
TREE WARDEN REPORT FOR ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2023 
 
Role of Tree Warden - The Babergh tree warden scheme was 
set up in the 1990’s as part of a national network. Tree wardens 
would liaise between District and Parish Councils and receive 
training. Cuts in local government spending resulted in Babergh 
withdrawing their support. However, there is now a Suffolk Tree 
Warden Network fulfilling that role. They will be holding their AGM 
this year in our village hall and visiting Old School wood. 
We give advice, monitor tree health and protected trees, and may 
arrange for new tree planting. We have no statutory powers and 
do not advise on tree safety. 
My own role as tree warden is separate from Branchlines. 
 
Advice - I am approached from time to time by parishioners. I 
have met with various people to discuss village tree issues. I have 
also helped with parts of the Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
Monitoring - Large numbers of mature trees were lost on the 
Cromwell Fields development, and more recently on the Roman 
Lane development.  
Ash dieback is affecting ash trees in our village. The effect is 
gradual, with mature trees typically losing 20% of leaf cover year 
by year. There is no cure for this disease.  
I have done maintenance on various trees and hedges on public 
land. Many trees are doing well, making our lovely village greener.  
There are still places where garden hedges obstruct the pavement. 
I completed an orchard survey of the parish for UEA. 
 
New Planting - Few opportunities have been available. 
I have planted two new rowan trees at the village hall in 
conjunction with the car park extension. Also, after talks with the 
farmer, two oak trees along the footpath from Lavenham Road to 
the church. 
Our county councillor facilitated a meeting with the Suffolk County 
Farms manager. New planting on their land may well be possible. 
I look forward to resolution of discussions about Cromwell Fields 
green space. There are improvements that could be made here to 
replace lost and dead trees and hedges. 
 
David Taylor 


