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Chairman…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..Date…………………………………… 
 
Great Waldingfield Parish Council adopted the General Power of Competence on the 13th May 2019 

 

Present: Parish Councillors: John Steele (Chairman), Barry Abson, Renuka Baldwin, 
Kerry Francis, Clare Kiely (Vice Chairman), Roger Knight, Jean Misselbrook 
and Linda Rushton.  

In Attendance:  District Councillors Clive Arthey and Margaret Maybury, Sue Clements 
(Clerk), Dave Crimmin (previous outgoing Clerk), Bradley Smith (Community 
Warden Supervisor) and one Member of Public. 

19/123 Apologies for Absence 
An apology for absence was received from County Councillor Colin Spence. 
 
19/124 Declaration of Interests and Requests for dispensation 
There were no declarations of interest and no requests for dispensation.  
 
19/125 Minutes of Meeting held on 29th July 2019 
The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 29th July 2019 were received, considered 
and approved by Councillors and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.  
 
19/126 Public Forum 
District Councillor Maybury in her capacity as a Member of the Public raised her concerns about fly 
tipping and dog waste being left on her property’s hedge along a footpath which borders Acton. It 
was noted that sufficient’ dog bins are in place in this area. In response the Parish Council asked 
that Bradley Smith (Community Warden Supervisor) and his Team be asked to investigate and 
deal with the matter. It was suggested that the Community Warden Team should be advised within 
a 2-3 hour’ time slot of the likely timings of the fly tipping and dog waste issues occurring.  
 
District Councillor Maybury commented that the enlarged boundary area of the Conservation Area 
in Great Waldingfield is good news for the Village. 
 
District Councillor Clive Arthey commented on the new arrangements for some areas of Great 
Waldingfield for bin collections, where the Parish Council was pleased to report that there were no 
real issues, apart from one road in the Village where collections were late during the first week. 
District Councillor Arthey advised Councillors about the free of charge swimming initiative during 
the school summer holiday period for children under 16 years old at the Sudbury and Hadleigh 
swimming pools, where parents need to register’ and children need to be accompanied/supervised 
by parents. He spoke about the Joint Draft Local Plan for Babergh and Mid-Suffolk District 
Councils and the public consultation period which is for 10 weeks up to the 30th September 2019. 
The various most local drop in sessions organised by the District Council were noted. District 
Councillor Arthey noted that Councillors Kiely and Steele had attended one of the recent Joint 
Local Plan presentations to Neighbourhood Plan groups and he made reference’ also, to the 
Babergh District Council Housing Land Supply Position Statement. District Councillor Arthey 
responded to queries and points of clarification including settlement areas around Great 
Waldingfield and Chilton and the boundaries.  
 
19\127 Suffolk County Council (SCC) Self-Help Scheme 
 A full and detailed presentation was received from Bradley Smith the Community Warden 
Supervisor (Sudbury Town Council). It was noted that the Community Warden scheme has been in 
operation for 14 years. (The Parish Council currently has an SLA (Service Level Agreement) under 
the scheme where the Village benefits from 2 hours of work each week). The scheme works in 
partnership with other partner stakeholders such as the District and County Councils and other 
Parish/Town Councils. The Community Warden scheme can be utilised in conjunction and in 
partnership with Suffolk County Council’s Self-Help Scheme.  
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Councillors noted that the scheme covers litter picking, SID (Speed Indicator Device) work, graffiti 
removal, grit bins and topping up of grit, community notice boards, fly posting, fly tipping, hedge 
cutting, tree work, general village/town maintenance, emptying of litter and dog bins, sign cleaning, 
path clearance, cleaning park equipment and other street furniture and signage, road sweeping 
and community and business engagement work, for example working with a local veterinary 
practice regarding dog fouling bags. The Community Warden Team also have some legal powers 
relating to for example, fixed penalty notices for dog fouling. The Community Warden Scheme in 
partnership with Suffolk County Council’s Self-Help Scheme will cost £20 per hour plus mileage. 
Councillors agreed that this matter will be considered again at the Parish Council Meeting on the 
9th September 2019. 
 
Mr Bradley Smith left the Meeting at this point.  
 
19/128 Clerk’s Report (Copy in Minute Book) 
Following a review of the Clerk’s report the following actions were received, considered and 
agreed/ resolved: 

• Minute Number 17/154 - Babergh District Council Transfer of Assets – The Council noted 
that there were no new updates and it was considered that this matter had become rather 
protracted, given that around 4 years had now elapsed. Councillors also considered that a 
policy would need to be written. District Councillor Maybury agreed to follow this up with the 
District Council.  

• Minute Number 19/050 – Land Transfers and Land behind the Bowls Club – The Council 
noted that feedback was still awaited from Mr Brian Prettyman.  

• Previous Clerk’s Hours of Work – The outgoing Clerk – Dave Crimmin was thanked for his 
hard work and service. His salary and expenses were agreed.  

• Speed Watch (Drivers Reported) – Councillors noted that this had been successful and 
around 16 tickets were issued within one hour on one of the sessions.  

 
19/129 Routine Correspondence  
After Councillors reviewed the correspondence and the emails circulated by the Clerk since the last 
meeting the following matters were noted: 

• Joint Draft Local Plan for Babergh and Mid-Suffolk District Councils – The Land Supply 
position with regard’ to the settlement boundaries of Great Waldingfield and also’ Chilton 
were noted.  

• Suffolk County Council Archaeology Service – It was noted that any work carried out in 
terms of planning and development will become a public document in due course. 

• Suffolk County Council Highways – Councillors noted that the B1115 Lavenham Road, The 
Heath, Great Waldingfield will have some emergency gully repair and jetting work carried 
out from the 8th-9th August 2019 during the hours of 9.30am – 3.30pm.  

 
19/130 Planning (Copy in Minute Book) 

a) Councillors noted that two planning applications were received today (5th August 2019) at 
5.30pm and that given that the Council will not have had sufficient time to view the  
proposal details that these will be deferred until the next Meeting.  

b) Councillors noted the Planning Status Report. 
 
Mr Dave Crimmin the outgoing previous Clerk left the Meeting at this point.  
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19/131 Finance (Copy in Minute Book) 
a. Payments and Accounts - All cheques signed and due for signing, as itemised in the 

schedule, were authorised by the Council, including the late items; expenses to Councillor 
Abson and payment to E & J Fire Services. Councillors’ also noted the income received 
since the last Meeting and reviewed the Statement of Accounts against the budget and the 
bank reconciliation against the bank statements. 

b. Dropbox – The Council considered and reviewed the Dropbox system and agreed to cancel 
the service. (All files have been backed up and saved by the outgoing Clerk). 

c. Section 137 Grant Request – It was agreed that £100 be granted towards the Summer 
Holidays for Families scheme which is over a 4 week period and is organised by the Pre-
School and the Church to assist with providing lunches for children from the Village who 
would normally receive free school lunches. 
 

19/132 Playing Field, Ten Trees Road and Council Assets 
a. Playing Field – Play Area Risk Assessments – Councillors noted the visual and subsequent 

written checks by Councillors Baldwin and Kiely and raised concerns about the safety issue 
where the steel mesh backing on the goalposts has been broken. Some of the other more 
minor issues were noted. The longer standing matter of the table and bench at the toddlers 
end of the play equipment and a plinth/concrete base being installed was discussed. It was 
agreed that Councillor Steele should liaise with the play manufacturer regarding the goal 
posts in order that the company may assess the damage and provide an estimate for repair 
work. This matter be considered again at the Parish Council Meeting on the 9th September 
2019. 

b. Queens Diamond Jubilee Garden – Compost Bin/s – Councillor Baldwin provided the 
Council with an update following the specification and costings received by Mr Baldwin who 
has been looking into various options for compost bins for the Queens Diamond Jubilee 
Garden. The suggested options were discussed. It was noted that the cost of building two 
compost bins, including materials would be £300. Locks for these would be £20.99 each. 
The usage of palettes was queried related to durability and lifespan. It was agreed that this 
matter be considered again at the Parish Council Meeting on the 9th September 2019. 

c. Queens Diamond Jubilee Garden - Refurbishment of Pavilion & Provision of Water Supply 
– The Council considered various possible options including the school possibility 
reinstating the water supply in the area where it was previously; looking into the area near 
the school gates which is the nearest point or a standpipe. Councillor Steele agreed to 
liaise with the school. It was noted that the LEA (Local Education Authority) – Suffolk 
County Council does not own the Pavilion. It was agreed that the Pavilion does need some 
refurbishment work including the sinks, toilets, some plumbing work etc in order to make it 
useable for local groups and organisations to use. It was felt that the criteria for grants 
would not be met due to no teams or groups currently using the Pavilion.  

 
19/133 Joint Draft Local Plan for Babergh & Mid-Suffolk District Councils public 
consultation 
It was noted that some Councillors had started to review the content of this document. It was 
considered that the policies and the boundary settlement areas would be key to look at. It was also 
considered that as well as looking at Great Waldingfield that Little Waldingfield, Chilton and Acton 
should be looked at carefully too. District Councillor Arthey kindly agreed to assist the Parish 
Council with its consultation response to the District Council. Due to time restraints and the 
consultation period timeframe which ends on the 30th September 2019, it was agreed to arrange an 
Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting on Thursday 22nd August 2019 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall.  
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19\134 Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
It was agreed to defer the matter of reinstating the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, including 
reviewing its Terms of Reference to the Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting on Thursday 22nd 
August 2019 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall. 
 
19/135 Fete 2020 
It was agreed to defer this matter to the Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting on Thursday 22nd 
August 2019 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall.  
 
19/136 Meet & Greet 
It was agreed to defer this matter to the Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting on Thursday 22nd 
August 2019 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall. 
 
19/137 Christmas Lights Event 
It was agreed to defer this matter to the Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting on Thursday 22nd 
August 2019 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall. 
 
19/138 Bus Timetable 
It was agreed to defer this matter to the Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting on Thursday 22nd 
August 2019 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall. 
 
19/139 Update on Media Training – Suffolk Preservation Society (SPS) 
It was agreed to defer this matter to the Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting on Thursday 22nd 
August 2019 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall. 
 
19/140 Questions to the Chairman 
There was insufficient time for this item in accordance with the Parish Council’s Standing Orders 
and duration of Meetings.  
 
19/141 Date of next meeting 
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Monday 9th September 2019 in the Village Hall 
starting at 7.30pm. 
 
There will be an Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting which will be held on Thursday 22nd August 
2019 in the Village Hall starting at 7.30pm.  
 
The Meeting closed at 10.05pm (in accordance with the Parish Council’s Standing Orders and 
duration of Meetings). 
 
Clerk’s Report – Copy in Minute Book. 
 
Routine Correspondence- Sent to Councillors via email and included within Agenda and 
accompanying papers/reports and detailed within the Minutes. 
 
RFO Report – Copy in Minute Book. 
 
Reconciliation – Copy in Minute Book. 
 
Actual v’s Budget – Copy in Minute Book.  
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