
           Great Waldingfield Horticultural Show Committee report for 

                            Parish Meeting March 2023 

 

What a year it has been for everyone, we started as Elizabethans and following the 

death of our beloved Queen we are now in the Carolean Era and looking forward with 

anticipation to the Coronation later in the year. 

 

We held last year's Spring Show on 2nd April and were delighted to see the hall so full 

of colourful blooms. In total we had 100 items on show and 33 exhibitors. In the 

afternoon we had 72 visitors who were so pleased to be able to enjoy the exhibits, then 

sit and chat while enjoying tea and cake. We had plenty of positive comments 

especially saying how friendly and welcoming a Show it was. It has always been 

important that the Show can offer something for everyone as we are proud of our 

village and glad to show the talents that may otherwise be hidden. 

 

It was fun running our stall at the Platinum Jubilee Fete where we challenged folks to 

guess the name of Astrid a doll beautifully stitched by Paula, or to guess the weight of 

a basket of vegetables. We gave away paper flower pictures impregnated with flower 

seeds to the children to plant at home- I hope that they had success. We purchased a 

Queen Elizabeth 2nd Jubilee Rose to plant in the Jubilee Garden beside the seat, which 

we planted later in the year, thankfully after the drought. 

 

There was deliberation over cancelling the autumn Show on 17th September after the 

death if Her Majesty but we felt it more appropriate to go ahead especially as one of 

the subjects for the Flower Arranging classes was “A Celebration of Queen Elizabeth 

2nd”.  Despite the prolonged drought, there were 79 entries in the Fruit and Vegetable 

section and 33 in the Flowers and Fuchsia.  Handicrafts and Domestic were especially 

well represented, I did say that we've a talented lot here! 

We were a little disappointed by the number of flower arrangements – perhaps people 

were put off by the “no Oasis rule” but increasing awareness of microplastics in the 

environment has encouraged a movement away from it. Perhaps in line with the new 

Carolean we are trying to make our arrangements pleasing to the eye and to the 

environment. 

 

The Auction proceeds were donated to the Suffolk based lighthouse charity who 

support women, young people and children who are affected by domestic abuse, 

especially pertinent when so many need help. 

 

We could not run the shows without support from the parish council, our wonderful 

judges and our enthusiastic committee and, of course, our exhibitors. Thank you all! 

 

Come along on Sat 25th March – Schedules are available in the Stores here and at Acton 

– there should be something for everyone and all ages.  Join in with your marmalade 

for the contest for the Paddington Bear Award! 

 


