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Lavenham Ward 2019-2020:  

Joint District Councillors Annual Report for Great Waldingfield. 

We were both delighted to be elected as your District Councillors in May 2019 

for the new Lavenham Ward which encompasses five parishes, Chilton, 

Cockfield, Great Waldingfield, Lavenham and Little Waldingfield. Between us 

we had already represented four of the parishes in our old Wards, with 

Lavenham being new to both of us.  We thank all residents for their support. 

The District has seen all things change from that point last May with a new 

Cabinet, many new Officers, the loss of some experienced Officers and in 

March of this year, a changing way of how we all live and work due to Covid19.  

We have all needed to learn new skills including working from a distance via 

digital means and social distancing; therefore keeping each other safe and well 

and protecting our vital NHS.  We both long for the day when we may meet up 

with our residents. 

We have been amazed at the wonderful volunteering that is occurring within 

the parishes and salute each, and every, one of you for helping, supporting, 

and encouraging your neighbours.  Congratulations to you all. 

Before “lockdown” occurred business at Babergh District Council included the 

latest consultation on the Joint Local Plan, a Climate Emergency declaration, 

CIL funding in excess of £4.5m and the adoption of the annual Budget. Since 

then the provision of District Councillor Locality Budgets and numerous 

financial help packages have been arranged for all groups, residents, Parish 

Councils and businesses to help during the COVID19 pandemic.  Much of this 

has been achieved via cross council working which has helped to distribute 

these funds as quickly as possible in these uncertain times. 

 

Joint Local Plan 

Work is continuing on the new Babergh and Mid Suffolk JLP, with the planning 

team and a member group considering the representations received as a result 

of last years consultation stage. The revised document is still programmed for 

presentation to the two Councils in the summer. Neighbourhood Plans may 

have to be reviewed to ensure they are consistent with the JLP. 
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Neighbourhood Plan 

We both wish the parish well on their endeavours to achieve a Neighbourhood 

Plan and commend those undertaking the task of compiling the project. 

 

Community Infrastructure Levy 

During the year bids to the CIL fund were approved within the Lavenham 

Ward, for Lavenham parish (gasworks car park) and Cockfield parish 

(adventure playground). Together with Neighbourhood CIL, (which is paid 

direct to Parish Councils), the district CIL fund provides a welcome source of 

finance to enable local community infrastructure projects to be delivered.  

Currently Great Waldingfield receives 15% of CIL directly which helps towards 

parish projects.  When the Neighbourhood Plan is finalised and adopted this 

will rise to 25% giving even more back to the parish from very local residential 

development. 

 

2020-21 Budget and Council Tax 

The compilation of Council Tax for 2020-21 within an average band “D” 

property is as follows: 

Suffolk County Council £1343.61 (+4%); Suffolk Police £222.75 (+4.7%); 

Babergh District Council £168.86 (+3.1%); and Great Waldingfield parish 

council £75.80 (+1.2%).  Making a band D property council tax total of 

£1811.02 which Babergh DC collects and then forwards, by percentage pro 

rata; 74.2% to SCC, 12.3% to Suffolk Police, 9.3% to BDC and 4.2% to Gt 

Waldingfield PC.   

Local Issues 

We have been pleased to work with the Parish Council on a variety of local 

issues during the last 12 months. The Transfer of Green Acre and Cromwell 

Fields to the parish council is ongoing and we are hoping for real progress in 

the coming year. At the time of writing the issues around the protection of the 

crinkle-crankle wall remain unresolved, but we are both pressing for clarity 

regarding BDC’s position. 

Cllr Clive Arthey and Cllr Margaret Maybury  11th May 2020 


