Report from Biodiversity Group 2023 — 2024

Although small in number our group has had a busy and successful year.

We welcome any new members, especially if you like getting your hands dirty!

This year we have done the following:

Managed the Great Waldingfield Wildlife Area (GWWA in conjunction with
Suffolk County Council). Here we have undertaken numerous surveys of flora
and wildlife in general. We were rewarded with 100+ Bee Orchids and 16
different species of butterflies. We also planted 375 hedge saplings ( in the
rain in December — thanks to all who joined us for this) and we have had
consultations with the RSPB and SWT on how best to manage the area as a
wildlife refuge.

Held a Bird Box making morning - despite awful weather 10 nest boxes were
made and taken to gardens in the village plus at least 10 bird feeders.

Built giant Bug Hotels in the Churchyard and at the School

Put up 4 bird nest boxes at the Village Hall

Made and put up information signs on the County Wildlife Site ( these will
soon be replaced)

Worked to improve amphibian habitat around the school pond and the school
meadow.

Joined 2 Flora surveys on the County Wildlife Site with the Lavenham Natural
History group — finding lots of examples of the endangered Spreading Hedge
Parsley.

Cleared a fallen tree from a residents garden and used all the wood for
creating habitat for amphibians and reptiles.

Put monthly wildlife tips in the village magazine

Conducted the Frog Patrol

Put a Tawny Owl nest box in a tree on the Folly Road allotments

Worked with the Braithwaite Trust to make the Folly Road allotments
cultivatable and wildlife friendly

Held a seed panting activity - Plants for Pollinators.

We have lots more planned for this coming year and much conservation work to do.

If you would like to join us please contact Gail and Ray via the following email

Gbaxter.gwpc@greatwaldingfield.co.uk

EVERYONE WELCOME but children must be accompanied by an adult.
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