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Deadline for magazine copy is 12th of each month
Send your articles and items of interest to:

gwvnews@gmail.com
Stour Business Partners Limited

Hopkin, The Heath, Lavenham Road,
Great Waldingfield,

Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 0SA

All contributions should have a contact name
If you have a computer, could you please send your article by email 

to the above email address

ADVERTISEMENTS
Items for sale or items wanted - £1.00 per item

All advertisements are accepted in good faith but the committee cannot accept 
responsibility for the quality of the services offered.
Distributors contact point - Pam Eggby & Sally Brinton

The Editors, Pam Eggby & Sally Brinton, retain the right to alter, abridge or not to publish 
if they consider a contribution to be inappropriate.
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Dates for your Diary - October 2020
  3rd October Churchyard Working Party
  7th October WI
24th October Old School Wood Working Party

KEEPING OUR MAGAZINE GOING!!
Many of our volunteers are 70+and may not be able to help in the
coming months. If you are able to help fold and staple, or deliver 

magazines, we would be grateful for your name and e-mail address,
so that we can contact you if needed.

                                                                                 Thank you, The editors

Community Food Bank - Reminder

Just to remind people that there is still a need for food donations.
These may be left at First Friends Pre School during term time and 

at 4 Chapel Close in the school holidays. 
All donations greatly received.
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First Friends Pre school

A big hello from all the team at First Friends Pre School. We have 
reopened full time and currently are settling all of the children back 

in again. We have welcomed all our families back and are pleased to 
welcome some new families into our setting too. This term we will be 
focusing on settling all the children back into pre school after their long 
break. The learning environment is slightly different so the children have 
enjoyed exploring the newly developed areas.

A special thanks to the COVID team who worked so hard over the 
lockdown period to support key worker parents and those in need of 
childcare in these unprecedented times.

We currently have spaces available for 2,3 and 4 year olds at First 
Friends Pre School. Please get in touch to put your child’s name down or 
to enquire about pre-school entry this current term.

Contact us via email on ffpsnursery@hotmail.com or give us a call 
on 01787 882473. We are not currently offering show rounds when the 
nursery is open due to the current situation. However we can arrange an 
out of hours visit adhering to social distancing guidelines.

Samantha Richardson
Manager, First Friends Pre-School
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BRANCHLINES AND OLD SCHOOL WOOD
Update - By the time you read this, it will be autumn and the leaves will be 
turning to red and gold. The summer flowers will have faded and set seed. Many 
creatures will be getting ready for winter.
The new meadow has been developing nicely with a good variety of plants 
appearing. Weather permitting, we will have done the annual hay day at the end 
of September. We are grateful to the parish council for funding a new machine 
to cut the long grass. In one corner of the meadow is the orchard, planted in the 
last year and already blossoming. We plan to install two picnic style benches 
and tables here soon. A new plant and butterfly survey was completed on the old 
meadow, again turning up important species including some new ones for our 
site.
In the new section of woodland, in the spring, we coppiced about 50 trees with 
the generous help of Rick Vonk from the RSPB. It was good to see the new 
shoots appearing later in the year. We have also cut back the hedge and levelled 
the verge here to make future management easier. Forest School has now 
resumed here for our village children.
Harvest - Our 6 acres can produce a variety of useful things beside its role as a 
place to walk and enjoy nature. Hazel nuts, blackberries, apples, firewood, osiers 
and hazel rods for weaving. Commercial collecting is not permitted though.
Looking Forward - We have been offered a grant to add a new pond to the 
meadow and to install a wood sculpture in the glades. More coppicing will take 
place over the late autumn/winter.
Working Parties - These have restarted under various covid 19 guidelines and 
with several new volunteers at mid week events. We will continue on the 4th 
Saturday morning of each month and do Wednesday mornings as the need 
arises.
Saturday 24 October, 9.30-12.30 - Meet by the benches by the track. Covid 
19 means we must bring our own elevenses, gloves and, where possible, tools. 
Social distancing will probably be needed for a while yet.

David Taylor

ST LAWRENCE CHURCHYARD
Update - Every year it seems as if the grass grows more quickly - it must be 
climate change. We have spent a lot of time on the mowing and have not been 
able to make as much progress as I would have liked on other areas. Other basic 
maintenance has included paths, collecting litter and fallen branches, hedge 
trimming, dealing with badger digging.
Working Parties - Following the hay day on September 26th, which includes the 
churchyard, we will resume monthly Saturday mornings, starting
Saturday 3rd October, 9.30 -12.30 - Meet by the lych gate. Covid 19 rules apply 
as for Old School Wood above.



6 7

Great Waldingfield Primary School

IT was so lovely to see all the children back in school at the beginning of 
September after such a long time away. They are amazing! Our families did a 

fantastic job of home learning whilst the school was closed to most children. The 
learning they posted on Seesaw, our online learning platform, was stunning. We 
definitely have some would-be teachers in our midst – parents were incredible at 
delivering lessons at home whilst juggling their own work.

Since the beginning of the term the children have swiftly adapted to a new way 
of working and are exceedingly proficient in navigating the one-way system in 
the school and keeping to their class bubble’s dedicated play area outside, along 
with extra handwashing. Parents too are getting used to staggered start times and 
finishing times and keeping in touch by phone and email. Of course we are all 
hoping that it will not be too long before we return to our usual routines.

In September we welcomed back Mrs Carlene Hare after her maternity leave 
and also welcomed two new members of staff; Mrs Sarah Jenkins who is teaching 
Y3 and; Miss Jodie Baker who is teaching Y5. We also had the happy news that 
Sarah Paddon is now mum to a beautiful baby daughter. Miss Paddon is now on 
maternity leave but does plan to return to Great Waldingfield next year.

Sadly, Pauline Treacy, a member of staff at our school passed away in the 
summer. During her time at Great Waldingfield Pauline made a difference to so 
many young lives. She was a special lady with an enormous heart and limitless 
patience. Our team is not the same without her; she will be truly missed by us all.

Undoubtedly the pandemic will affect the way teachers deliver the curriculum. 
Usually class teachers would have planned a range of visits and visitors to widen 
the children’s life experiences and embed their knowledge. Undeniably this 
presents our school with a challenge but we are not prepared to compromise so 
will be working hard to bring the outside world into our classrooms. We will also 
be taking as much learning as possible outside and hopefully this will include the 
locality. However, our priority is to keep the school community safe so sometimes 
plans will need to change. Staggering start and finish times and using different 
entrances is one of the ways we are keeping our families safe. Unfortunately, 
this does mean that some parents have fifteen minutes between drop-offs to wait 
which inevitably means cars around the school will be parked for longer. Parents 
are parking in different areas of the village to reduce congestion near the school. 
Thank you for your patience during this time.

Finally, our school has grown again this September but we do still have places 
available in some classes and would welcome enquires from families who would 
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Gt Waldingfield WI
At these strange times, Great Waldingfield WI have managed to keep 
in touch with members. Socially distancing of course. We have had 
our usual committee meetings, top whack 8 people, and in the garden, 
thankfully the weather has been brilliant. We had our first main meeting 
on September 2nd in Great Waldingfield Hall. We had about 15 members 
all wearing masks and sitting the right distance apart. We had our usual 
proceeding but we didn’t sing Jerusalem because of the masks. As you 
can imagine a lot of events have been cancelled but head office have 
kept us informed about any news. The meeting went well and it was 
good to see so many members attending. There wasn’t much to report 
and all our social events have been cancelled, but we still had a good 
get together. Our speaker was our very own Bernice Rabe who talked 
about her life when she came from Ghana to England and then came 
to Sudbury where she has been very happy and keeps busy doing a lot 
of charity work. We are looking into replacing the bench on The Green 
which was originally donated by the Great Waldingfield WI. It has been 
there a long time but had to succumb to wear and tear and giving in to old 
age, but another is coming in the future. We also have a written contest 
about conversations we overhear on the busses, so beware ladies what 
you say, WI is listening. The meeting closed, which was lucky because 
some of our older members were feeling faint from wearing the masks. 
We didn’t have any refreshments ... another stipulation of the hall. We 
then had our usual raffle. Our next meeting is on October 7th. Take care 
everybody, keep safe and look forward to normality soon. 

Helen Maybank

like their children to attend our school. Families who are considering applying for a 
place in reception in September 2021 will be pleased to know we will be uploading 
a virtual tour of the school especially for you. As soon as it is safe we will be 
offering actual tours and look forward to meeting you then.

Tina Hosford, Head Teacher
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Neighbourhood Plan News
A huge thank-you to all of you who took the time

to fill out the Village Survey.

I’m sure most of  you know by now that the response was very impressive. 
A 30% return is average for this kind of  survey, but we had over 65% of  
households filling out at least one survey. We ended up with more than 
700 completed questionnaires!
So how was the Survey produced?
Each question and the possible answers came from our residents at 
previous village meetings and through questionnaires or the focus 
groups. Twenty-five villagers volunteered to be Street Champions and 
each had an area of  the village where they delivered and collected the 
surveys. Many thanks to
them all for doing such an amazing job. Once the surveys were returned, 
each response had to be put into an online version so the results could 
be collated and again the Steering Group have had wonderful support 
from fourteen villagers who helped to input every individual response 
and comment.
What’s next?
Once all the survey results have been collated, we hope to hold a village 
drop-in to share the information collected (Covid permitting). Please 
look at the Neighbourhood Plan section on the home page of  the village 
website to find updates about this.

The Survey responses will help us understand the future needs of  
the village and, together with other information and evidence that is 
being collected, will contribute to the drafting of  the Great Waldingfield 
Neighbourhood Plan.

As always, if  you would like to be more involved in the next stages 
of  the Neighbourhood Plan, please email the Steering Group on the 
address below.

Many thanks from The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
email: Clare on gtwaldingfieldnp@aol.com

website: www.greatwaldingfield.uk
FB: Great Waldingfield Neighbourhood Plan



9

Great Waldingfield Village Hall

AS some of you may be aware the Village Hall was closed in mid-January after 
the discovery of a water leak beneath the floor of the main hall. The repair has 

been lengthy, due the severity of the leak and the Coronavirus lockdown, but we are 
pleased to say that the hall is now up and running again and ready for bookings; it 
sports a brand new floor with new decoration due in the next month or so.

The management has also changed - Kerry Francis is now Chairperson with 
Carrie Parkin her deputy and bookings secretary, Roger Knight is the administrator 
and Linda Rushton completes the team.

Due to Coronavirus restrictions, for the moment the hall’s capacity is restricted 
to 30 persons including organisers and helpers. It is compliant with all current 
regulations for public meeting places, which includes the provision of hand sanitisers, 
special signage and test and trace records, a Coronavirus specific risk assessment 
is available for inspection. The hall is thoroughly cleaned between each booking.

The hall may be booked for your event by contacting Carrie on
07434 632715
or by email at

villagehall@greatwaldingfield.uk

Charges are on a sliding scale from £12/hour for village residents and £24/hour 
for non-entertainment and licensable activities though some are not allowed at 
present under Coronavirus restrictions. For specific guidance on current regulations 
speak to Carrie.

Performance of plays
Showing of films

Indoor sporting events
Performance of live music
Playing of recorded music

Performance of dance / dancing
Making music

Provision of hot food / drink

The hall has a licence with the Performing Rights Society for the performance of 
copyright music. Public Liability insurance for individuals hiring the hall is included in 
the hire charge. Organisations, groups, societies, associations and business users 
must have their own Public Liability Insurance cover for at least £5 million.
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Horticultural Show Committee
Well, where has the time gone? Our last contribution to the Village News 
was back in February when we advertised the Spring Show to be held 
in the Village Hall on the 4th April,  which with regret we had to cancel, 
initially because the repairs to the damaged Village Hall flooring had not 
been completed and then after considering the government guidelines 
restrictions for Covid 19, we decided it would be irresponsible to expose 
our supporters and public to unnecessary risks.

Under normal circumstances we would now be promoting the 
Village Autumn Show, planned for the 5th September, but again we are 
observing Government guidelines and this will not take place, however, 
on a high note we have booked the Village Hall for the 27th March 2021 
and hope to hold a Spring Show then, but, there is so often a but, we 
haven`t enough people to run the show on the day, having lost Chris 
and Ann Francis from the committee last year and now Ali Butcher is 
moving away. We will miss her expertise and wish her well but this 
means we will be down to 6 on the committee. With this number we 
can organise a show, but we need at least another 4 people to run the 
Autumn Show, to act as stewards etc. This does not allow any one of 
us being indisposed on the day, sorry to have to say this “if help is not 
forthcoming our Village will lose a traditional and unique part of its 
calendar and character”.

We are a friendly, informal committee, usually holding 3 meetings a 
year so if anyone would like to come on the committee or could offer 
help on the day of the show, we would be very grateful. If you can help, 
contact me John Hughes 01787 378342 or our Chair, Linda Lutz 0777 
3161419
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Wildlife

THE current lock down has resulted in something of a 
reawakening and renewed appreciation of the greatest asset, 

both visually and mentally, the natural world. We can add 
physical fitness and well being too if we make an effort to recreate 
habitats which are now at a critical level and rapidly disappearing, 
consequently so is our wildlife!
    Apparently a wildlife walk is planned for our Village and wildlife
displays have appeared in a number of garden gateways, evidence 
that the covid 19 crisis has allowed people to turn their attention 
to nature as a subject of interest and amusement. If what is left 
of our wild creatures can be preserved for the future it requires 
a practical effort in habitat creation; in your gardens, parks and 
amenity areas. Why not join with others as a local wildlife group 
working with your local councils, the mental and physical effort 
will also help the NHS because you will be far less likely to need 
them!
    Although most wildlife is in crisis, some groups and individual 
species such as farmland and most summer visiting birds, 
amphibians and reptiles, butterflies, bees and of course hedgehogs 
- the latter are in desperate need, apart from habitat loss road kill 
takes an unsustainable toll - all these creatures need help as a 
matter of urgency and by creating habitat for those mentioned you 
will help many more rather obscure species - PLEASE DO HELP!
For specific FREE help and advice call me on 07534263629, land 
line 01787 374874 or your County Wildlife Trust, Suffolk 01473 
890089, Essex 01621 862960.

Regards to all, keep safe,
George Millins
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Great Waldingfield Bowls Club
The Great Waldingfield Bowls and Social Club had to close in March 

in line with Government guidelines. The Committee and Members of 
the Club have made good use of this time while the building has been 
empty by

1. Flushing the heating system through and improving the efficiency 
of the radiators.

2. Purchasing and installing a glass washer for the bar.
3. The room behind the bar, affectionately known as The Cellar, 

has been fitted out with cupboards        which has given much needed 
storage space. This was very kindly done by a member who gave his 
time for free to help.

4. New blinds and a spring clean.
We have hand sanitizer in place and surface sprays for the bowling 

equipment, and of course social distancing is in operation.
We opened for Bowls on the first of August, having been taking 

advice from Bowls England, and will continue to do so throughout the 
Pandemic.

The Social side of the Club is going to put on some social fund 
raising events in the near future, as long as the COVID rules remain 
the same, but due to being able to have fewer people in the building 
together, these events will be open to Members only, however we 
always welcome new Members.

Josephine Sparkes, Chairman
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Lives turned upside down

WE may well feel that our lives have been turned upside down by the 
coronavirus, and for some people the effects have been enormous; 

some have lost loved ones directly or indirectly from the virus, and others 
continue to suffer the effects of  the disease or of  lockdown; some people 
have lost their jobs, and in some parts of  the world the virus has come on 
top of  problems like war, oppression and famine.

Being ‘turned upside down’ by the pandemic has made many of  us stop 
and think about our values. We’ve been reminded that relationships are far 
more valuable than whether or not we can buy the brand we’re used to in 
our favourite shop!

Nearly 2000 years ago some residents of  the city 
of  Thessalonica in Greece, accused St Paul and the 
Christians of  turning the world upside down. St Paul’s 
teaching about Jesus ruffled their feathers and upset 
the status quo; they wanted to be left alone with their 
traditional beliefs and practices.

But they were right that Jesus’ coming was turning 
the world upside down; Jesus welcomed down-and-
outs, foreigners, children, and women, as friends and followers; he told 
people they could join his kingdom if  they came humbly like a small child; 
and he didn’t have time for the religious leaders and wealthy people who 
thought they could work or buy their way in to his favour. A relationship 
with God is at the heart of  Jesus’ teaching; joining his kingdom means 
becoming one of  his people, and being part of  a community that relishes 
God’s love and shares that love with others.

Reverend Caroline


