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Present: Parish Councillors: Baldwin (Chairman), Francis, Kiely (Vice Chairman), 
Knight, Parkin, and Rushton. 

In Attendance:  Mrs S Clements (Parish Clerk), District Councillors Arthey and Maybury, 
County Councillor Spence (To end of Minute Number 6), Ms S Richardson – 
First Friends Pre-School (To end of Minute Number 5), and Two Members of 
the Public. 

1. Welcome and Apologies for Absence for Approval – The Chairman welcomed all those to 
the Meeting. There were no apologies for absence. Councillor Misselbrook was not present 
and did not offer an apology for absence for consideration and approval. 

 

2. Declarations of Interests – The following declarations of interest were made: 
 

Name of Councillor 
 

Details of Interest Minute Number 

Councillor Parkin First Friends Pre-School is a 
client 

19 

Councillor Rushton Spouse of IT Contractor 12 

 
 
3. Minutes of the last full ANNUAL Parish Council Meeting held on the 11th May 2020 – 

The Council received, considered and approved the Minutes following the vote. (Proposed by 
Councillor Kiely and seconded by Councillor Francis). (Copy in Minute Book).  

 
4. Update/Matters Arising from Previous Minutes held on the 11th May 2019 – The Council 

noted the following updates: 

• *Minute Number 15 – District and County Councillors Reports – The Clerk will check 
for a County Councillor Report for May 2020 and circulate and include any details for 
May under Minute Number 6. It was suggested that there may have been some 
confusion relating to written Reports for the Annual Parishioners Meeting for 2020 
which has been cancelled until 2021.  
 

5. Public Forum–Ms Richardson spoke about the state of disrepair of the outside play area at 
the First Friends Pre-School in the Village where the total cost of this work will be £6,895.00. 
It was noted that this price is the cheapest from other quotations obtained and the surfacing 
would have a 10 year’ guarantee for the tarmac work. £900.00 has been raised by First 
Friends, but this fund raising has been put on hold because of COVID-19. First Friends falls 
under the remit of the LEA (Local Education Authority) at Suffolk County Council and 
therefore, CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) funding via the District Council is unlikely. 
District Councillor Maybury and County Councillor Spence asked that Ms Richardson 
contacts them directly in order to discuss funding, including the County Councillor Locality 
Grant which is a match funding pot and needs to be spent by March 2021. 
Ms Richardson left the Meeting at this point. 
 

6. County and District Councillors Reports – The written report received from County 
Councillor Spence for June 2020 was received and noted. The report included information 
relating to: COVID-19 related news, the Joint Council’s response to the Sizewell C planning 
application by EDF Energy, Suffolk Recycling Centres and booking slots, Safer Spaces as 
Communities are reopening during COVID-19, Virtual Care Response – COVID-19, 
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Domestic Abuse Helpline extended, Stick with It Suffolk campaign and COVID-19, Mental 
Health Support – Suffolk Resilience Forum, Updated on COVID-19 in Suffolk Care Homes, 
Suffolk’s History and news and Heritage Explorer website, the Children’s Drawing 
Competition and the value of food, Highways Improvements during Lockdown, Suffolk’s 
Archives VE Day 75 with online exhibition, the Woman’s Tour postponed to June 2021 and 
Suffolk County Council beginning Street Lighting senor deployment.   

 

*The written report received from County Councillor Spence for May 2020 was received and 
noted after this Meeting. The report was an annual report for 2019/20 and included details 
about New Street Lighting proposed to reduce the County’s carbon footprint, the County 
Council approving its Annual Budget with more money allocated for vulnerable residents, 
New Permit Scheme aiming to address roadwork disruption, a new Recycling Centre 
opening in Bury St Edmunds, From the 6th April 2020 the County Council taking on the 
responsibility for local Parking Management, the Care Quality Commission where Suffolk is 
the top of the table for comparator local authority areas, commitment to creating more 
spaces for Specialist Education in Suffolk, Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service rated as “Good” 
in a Government Inspection, a Police/Fire Station opening in Beccles, £750,000 
Improvement Scheme at St Peter’s Wharf, Ipswich completing early, Suffolk Businesses 
celebrated for reducing carbon emissions, Suffolk’s Pothole Repair Scheme going 
countywide, the County Council has been awarded £4.41m for smart Street Lights, the new 
Highways Self-Help Scheme and the “Outstanding” Ofsted rating for the Children’s Services 
directorate at the County Council.   

 

County Councillor Spence made reference to issues relating to COVID-19, but that he has no 
new information to add to the details within his report. County Councillor Spence advised the 
Council that the travellers/gypsies who were encamped at Chilton Airfield  have now moved 
to the Hadleigh by-pass at the A1071 and that another group of travellers/gypsies are now 
encamped at Aubrey Drive, Chilton, Sudbury near to residential dwellings. He made 
reference to issues previously concerning residents’ electricity and cutting of the fence. The 
relevant legal notices have been served where the travellers/gypsies have been asked to 
leave by 4pm on the 9th June 2020. County Councillor Spence advised that mitigation 
measures are being looked into by the County Council relating to any future vehicular access 
where planning consent may be needed via the Local Planning Authority/Babergh District 
Council. 
 
The written report received from District Councillor Maybury was received and noted. The 
report included information relating to: Recovery during COVID-19 both economically and 
socially, the Tree for Life for new parents scheme, the new Discretionary Grant, Safe 
Pedestrian Ways by a fixed Funding Scheme, £100,000 which has helped communities 
support residents during COVID-19, the new Business and Innovation Grant of £300,000 to 
help smaller businesses, Fraudsters and Scammers during COVID-19, Various Village 
updates relating to not only Great Waldingfield but also Acton, Chilton, Little Waldingfield and 
Acton. Congratulations to the Parish Council for managing to hold its Annual Parish Council 
Meeting and for the various positions agreed, including Councillor Baldwin as the new 
Chairman of the Council. Also, District Councillor Maybury’s thanks to the outgoing Chairman 
– Mr J Steele and his dedication over the years.  
 
District Councillor Maybury had no other points to add and there were no questions from 
Councillors. 

 
There was no written report received from District Councillor Arthey. 
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District Councillor Arthey stated that District Councillor Maybury had covered all District 
Council matters. He made comment about the retail side of the north area of Market Hill, 
Sudbury and reopening and also similar plans in Lavenham. He responded to a query 
relating to the date of the District Council Officer report about the Crinkle Crankle wall at 
Great Waldingfield which was dated March 2020 but was received in June 2020. The delay 
in submitting this report was due to Officer annual leave, signing-off by a more senior Officer 
and COVID-19.  
 
County Councillor Spence left the Meeting at this point. 

 
7. Routine Correspondence Circulated – The following matters were raised: 

• The Crinkle Crankle Wall – Councillor Kiely with Councillor Rushton reported on the 
report received from the Team Leader, Heritage and Planning Compliance at the 
District Council, where the District Council seems minded not to issue a Building 
Preservation Notice and that the listing application is on hold with Historic England as 
they have advised that they are unable to carry out site visits, (even socially 
distanced) during COVID-19. The report from the District Council includes inaccurate 
details about the age of the building and its relationship to other walls in this area, 
added to the fact that the Parish Council still does not have a response as to why the 
wall is not within the Great Waldingfield Conservation Area. It was suggested that a 
working group be set up with the relevant Officer at Babergh and District Councillors 
Arthey and Maybury. District Councillor Maybury made reference to her request for a 
response about the Conservation Area and that if she still has not received a 
response to this by the end of this week she will put in an FOI (Freedom of 
Information) request to the District Council. It was agreed following the vote, that 
Councillor Kiely will set up a meeting as detailed above to discuss this further.   

• Cromwell Fields – Councillor Kiely reported on the correspondence received from 
local residents about the fencing in this area, which is along a narrow footpath and 
concerns have been raised about social distancing. It transpires that after looking into 
this matter extensively by the residents that the thin strip of land in question does not 
appear to be owned by the developers, previous landowner, District Council or any 
other party. District Councillor Maybury suggested that contact be made with Acton 
Parish Council who have been involved previously with a similar strip of ransom 
unowned land. Councillor Kiely kindly agreed to look into this matter further. 

• Wildlife Area – near Bowls Club – Councillor Kiely reported on this matter raised by 
local residents living in the Green Acre area. The Council noted that part of the area 
is grassed and part has been left as a wildlife area – the latter of which sits against 
the fences of some of the bungalows at Green Acre and weeds, brambles and self- 
seeding weed type trees are causing issues to these residents. The wildlife area was 
set up some time ago by a local resident with funding from the Parish Council, but 
that the resident is no longer able to manage the area. Some clearance and gravel 
work would be required in order to avoid the current issues to residents. Wildlife 
habitat in this area was queried. Following the vote, it was agreed that Councillor 
Francis will investigate this matter further and that thereafter, a working party be set 
up to look into solutions for this area more fully.  

 
8. Planning and Development – 

a. Planning Applications 
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• DC/20/0149 – Cherry Trees, Waldingfield Road, Acton – Application for Outline Planning 

Permission (all matters reserved) – Erection of 5 no. bungalows (following demolition of 

existing dwelling) –Following the vote, the Council felt that this application should be 

refused. The Council would not normally comment on applications outside the Parish, but 

as local developments are often sighted as having set a president for developments with 

the Parish of Great Waldingfield, the Council consider it is entitled to comment. Viewing the 

block plan 0255/OUT/01 it is apparent that this is an attempt to put the maximum number of 

dwellings onto the site and is contrary to Policy CN01 of the Babergh Local Plan,  as they 

will be out of keeping with the surrounding properties and have the appearance of a 

suburban intrusion on the outskirts of the village. This is supported by the NPPF para 127c 

which states that developments must be ‘sympathetic to local character and history, 

including the surrounding built environment.’ The proposal would be contrary to Policies 

CS2 and CS11 of the Babergh Core Strategy, being located outside of the settlement 

boundary of Acton and with a density that is out of character with the surrounding 

neighbourhood. Policy CS11 states that development must be appropriate in size and 

scale, layout’ and character to its setting and to the Village. This is again emphasised in the 

NPPF para 122 which stresses ‘the desirability of maintaining an area’s prevailing character 

and setting.’ There are further problems with the layout of the development as there is not 

enough space for turning at the end of the access road meaning that larger vehicles will be 

forced to reverse out onto the main road. In addition, if Parking Spaces 3 and 4 are being 

used, the owner of the chalet bungalow will have no access at all. As mentioned by 

Highways, this site cannot be considered sustainable as there is no continuous footpath 

connecting the development to the rest of the village. There is no reason for this 

development as Babergh District Council can demonstrate a 5 year’ housing land supply, 

and the assertion that this may not be deliverable is opinion rather than fact. Councillor 

Knight advised that the application has now been withdrawn by the applicant, to allow 

further discussion by the applicant and agent with the LPA/Case Officer.  

b. Planning Decisions/Matters – The Council noted the following: 

• DC/20/01348 – Dyers Green Farm, Lavenham Road – Proposed relocation of farm 
access – The Council noted that the LPA has approved this application.  

• DC/20/01287 – Lawrence Cottage, The Street – Application for Listed Building 

Consent – Remove and replace render to eastern elevation – The Council noted 

that the LPA has approved this application.  

 
9. Clerk and RFO (Responsible Financial Officer) Matters 

a. Schedule of Accounts for Payment – The Council received, considered and agreed 
payments in the sum of £3,119.27, following the vote. (Proposed by Councillor Knight 
and seconded by Councillor Rushton). (Copies in Minute Book).  

b. Annual Internal Audit Report 2019-2020 – Annual Governance and Accountability Return 
(AGAR) – The Council received, considered, and agreed the Internal Auditor’s Report for 
the year-end. (Proposed by Councillor Knight and seconded by Councillor Rushton).  

c. Annual Return for the Year Ended 31 March 2020 – Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return The Council received, considered and approved/resolved the 
Accounts, Annual Return and Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2019-2020, 
along with supporting documents.  
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The Council authorized the Chairman to sign the Return on behalf of the Council. 
(Proposed by Councillor Knight and seconded by Councillor Rushton).  

d. Lloyds Bank – The Council agreed following the vote, the bank mandate changes for 
processing. (Removal of Councillor Misselbrook and Mr J Steele). (Proposed by 
Councillor Rushton and seconded by Councillor Knight).  

e. COVID -19 –  

• Assisting Vulnerable Residents – The Council noted that Ms Jess Mason is the co-
ordinator of this and the Good Neighbour Scheme where it is hoped that this 
initiative will bring the Village together, not just during the COVID-19 period. 
Quotations have been received to have leaflets printed for the initiative to provide 
Square Meals and not just purchasing groceries, where there are two prices for 
the Square Meals. The leaflets will ask what the community would like going 
forward in terms of support. 

• Good Neighbour Scheme– The Council noted that Lavenham has had a scheme in 
place for about 5 years now. Ms Mason will start a dialogue with representatives 
from Lavenham once the leaflets have been delivered. Ideas about Memory 
Cafes etc for those suffering with dementia and their carers was noted.  

• Any other COVID-19 matters – There were no other matters. 
f.  Urgent Finance Matters – There were no urgent matters.  

 
10. Playing Field, Ten Trees Road /Other Parish Council Assets: 

a. Playing Fields – The Council received and considered the request from Great 

Waldingfield Church of England Voluntary Controlled (CEVC) Primary School for Staff 

to park on the Playing Fields during COVID-19, whilst allowing local residents to 

continue to use this area safely with the parking of Staff cars. The Council thanked the 

Community Warden Team for advice and assistance in dealing with this matter. 

Following the vote, (proposed by Councillor Kiely and seconded by Councillor Francis), 

it was agreed to allow this arrangement on a temporary basis.  

Play Equipment – Councillor Rushton advised that she has been unable to carry out a 

visual and written monthly risk assessment due to the equipment being in constant use. 

b. Queens Diamond Jubilee Garden (QDJ) – The Council noted that although the grass 
and hedges have been cut, the weeding and the bark areas are disappointing. Weed 
killing has taken place as opposed to weeds being removed. The weed killer has 
spread to the bedding areas. The Clerk was asked to liaise with the contractors. 

c. Pavilion – There are no updates. 
d. Assets Transfers (District and County Councils) – The Council is disappointed not to 

have received any response back from the relevant District Councillor Officer. 
Following the vote, it was agreed to set up a working party comprising Councillors 
Francis, Kiely, Knight and Parkin to look into the Assets Transfers position. With regard 
to District Council land transfers the Green Acre site has been agreed in principle and 
the detail of a transfer legal document just needs to be pursued further. The Cromwell 
Fields site is still in the ownership of the developer and has not as yet passed to the 
District Council. It was noted however, that it is possible to by-pass the District Council 
and for the Parish Council to liaise directly with the developer about transferring this 
land to the Parish Council. It was agreed that contact be made with the relevant County 
Council Officer about the Tentree Road site by the working party and that a Meeting be 
set up, with the outcome reported back to the next Parish Council Meeting in order to 
progress this matter further and avoid any further delays.  
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11. Community Warden Scheme – The Council agreed that Mr B Smith from the Community 
Warden Team could address the Meeting at this stage. Mr Smith advised the Council that for 
the past 12/13 weeks the Council’s SLA (Service Level Agreement) with Sudbury Town 
Council has been limited to just the SLA and not the additional hours due to the Team being 
deployed into other areas such as essential food and prescriptions. With effect from the 10th 
June 2020 the total 5 hours per week service will commence again with phase 2 of the work 
in the Village and work with the District Council, including removal of any walls deemed to be 
dangerous. The new edging machine was noted which was purchased by Suffolk County 
Council. The work to assist the local Post Office in the Village and social distance markings 
was noted by the Council and the continued repeat repair of the bollard near the local Pub. 
Mr Smith advised the Council that it should monitor carefully open space areas around the 
Village with a view to any possible travellers/gypsies encampments because of the recent 
and current encampments locally. The Council wished to formerly thank Mr Smith and his 
sterling Team for the brilliant work undertaken in the Village.  
Mr Smith left the Meeting at this point. 
 

12. New Website -  

• Website – transfer from old to new site – Councillor Baldwin shared her screen with 
the Meeting so that all draft details of the website could be seen. Councillors will have 
the opportunity to comment again, together with proof reading, prior to the new 
website going live. The Council thanked all those involved with the work for the 
website. See Minute Number 2 above relating to Councillor Rushton.  

• Website Accessibility Statement – (Deferred from Annual Parish Council Meeting on 
the 11th May 2020) – The Council received and considered this document. Following 
the vote, it was agreed (proposed by Councillor Parkin and seconded by Councillor 
Francis) to adopt this statement.  
 

13. Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee – Councillor Kiely advised that questions to 
residents have been posted onto the local Facebook site and that some good and useful 
responses have been received. Zoom Meetings have been held by the Committee. The next 
stage will be working on collating all of the comments and responses received and utilising 
this information for a Village Survey. Hopefully during July, the Street Champions will be able 
to deliver and collect the surveys safely. The Committee would like to consult with local 
residents with a hard copy form, but also an online survey. All of the evidence will be looked 
at by the Consultant. There will be a trial/pilot for the survey initially with a Focus Group. The 
Council thanked the Committee for its continued hard work.  

 
14. CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) Working Party – Councillor Kiely advised the 

Council that the Village Survey which is being organised by the Neighbourhood Plan 
Steering Committee will assist in establishing what parishioners would like in the Village and 
how they would wish to utilise CIL funds. It was agreed that CIL discussions will continue 
outside of Meetings, reporting back formerly to each Parish Council Meeting and the 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee.  
 

15. Events Committee – Councillor Parkin suggested that in conjunction with the 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee and complying with GDPR that a central database 
could be set up for residents, with the facility to be able to opt out of the proposed database 
in line with GDPR.  
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Councillor Francis advised that there are no new updates as the Village Fete for this summer 
had to be cancelled because of COVID-19 and no other Events Committee Meetings have 
been held.  

 
16. Great Waldingfield Village Hall Management Committee – The Council received a brief 

update from Councillor Francis the Chairman of this Committee following the public Annual 
Meeting held on the 5th June 2020. It noted that work to the Village Hall floor will commence 
during week commencing the 15th June 2020, the work should take 3-4 weeks to complete, 
other matters discussed were health and safety risk assessments, first aid boxes, COSHH 
risk assessments, keys and an audit of the keys, possible PIN codes for access in the future, 
links to the website for electronic bookings as well as manual/paper bookings, Paypal and 
automated payment systems via the website, COVID-19 safety measures – including wall 
mounted hand gel, hand gels generally, distancing tape on the floor, wipes, cleaning 
protocols with the cleaning contractor, static coat hooks and a mobile coat rail, and a future 
possible, joint launch in due course of the Village Hall reopening (when it is safe to do so), 
with the new website. 

 
17. Green Acre –  

Road - Councillor Kiely highlighted the requests received by local residents for a “No 
Through Road” street sign in this area. The Council is aware of various issues including large 
HGV vehicles turning into Green Acre in error as opposed to Tentree Road and then having 
difficulty turning around. There are also often cars parked in this area which causes some 
difficulties for the large vehicles turning around. 
Footpath - The Council noted that the branches from trees have become quite dangerous 
and are overhanging the footpath and that the surfacing is not fit for purpose. 
Following the vote, it was agreed (proposed by Councillor Kiely and seconded by Councillor 
Knight), to set up a working party comprising Councillors Baldwin, Knight and Rushton and to 
set up a socially distanced site Meeting with an Officer from Suffolk County Council 
Highways to discuss the road and footpath matters.  

 
18. Trees – The Council noted the representations from residents from Green Acre about the 

large Oak Trees near to the entrance of the Bowls and Social Club at Tentree Road. The 
trees are very overgrown and have not received any maintenance work for some time and at 
least not since 2012. It was proposed by Councillor Kiely, seconded by Councillor Knight and 
agreed following the vote, that this matter be raised at the site Meeting with the Officer from 
Suffolk County Council Highways.  
 

19. First Friends Pre-School – Outside Play Space – Councillors noted the request following 
Minute Number 5 above under the Public Forum. Following the vote, (proposed by Councillor 
Francis and seconded by Councillor Kiely), it was agreed to support the project in principle 
along with other key stakeholders, including the District and County Councils. Councillor 
Parkin left the Meeting for this item, given her pecuniary interest as detailed in Minute 
Number 2 above and Declarations of Interest.  

 
20. Volunteer Press Officer – The Council considered and agreed the suggestion for this role. 

Following the vote, it was agreed that Ms Jess Mason be appointed. The terms of reference 
will be compiled and considered at the next Meeting.  
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21. Media Policy – The Council received, considered and agreed following the vote, that the 
Social Media Committee (included as part of this policy), be set up comprising Councillors 
Baldwin and Parkin. The suggested changes in conjunction with the Volunteer Press Officer 
role will be deferred and considered at the next Meeting.   

 
22. Resignation of Parish Councillor – The Council noted that Councillor Steele has resigned 

after 20 years’ service with the Council. He was thanked for his work during this time. The 
Council noted the process during COVID-19 as advised by the Returning Officer at the 
District Council, where if a by-election is not called, then a casual vacancy can be filled after 
the 23rd June 2020 by co-option.  

 
23. Dates of Next Meetings 

• Parish Council Meeting - Monday 13th July 2020 - 7.30pm – Virtual/Remote/Zoom 
Meeting. 

 
The Meeting closed at 9.45pm.  


