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District Councillor Report October 2020 – Cllr Margaret Maybury 
 
Following a question over the time it is taking for a brown bin to be delivered to new customers (or 
existing customers who were ordering a second) I was advised that 1800 new brown bins have been 
ordered from BDC over the last few weeks, hence the delay in the delivery.  I am delighted with this 
news on two fronts, firstly, residents are becoming more recycling aware and hopefully I will have 
less complaints regarding bonfires, as garden waste can be easily disposed of via the brown bin 
scheme.  The waste is treated at a high temperature and then turned into compost. 
Secondly, although this is a facility for residents it is via a contract and the charges help to balance 
the cost of this service and any monies left over are a welcome addition to BDC finances.  At less 
than £1 per week I believe this is good value for money. 
 
Cabinet have approved the proposal to bring Public Realm services in-house as the current contract 
with IDVERDE ends in 2021 with no option to continue.  At the Overview and Scrutiny committee 
meeting, of which I was part, I raised the issue of BMBS (the building maintenance side of our 
housing department)  which, I would suggest, has not been as successful or as cost effective as 
originally planned.  BMBS is due to be reviewed but I understand that this has been deferred for 
now. 
 
BDC have been awarded £100,000 to help with homelessness. 
 
Council is concerned about the Government Planning Consultation and have replied as such. 
 
Philip Avent site has been sold to GCB Cocoa UK Ltd which is good news for a variety of reasons 
including for those of us who enjoy cocoa products!   
 
Other Matters to Note: 
 
Under the banner of the Vision for Sudbury the question of whether the Market Hill in Sudbury 
should be permanently pedestrianised has arisen.  Whilst this has merits, the caveat is the possible 
loss of trade as older residents desist from travelling into the town for shopping and the lack of 
designated disabled parking within the area itself for those less mobile.  I believe a compromise 
should be reached with part pedestrianised and part left for parking. 
To add, a public meeting is taking place for the Vision for Sudbury on Monday and I am trying to add 
myself onto the attendance list. 
Update:  I have seen the proposals as I did attend the meeting and have difficulty in accepting them.  
The main issue is that we have an “A” road passing through Sudbury close to this proposal and after 
asking if anyone has any experience of such a scheme at another meeting,  I was informed of the 
Bromley scheme which resulted in two deaths and then a by-pass was built, taking the traffic out of 
the centre of Bromley and then creating a pedestrianised area in all of the centre of Bromley.  One of 
my SCC colleagues then commented that a strategic route for HGVs could be along the industrial 
estate road from Sudbury to Newton Road and then onwards along the A143 to the A12.  My 
reaction to that was that my colleagues representing Newton and Leavenheath would not be happy 
with this suggestion as it would just be moving the problem onto another part of BDC. 
 
Chilton Woods:  We have now had three meetings under the banner of a Working Party.  This last 
meeting was to be again on design, but comments over other subjects such as highways, access 
points, landscaping etc occurred.  I have again emailed my concerns to Taylor Wimpey and this is 
what I shall continue to do throughout this endeavour. 
 



2 
 

I do have gaps in my knowledge and always state I do not know everything, after all as humans we 
learn all the time.  I am concerned that within planning there appears to be the opportunity for 
developers to avoid contributing to affordable housing by applying for developments in smaller 
portions.  I have lobbied Officers regarding this and will continue to try and get the best for residents 
of BDC.  As I always say, residents will have what they need not necessarily what they want.  I 
believe affordable housing is a need.  And local village affordable housing should be for those with 
strong connections to the village, I shall continue to lobby for that too. 
 
 
 
 


