizen 
science projects. There are far too many species to list here! 
 
Plans 
 
We will continue routine work. 
We hope that annual events can continue this year. 
We are in discussions to improve the signage. 
We are considering installing a chalk bank for butterflies. 
 
David Taylor, chair.                        


