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At the 12 Parish Council meetings in the last year, the councillors considered 32 planning 
applications and one appeal. When our responses to the planning applications are reviewed 
against Babergh’s decisions, there are very few differences. 
 
However, we must still complain of the way that the community has been marginalised in the 
decision to approve Chilton Woods.  Whilst understanding Babergh’s need to get its supply of 
housing on track with government’s housing targets, the regard that has been given to residents’ 
expectations of mitigating the issues of putting 1,150 new homes on the site has been nothing 
short of scandalous.  I hope that I am wrong, but I fear that Chilton Woods will become a blight on 
the local community rather than the exemplar development that we have been promised for many 
years. 
 
Great Waldingfield Parish Council after discussing with Babergh the likely impact of its emerging 
Joint Local Plan on Great Waldingfield, decided that a Neighbourhood Plan be developed to help 
shape the future of development in the parish rather than fight with certain applications when 
submitted to Babergh.  The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group are now busy undertaking the 
engagement with residents in order to understand how you want the village to look like over the 
next 20 years.  If you have not been approached yet, I suspect that will be different in the next 6 
months or so. 
 
Great Waldingfield Parish Council has set a precept of £45,290 which will mean a 0% increase in 
the Band D Council Tax for 2018 / 2019.   
 
Last September we were able to implement the Speed Indicator Device scheme which enables 3 
SID’s to be deployed in the village for 2 weeks in every 6. The Speedwatch volunteers have run 
monthly surveys throughout the last year, they continue to monitor motorists who speed through 
our village. If there is anyone who is interested in joining the scheme, as we are always looking for 
volunteers then please contact me. 
 
We trust that the Christmas tree lights last year met with your approval, and despite very windy 
conditions, it was good to see many of you there for the switch-on, if for not much longer! Thanks 
to Andrew Barlow for organising this on behalf of the parish council.  The Community Wardens, 
Bradley Smith and his team, continue to have a positive impact on the village and we would like to 
thank them for their much-appreciated efforts and contributions. 
 
The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Garden still continues to get more impressive as plants get 
established. Our band of volunteers still continue to make the plan devised by Linda Lutz a reality. 
We again thank all those volunteers who look after the garden and other open spaces around the 
village for their hard work. Also, a mention for George Millins for his work within the nature area at 
the Bowls club.  We hope that residents continue to be happy with the arrangements that we have 
in place to have the footpaths cut by our own contractor on 6 occasions during the year.  
 
I would again like to take this opportunity to thank the Parish Councillors for their time and efforts 
on behalf of the Parish, and for their support for the achievements of this last year.  
I would also like to thank Stewart Sowman for all his support on the Parish Council.  Stewart 
moved to Polstead last month and has now decided to stand down from the council.  If your 
interested in finding out what the role of a councillor is please speak to our Clerk, myself or any 
other councillor. 
 
I would also like to express my thanks to all the other voluntary bodies in the village who continue 
to make life that little bit easier and better by doing their bit. 
 
Finally, I would like to express my thanks and the thanks of the Parish to our County Councillor 

Colin Spence for the donations and help he has afforded us and the work he carries out on our 

behalf within the county council. Also our thanks to the district councillors Margaret Maybury and 

Frank Lawrenson for their efforts on our behalf at Babergh District Council. 


