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The church has had a busy year with some highs and lows.  

 It was great to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee service for the Queen with 

bunting and royal themes for our Family celebration service but sad quite soon 

after to share a Memorial service for her Majesty.  She was an amazing 

monarch and a woman of faith who served her country so well. 
 

It’s always a pleasure to welcome the uniformed organisations into church and 

we celebrated St George’s Day and Remembrance Day with them, but it has 

been sad to bury a number of village residents some of whom have been here 

for a lifetime and some whose lives have been cut short by illness. 
 

Its lovely to conduct weddings in the Parish and watch them tie the knot and 

share their hopes and dreams for the future but it was devastating to hear 

about the events in the village that led to a Mum and her daughter’s death. 130 

people came to mourn their passing but also to celebrate the light and joy that 

was Jillu and Louise.  In February we installed a memorial bench for them near 

to the door of the church. A place to reflect on their lives in the quiet and the 

beauty of the churchyard. 
 

One of our other joys this past year has been to open a Community Larder. 

‘Good to eat, too good to waste.’  We have been really encouraged by the number 

of people who come not just to help us cut down on waste but to sit and chat and 

make new friends with the help of beautiful cakes and pastries baked by Gail. 

For many it is a lifeline.  We are indebted to the Parish Council who gave us 

wholehearted support from the word go, providing a room for storage and 

accessing a grant that helps pay for the heating and use of the Hall. Without 

them it wouldn’t have happened.  We are also grateful to Margaret Maybury our 

Babergh councillor for allocating some of her locality budget to us for paying 

for the hire fees that keep the Hall operational.  Fare Share deliver us food 

every week although we never know what they will bring.  Every week is a 

surprise.  Grateful thanks go to our growing band of volunteers who turn up 

every Friday morning. 

There are regular churchyard working parties led by David Taylor. We are 

grateful to all those who work hard to keep the churchyard looking good for 

those who visit graves, those who love the wildlife and flowers and those for 

whom it is a small oasis of peace.  The snowdrops have been amazing and we then 

look forward to the daffodils. 



We are also part of an ‘eco church group’  with others locally. 

In between all of this we have regular Sunday services with families on the first 

Sunday of the month and breakfast, communion services and morning worship. 

There is hopefully something to suit everyone and all are welcome. Keep track of 

what we are doing on facebook, a church near you and the Parish magazine. 
 

Rev’d Faith Marsden 

 


