
 

 

It’s very hard to believe that this time last year we were preparing for our big consultation over the 
first draft of the Neighbourhood Plan and yet it was only last month that we were able to send the 
final draft to Babergh for the next stage of the process. 
 
I don’t think that any of us quite realised how much had to be done before it could finally be sent 
off! 
 
The village consultation drop-in held last year in June presented a summary of all the policies and 
supporting text in the draft Neighbourhood Plan. Over 100 people attended the event and 48 
residents commented both at the drop-in or on-line and, together with the statutory consultees, 75 
pages of comments were generated. 
 
Every one of these comments was then read by the consultant who made the decision whether the 
draft Plan needed to be amended as a result. Two comprehensive documents were produced, the 
first containing the responses to the comments and the second showing where amendments were 
to be made. 
 
These documents were passed to the Steering Group and the Parish Council for agreement and 
then all the amendments had to be made to the draft. 
 
The Steering Group’s main work at this time was proofreading and then more proofreading. And it 
is amazing how many times and how many different people  can look through a document and still 
find more mistakes. I suspect there may still be more lurking there somewhere. 
 
At this stage of the process there are certain legal hoops that have to be jumped through to ensure 
that the Plan won’t be thrown out by Babergh before it goes any further - a Consultation document  
and a basic conditions statement have to be created as well as all supporting documents being 
available online. But we have finally got there and the consultant was happy for it all to be sent off. 
 
We now wait for Babergh to do their bit.  They have to assess it initially and then, once they’re 
satisfied, it goes out for another six week consultation at the end of which it will be sent to the 
examiner together with any comments from the consultation.   
 
The examiner will assess it further and then decide what changes need to be made before it can 
go to the village for a referendum. More proofreading will need to be done at this point as well. 
The residents will be asked if they are happy for the Plan to be used to assess future planning 
applications. And we hope that will be a resounding ‘yes’. 
 
There are so many people to thank who have worked hard with us over the last year, Ian Poole, 
our consultant who has had to do a lot of the heavy lifting for us; all those who took the time to 
come to the drop-in and to read the plan and make comments so that we know that this is the 
village plan not just ours and members of the Biodiversity group who worked hard to provide us 
with important information to protect our wildlife and, of course, the Parish Council who, as the 
qualifying body, has continued to support us in all our efforts.  
 
And I want to give my personal thanks to the members of the Steering Group who have been 
unfailingly supportive and positive throughout all of this.  
 
Making a Neighbourhood Plan has certainly turned out to be a long drawn out process for us, but 
one that we consider to be entirely worthwhile as it will give us a legal document that can be used 
to assess any future planning applications, both large and small. And that is something that I 
believe will be very important in the years ahead.  
 


