
As many of you know this will be the last report I write on behalf of the school for the Parish 
Council as I retire at the end of the academic year so I thought I would take the opportunity 
to take a look back over the last ten years. If you read the Village Magazine regularly you will 
already be familiar with much of the happenings at Great Waldingfield through my monthly 
contributions. From long green caterpillars (that’s the whole school in hi-viz vests) worming 
their way across the fields towards the church or the Old School Wood to how we ensure 
academic rigor. 
 
What an amazing journey it has been! When I joined the school in September 2013 there 
were just one hundred and twenty-nine children on role. Suffolk schools were going through 
the enormous upheaval of changing from a three tier system with first, middle and upper 
schools to a two tier system like the rest of the country with primary and secondary schools. 
Coming from Essex I was unaware of Middle Schools. It took me a long time to convince 
parents that we could teach science effectively to 11 year olds without a fully equipped lab. 
 
In 2016 Great Waldingfield CEVC Primary School became a single form entry school. This 
meant that the five mixed age classes became seven single age classes. This was done because 
of the growing numbers of primary aged children in the area and also to meet the demands 
of a progressive curriculum where knowledge and skills are built on year on year and history 
is taught chronologically. An almost impossible task with mixed age classes. Of course a 
growing role inevitably led to building work – an extension; extensive internal remodelling; a 
kitchen refurbishment which included a mains gas supply to the building for the first time and 
the recovery of the LPG tank that had blocked the entrance; and finally a new mains gas boiler 
that meant we no longer needed the unsightly oil tank. In addition to the changes to the inside 
there were improvements to the outside areas of the school most notably fencing a portion 
of the playing field so the children have a safe area for sport and play. 
 
At Great Waldingfield Church of England Primary School we are so proud of our inclusive 
school. Our recent Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools noted in their key 
findings that inclusive was lived out by all and that the Christian vision reflects a community 
where difference is celebrated and embraced. The inspector added that our Christian vision 
for the curriculum is exciting, relevant, broad and diverse. Although Great Waldingfield’s 
curriculum is based firmly on the National Curriculum, as a local authority school we have 
been able to tailor what we teach to widen the cultural horizons of all children and see them 
flourish in modern Britain. We are so lucky to have the hardworking, kind and respectful 
children. OFSTED also graded us a GOOD school – praising us for the rich programme of 
learning we provide. They spoke about ‘the Waldingfield Way’ which encourages all children 
to work hard and try their best.  
 
The joy of being a village school is the partnerships the school makes with its local community 
and how these benefit all parties. Our relationship with the village church and the Old School 
Wood has enriched our curriculum and enthused our children. It is so important children for 
children to connect with their community for their mental health and well-being. 
 
Every decision I have made in the role of headteacher at Great Waldingfield has had the 
children at the heart of it. The children in our care have just one chance at primary education 
and it is our responsibility to make sure the provision is of the highest standard and that they 
feel safe and happy. I recognise at times my determination to provide the very best for the 
children at my school have not resonated well with some but my intensions were honourable. 
So at the end of the academic year I will pass the mantle to Mrs Sarah Baker. Please give her 
a warm Great Waldingfield welcome. Thank you. 
  
 
 

 


