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District Councillor Report November 2020 Cllr Margaret Maybury – Great 

Waldingfield 

Monday morning (02/11/20) Members received a briefing on Reg 19 of the JLP.  

This was embargoed until 5pm.  I can assure the Ward that any minor 

adjustments needed (that I noticed earlier today) have been forwarded to 

officers.  The controversial site along Valley Road opposite is featured within 

the JLP which had opposition from Chilton, Great Waldingfield and myself.  

Although within the boundary of Chilton the housing allocation has been 

awarded to Great Waldingfield.  I have requested details of why this was not 

removed, I await the reply.  The JLP report is now on-line under New Joint 

Local Plan.  The JLP Reg 19 will be going to Council on 10th November (MSDC 

12th Nov) and after that will go out to consultation for six weeks until Christmas 

Eve.  Representations submitted during the consultation will be collated and 

sent along with the JLP to the inspectorate for consideration. 

Members have received a briefing on the Budget, which makes for difficult 

reading.  Savings of over £1m are required to balance the budget next year 

(21/22) and over the next three years savings will have to be found to stop that 

projected gap too.  This is in addition to a projected (but not confirmed) 

minimal rise on council tax.  (currently this stands at £5 for a Band D property) 

Our housing account is suffering from the effects of Covid19 and associated 

debts.  At quarter 2 end the rent arrears were £462,418 which is 2.84% of the 

amount due for that period, with almost £231k  from UC debt. 

The innovation awards took place last night (2nd Nov).  Sadly, I only recognised 

one finalist (Duck in Boots) who unfortunately did not win but made the finalist 

stage.  Congratulations to Sarah Underhay. 

Today (5th Nov) Members had a briefing on the Infrastructure Development 

Plan which lays the basis for infrastructure for development in a timely manner 

and not after the “horse has bolted” ie development is at such a point that 

new infrastructure is desperately needed.  The IDP is reviewed annually.  

Although this is a matter for the Local Planning Authority, it has to be 

remembered that any infrastructure is reliant on the statutory bodies that 

service this agreement, namely Anglian Water, SCC for education, schools and 

health.  After questioning, it appears that the International Recruitment 

Programme for GPs is beginning to make an impact on the GP vacancies within 

Norfolk and Suffolk. 
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The working party for Chilton Woods has taken up a lot of space within my 

days and I have constantly reported my comments to Taylor Wimpey,  added 

to this Chilton parish council has had a first meeting with TW and information 

not previously cascaded was produced. Tonight the surrounding villages are 

meeting to discuss the proposals.  I am hoping my suggestion of securing 

20mph speed limits within the new development will be upheld, my reasoning 

being that the site has a network of cycling and pedestrian routes which criss-

cross the development and for site safety this should be regarded as an 

opportunity to protect all with a reduced speed development.  As it is a new 

site this can be achieved at outset; it is different for trying to reduce speed on 

established roads.  Both the developers and SCC are supportive, it is just now 

the response from police that is required. 

Motor bikes have been identified as using the old airfield for trialling and I 

reported this matter to TW who had contacted police about this matter.  I 

hope that this will stop as the noise travels over to bordering parishes. 

News around the Ward:  
 
Home But Not Alone phoneline reactivated  
  
The service was paused in August because of low call demand and the 
lifting of Covid-19 restrictions. However, in light of Thursday’s national 
lockdown, the service is now up and running again. The aim is to put 
people in touch with local voluntary help.  
  
The telephone number is freephone 0800 876 6926 and will be staffed 
from 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday. 
  
The Suffolk Advice and Support Service phoneline (0800 068 3131) 
which helps those with debt, benefits employment or housing worries, is 
still running.   
 
I would also stress that Citizens Advice is also available for debt 
counselling and advice.   
  
Chilton parish council have been inundated with planning applications 
during the last few weeks, most of which are minor developments, but it 
is worrying that so much is coming forward within a small area 
predominately around the B1115 and The Grove. 
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Little Waldingfield have submitted a grant application for the refurbishment of 

their sports field pavilion to bring it up to date with accessibility, insulation and 

energy efficiency.   

Little Waldingfield is a village built mainly within a conservation area.  Recently 

a planning application for fourteen houses has been submitted which is 

centred in the middle of this conservation area. 

Both Great Waldingfield and Acton as neighbouring parishes replied to the 

container planning application on the Chilton Airfield alongside Chilton parish 

council. 

Lavenham have submitted CIL Bids for Tenter Piece to refurbish and slightly 

extend the community room within the development, as well as Bids for the 

Prentice Street car park and recently the Church Street car park.  The car parks 

include public lavatories and the proposal is to make these Covid safe in the 

way of entrance straight into a cubicle rather than have vestibules.  The Church 

Street alterations would also secure a designated clerk’s office for the parish. 

I highlight again the minor adaptions grant available from BDC for a maximum 

of £7,500 to fund adaptions to homes that would make much easier for those 

with accessibility issues or a vulnerable status.  These adaptions can be 

anything from a key safe to the exterior of the property to a walk-in shower in 

a bathroom.  These grants are not means tested and can be for both a private 

or privately tenanted property.  If BDC tenants require such adaptions these 

are still available but through a different scheme.  Through experience I have 

found these adaptions to be both helpful and comfortable for residents with 

officers on hand to make the process pleasant and achievable.  The web 

address below refers to: 

https://www.babergh.gov.uk/housing/disabled-adaptations-grants/ 

It is a sadness that I receive telephone calls from very distressed residents 

regarding planning applications and permissions.  I do ask that if anyone is in 

that situation to be persuaded to speak to me as I feel stress on some of these 

matters can be alleviated by just talking about it, even if I can do nothing about 

their situation.   

I feel District Councillors are there to listen as well as help, that is what we 

were elected to do. 

3rd November 2020 


