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Present: Cllrs John Steele (Chairman), Barry Abson, Renuka Baldwin, Clare Kiely, Roger 
Knight, Jean Misselbrook and Linda Rushton.  

Attending: Margaret Maybury (Babergh District Councillor), Clive Arthey (Babergh District 
Councillor), Dave Crimmin (Clerk) and 7 members of public. 

19/082 Apologies for Absence 
Cllr Francis (commitment) sent her apologies as did Colin Spence (Suffolk County Councillor). 
 
19/083 Declaration of Interests and Requests for dispensation 
Cllrs Baldwin, Kiely, Knight and Rushton declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 19/088d as they 
live within or just outside the Conservation Area. No requests for dispensation had been received. 
 
19/084 Minutes of Meeting held on 13th May 2019 
The minutes of the meeting were approved by the councillors and signed by the Chairman as a 
correct record.  
 
19/085 Public Forum 
Margaret Maybury updated councillors on the re-consultation on the GW Conservation area, that 
the consultation on the Joint Local Plan (JLP) would take place over the summer, National Carers 
Week, Babergh’s Housing Satisfaction survey and the Kingfisher refurbishment.  Clive Arthey 
updated councillors on the council’s cabinet structure and the JLP.  A resident thanked the 
members of the community who helped support the distribution of information on the Conservation 
Area re-consultation. 
 
19/086 Clerk’s Report  
The Clerk was asked about the issue raised by the Horticultural Society (HS) over a donation from 
the Parish Council at its March meeting that was paid directly to the Village Hall in lieu of fees 
owed. The Clerk confirmed that the Secretary of the HS in his request for a donation dated 22nd 
February 2019, had requested that any donation should be made “payable to the Village Hall 
Committee, towards the cost of hiring the hall for the Spring Horticultural Show on 23rd March 
2019” which had been actioned. The Village Hall Bookings Secretary will now sort out the issue 
with the HS.  Following a review of the Clerk’s report (Appendix A) there were no further actions 
requested of the Clerk. 
 
19/087 Routine Correspondence 
After the councillors reviewed the correspondence (Appendix B) and the emails circulated by the 
Clerk since the last meeting, there were no further actions requested of the Clerk. 
 
19/088 Planning  

a. The councillors reviewed Planning Application DC/19/02294 Post Office Stores, 
Lavenham Road - Application for Consent to display an advertisement. Town and Country 
Planning (Control of Advertisements) (England) Regulations 2007 - Erection of illuminated 
signage (following removal of existing signage) and resolved to object to the application on 
the following grounds: 

i. The urban style design was not in keeping to the rural setting 
ii. The colours, lighting and style of the proposals were garish. 

 
Should the LPA be minded to grant permission for the application, then the councillors 
would expect a condition that the lighting of the store frontage was only in operation when 
the shop was open. 

b. The councillors reviewed Planning Application DC/19/02377 The Wilderness, Badley 
Road - Creation of new driveway access and crossover and resolved to support the 
application. 
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c. The councillors reviewed Planning Application DC/19/02600 Land Off Valley Road 
Valley Road - Application for Prior Notification of agricultural or forestry (Proposed Road). 
Town and Country Planning General Permitted Development Order 2015 Schedule 2, Part 
6 and resolved that the LPA should resist allowing the application under permitted 
development and ask for a formal planning application be made by the applicant.  The 
reason for this is given below. 
 
The most important wording in the Permitted Development legislation is that any work 
should be ‘reasonably necessary for the purposes of agriculture within that unit’. (The Town 
and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 Schedule 2 
Part 6. There are a number of reasons why this is not the case here: 
 
1.  No necessity for a farm track of such a size and construction: 
a)  At present the farmer of the majority of the 101ha (not the applicant) uses the Beet 
Clamp further up Valley Road to access his large fields to the South. If a Right of Way were 
required to replace his blocked Right of Way, this could be offered via the entrance to the 
present agricultural track allowing access to the corner of Big Field. The track marked in 
orange from Bantocks Road has not been used for the last two years as the gate has 
remained locked so it is only the present agricultural track that is of issue here and is not at 
present used by the farmer for his fields abutting Valley Road. 
  
b)  The only fields owned by the applicant requiring access are fields SS0197 (3.1 ha) and 
SS0198 (2.05 ha) a combined size of only 5.15 ha. The suggested size of track being 5m 
wide, and its construction of crushed concrete hardcore are way out of proportion for the 
unit of land needing to be accessed.The present track is nearer to 3m in width so it is hard 
to see any current reason for a track of this size or construction.  
 
It is worth noting that this is indeed a self-imposed problem caused by the owner selling off 
the land for development containing the original track access.  
 
2.  Change of size of track where it joins Valley Road. 
The proposed track will share an entrance from Valley Road with the present agricultural 
track - it is extremely likely that there will be a need to widen this entrance to allow access 
to both the original and new 5m wide track.  

  
3.  Serious impact on wildlife 
The hedge that runs along the boundary of the proposed track is rich in biodiversity and this 
links to the thicket and pond area already adversely affected by the site of the new 
development. Even if it is not removed, the resultant disturbance from the construction of 
the proposed track will ensure that the biodiversity of the area will be badly damaged 
completely at odd with the NPPF’s aim of ‘helping to improve biodiversity,’(NPPF 8) 
 
4. Effect on the Setting of a Listed Building 
White Hall lies close to the siting of the proposed Track and any removal of hedgerow or 
thicket will affect views both into and out of this important listed building.  
 
The size and surface of the proposed track and the seriousness of the issues at stake here 
mean that planning permission must be sought for this track in order to allow time to 
consider alternatives and any long-term implications of this for the village.   
 

d. The councillors considered their response to the Conservation Area re-consultation after 
reviewing the many letters of support from residents and the survey of residents’ views.  
The councillors resolved to fully support the document as produced by Patrick Taylor and 
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the proposed extension to the conservation area, to ensure that areas indicated by the 
author in the document are given the protection that he feels is required. 

e. No further planning application had been received since the agenda was posted.  
f. The Clerk was asked to complain to Babergh that the works on the trees in application 

DC/19/01780 were undertaken during the bird nesting season and a number of birds had 
been displaced. The status of planning applications, enforcement referrals and appeals 
previously reviewed by GWPC are as follows: 
 

 
 
19/089 Neighbourhood Plan 
The councillors agreed that the item should be deferred until the August meeting, which would give 
councillors the opportunity to review the Joint Local Plan consultation. 
 
19/090 Finance 

a. All cheques signed and due for signing, as itemised in Appendix C, were authorised by the 
councillors.  A payment to Prosteel Limited for £2,238 in relation to the new six- -side goals 
was also agreed by the councillors. The councillors also noted the income received since 
the last meeting and reviewed the Statement of Accounts against the budget and the bank 
reconciliation against the bank statements. 

b. The councillors agreed a budget of £350 to pay for advertising and incidental costs during 
the process to appoint a new clerk. 

c. The councillors reviewed the donation request from a resident to support his son’s 
attendance at the Great Britain National Swimming championships.  The councillors were 
more inclined to support a donation to the organisers of the trip rather than to the individual, 
as an individual donation may set a precedent that the council may find difficult to sustain.  
The councillors resolved a donation of £50 to the Sudbury Storms Swimming Club. 
 

19/091 Draft Local Housing Needs Survey 
The councillors agreed to meet Sunila Osborne to review the outcomes of the LHNS and asked the 
Clerk to arrange a meeting. 
 
19/092 Playing field, Ten Trees Road and council assets 
Cllr Abson will liaise with the contractor regarding the schedule of work required for the QDJ 
Garden. 
 
 
 
 

Application 

Reference

Address Planning Details GWPC 

Minute

Parish Council 

Comments

Babergh DC Comments

DC/19/00490 Land Off Clay Hall Lane, 

Acton 

Adjoining Parish Planning Application to erect 

4no traditional dwellings with detached garages.

19/023a No Comment

APP/D3505/W/

19/3222361 

2 Coronation Rise Appeal against refusal of Planning Application 

DC/18/04072 AP/19/00033  - Erection of 2 no 3 

bedroom dwellings (Following demolition of 

existing dwelling and garage). Creation of 1No 

single vehicular access (retention of existing 

vehicular access).

19/037b No additional comments.

DC/19/01868 Jasmine Cottage, 

Lavenham Road, The Heath

Alterations to existing vehicular access, erection 

of new boundary wall and installation fo 2no. 

signs with lighting.

19/073a Objected

DC/19/01869 Jasmine Cottage, 

Lavenham Road, The Heath

Application for Listed Building Consent - 

Alterations to existing vehicular access, erection 

of new boundary wall and installation fo 2no. 

signs with lighting.

19/073b Objected

DC/19/01780 Holly Tree House, Folly 

Road 

Notification of Works to Trees under a Tree 

Preservation Order - T1 (Leaning Holly) Remove 

and T2 (Straight Holly) Reduce by 30%.

19/073c Objected Approved 17/05/2019

DC/19/02066 1 Malting Barn, Lavenham 

Road, The Heath

Erection of a single storey rear extension. 19/073d Supported
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19/093 GWPC’s Policies & Procedures  
The councillors agreed that a review of the policies and procedures should take place once the 
new Clerk had taken up position. 
 
19/094 Fete 2020 
It was agreed that Cllrs Abson and Francis will liaise with the Events Committee regarding plans 
for next year’s event. 
 
19/095 Meet & Greet 
It was agreed to look at establishing some meet and greet events in the Autumn.  Cllr Kiely to 
enquire about the possibility of a stall for the council at the Horticultural Show at the end of August. 
 
19/096 Look of Village 
The councillors agreed to look at SCC’s Self-Help scheme to see if it can be used to improve any 
aspects of the village. The councillors also want to organise a list of items needed to improve the 
look of the village together with the residents and to create a time schedule for completion. 
 
19/097 Questions to the Chairman 
No issues raised. 
 
19/098 Date of next meeting 
The next meeting will be held on Monday 8th July 2019 in the Village Hall starting at 7.30pm. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.43pm. 
 
 
 
Appendix A Clerk’s Report 
 

 
 
 
 
Appendix B Correspondence 
No correspondence has been received since the last meeting. 
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Appendix C RFO Report 
Receipts & Payments     

 
 

 
 
Reconciliation 

 
Actual v’s Budget 
 

 
 
 
 
End of Appendices 

09/05/19 Interest 2.06 0.00

08/05/19 e.on FIT Payment 744.09 0.00

11/05/19 BT - Broadband & Phone D/Dr Localism Act 2011 ss 1 to 8 0.00 74.52

30/05/19 e.on - Pavillion electricity D/Dr Localism Act 2011 ss 1 to 8 0.00 7.89

10/06/19 E&J Fire Systems - Emergency 1079 Localism Act 2011 ss 1 to 8 0.00 782.52

10/06/19 SALC - Councillor Training 1080 Localism Act 2011 ss 1 to 8 0.00 31.20

28/06/19 DF Crimmin - Salary Apr to Jun 1081 Localism Act 2011 ss 1 to 8 0.00 1,567.66

28/06/19 DF Crimmin - WFHA Apr to Jun 1081 Localism Act 2011 ss 1 to 8 0.00 52.00

28/06/19 HMRC - Clerk Tax 1082 Localism Act 2011 ss 1 to 8 0.00 391.80

28/06/19 SCC - Clerk Pension Contribtion 1083 Localism Act 2011 ss 1 to 8 0.00 114.04

28/06/19 SCC - GWPC Pension Contribution 1083 Localism Act 2011 ss 1 to 8 0.00 518.38

Account

Statement 

Date

Statement 

Balance

Actual 

Balance

Unpresented 

Cheques

Credits not 

shown Difference

Treasurers Account 04/06/19 £83,735.22 £80,277.62 £3,457.60 £0.00 £0.00

Business Instant Access 04/06/19 £50,216.64 £50,216.64 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00

Petty Cash 04/06/19 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00

£133,951.86 £130,494.26 £3,457.60 £0.00

Budget Actual Reserves Budget Actual

Assets B/Forward £114,838.33

Income Expenditure

Precept £46,500.00 £23,250.00 Clerks Salary £14,260.00 £2,591.88

Village Hall Grants £0.00 £0.00 Admin £3,050.00 £438.00

Playground Grants £0.00 £0.00 IT Hub £200.00 £0.00

Bank Interest £40.00 £4.05 Neighbourhood Plan £4,283.00 £3,500.00 £0.00

Grants £500.00 £0.00 Insurance £1,300.00 £0.00

Donation £0.00 £0.00 Audit Inspections £620.00 £295.00

Rent £135.00 £100.00 Donations £750.00 £0.00

Neighbourhood Plan £0.00 £0.00 Chairman's Allowance £350.00 £0.00

VAT Repayment £0.00 £0.00 Dog & Litter Bins £1,200.00 £0.00

FIT £2,500.00 £744.09 Community Wardens £2,200.00 £1,820.00

CIL £0.00 £0.00 Street Lighting £1,750.00 £0.00

SID £150.00 £0.00

Street Lighting Loan £4,991.00 £0.00

Street Lighting Interest £843.00 £0.00

Grass Cutting £2,000.00 £337.25

Playing field / Pavilion £4,560.00 £40.41

Ten Trees Road Rent £170.00 £170.00

Village Hall Maint £2,400.00 £776.51

Asset Maintenance £1,500.00 £0.00

Contingency £2,000.00 £0.00

Subscriptions £720.00 £523.42

Projects £7,000.00 £665.00

VAT Paid £0.00 £784.74

Total £49,675.00 £24,098.14 Total £4,283.00 £55,514.00 £8,442.21

Assets C/Forward £130,494.26

Total £138,936.47 Total £138,936.47


