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District Councillor Report December 2020 

BDC, SCC and other council items: 

Recently I have been asked questions on the self-Isolating payment scheme 

which reimburses workers for loss of earnings.  I am grateful to a colleague at 

the Shared Revenues Team from SCC who has updated me on the details. 

It is apparent that this SI scheme is to fix the gap of the lower paid who may be 

at a disadvantage through loss of wages having to self-isolate through being 

contacted under the track and trace system.  The criteria is quite tight. 

However, there are two schemes, one re-imburses those working who also are 

in receipt of certain benefits who will face a loss in income; second is a 

discretionary scheme for those who have a particular disgression from scheme 

one, such as students who are self-supporting; working age persons from 

abroad who cannot claim benefits and certain council tax reduction residents.  

The most interesting aspect from the information is that the Cabinet Office 

have contacted the SI officer at SCC to ask why the applications are so few 

within Suffolk? 

Please see the link for more details, including a claim form, or contact me and I 

will see if I can help. 

Coronavirus: Money & Benefits Advice » Babergh Mid Suffolk 

Sadly, it appears that the hub at Sudbury is losing its funding and promise from 

BDC.  To remind all the hub was set up as figures showed that the majority of 

those attending the former offices at Corks Lane, Hadleigh, for advice came 

from the Sudbury area.  Therefore, a hub was set up at Sudbury Town Hall to 

facilitate the gap.  BDC Cabinet, so I understand, is now rescinding this facility. I 

have had representation from military charities regarding this action on the 

ideal of the vulnerable and less abled having equal access to council advice.  (I 

am informed that 20% of BDC residents, which is approximately 20,000 

residents, are not connected to the internet) Another hub was set up in 

Hadleigh but I have no information as to what is happening in that town. 

LGiU awards; the late Nick Ridley MBE was awarded a life-time award 

posthumously for his long service within the council.  I commented to him once 

that I classed him as the father of Babergh and I am grateful for his wisdom 

and advice particularly when I sat with him on the Licensing and Regulatory 

committee early on in my councillor career. 

https://www.babergh.gov.uk/benefits/coronavirus-money-and-benefits-advice/
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The working group with Taylor Wimpey for the Chilton Woods development 

takes up a lot of my time with meetings every two weeks and to date I have 

not missed a meeting and continually give my ideas, thoughts and opinions to 

TW on the matter of design, construction, landscaping, etc.  Currently the 

design for phase one of the development which is 198 homes is being 

discussed and includes (currently) 43% affordable and 57% of the site will be 

homes for life designed with facilities for those circumstances that we all do 

not expect.  Thankfully, my suggestion for a 20mph speed limit for the spine 

road within the new development has been accepted by BDC and TW but now 

just needs police acceptance. 

I have no information as regards the rolling out of the Covid vaccine locally, 

although I have asked questions regarding this vast country-wide project.  I 

was politely told that this information was confidential.  I await further news. 

 

News from the parishes: 

Little Waldingfield have a controversial planning application for the land at 

Church Field which is the subject of a public view for the conservation area. 

Chilton has been inundated with planning applications, including the 

demolition of a home that was originally a World War 1 hut (one of three 

opposite the airfield entrance) which the Great War Huts at Hawstead are 

interested in preserving. 

Great Waldingfield is progressing with its Neighbourhood Plan, acquisition of 

open spaces and finalising the school/green space areas of exchange. 

Cockfield has a controversial planning application to change the use of the last 

remaining public house into a residential home. 

Lavenham is progressing with its alteration of the Prentice Street car park and 

toilet block together with the alteration of the toilet block at Church Street into 

covid secure toilets and a dedicated parish office. 

 

I end by sending my seasonal best wishes to all and, if I may, I wish all a Happy 

Christmas.   
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