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DC/20/01094 | Outline Planning Application (some matters reserved, access to be considered) - 
Erection of up to 190 residential dwellings, purpose built care home for up to 60 bedrooms, and 
associated infrastructure including landscaping, public open-space, car parking and means of ac-
cess off Church Field Road. | Land On The North Side Of Church Field Road Chilton Industrial Es-
tate Chilton Suffolk 
 
Great Waldingfield Parish Council wishes to OBJECT to the above planning application on the 
grounds of the unacceptable cumulative impact on the road network in terms of capacity and con-
gestion. 
 
NPPF  109 states: 
Development should only be prevented or refused on highways grounds if there would be an 
unacceptable impact on highway safety, or the residual cumulative impacts on the road 
network would be severe’. 
 
It is imperative that any transport assessment for this development looks not only at the effect of 
the 190 new houses on the capacity of the road network, but also at the number of new houses 
being built in the villages that lead onto the B1115 before Churchfield Road. Although the appli-
cant’s transport assessment has taken into account the new development on land north of 
Waldingfield Road (DC/17/04052), they have not considered the new developments either already 
granted planning permission or those coming forward within the new Joint Local Plan for those vil-
lages using the B1115 - Acton, Great and Little Waldingfield and also Lavenham - the majority of 
whose residents will be using Sudbury for school, employment or retail. 
 
New housing coming forward in the near future using the B1115 (Waldingfield Road) and converg-
ing at the Churchfield Road roundabout: 
 
Developments with planning permission or planning applications: 
100 new houses in Acton (DC/19/03126)  
32 new houses in Great Waldingfield  (DC/18/00200 ) 
 5 new houses at Chilton Grove   (DC/19/05565  - DC/19/05569 (inclusive)) 
Total 137 
 
The minimum numbers for development in these villages in Babergh’s Joint Local Plan: 
16 - Little Waldingfield 
31 - Chilton 
118 - Lavenham 
Total 165 
 
The two developments included in the applicant’s transport assessment: 
130 new houses on land North of Waldingfield Road  (DC/17/04052) 
190 new houses on land off Churchfield Road  (DC/20/01094) 
Total 320 
 
Altogether this is a total of 622 new houses with vehicles potentially using the B1115/Churchfield 
Road roundabout during the peak morning and evening hours. 
 
Using the TRICS data of 0.5 rate during am peak hour and 0.4 rate during pm peak hour, 
this means a total of at least 311 additional vehicle movements generated by these houses during 
the morning rush hour and a total of at least 249 during evening rush hour all potentially converg-
ing on the Churchfield Road roundabout. This is not including the extra traffic that has already 
been generated by the new Health Centre. 
 
The applicant’s transport assessment itself does acknowledge that the increase in traffic from just 
the 130 houses together with this new 190 will mean that the Churchfield Road junction is at over-
capacity, but this is without including the 302 additional houses coming forward in the villages. 
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Therefore it is also unlikely that the mitigation being suggested  - ‘an increase in the entry width of 
the B1115 Waldingfield Road arm, to allow for two lanes, whilst also amending the kerbline to in-
crease the effective flare length’(Transport assessment 7.10) - would be enough, especially once 
the Chilton Woods development is completed. (.(B/15/01718)  
 
This development potentially produces 1150 houses and if even half of the vehicles from this es-
tate drive along the A134 to the roundabout with the B1115 that would equal an additional 287 ve-
hicles in the morning and 230 in the evening using the B1115/A134 roundabout. Together with 
those from the villages this is a total potential increase at this junction of 598 vehicles in the morn-
ing and 479 in the evening. 
 
It is obvious that even the additional 311 morning and 249 evening vehicle trips would compromise 
road safety and cause severe congestion at these two roundabouts (without including the Chilton 
Woods development) which cannot be ‘effectively mitigated to an acceptable degree’. (NPPF 
108c) 
This application must therefore be refused on these grounds alone notwithstanding the undeniable 
concerns relating to landscape and heritage. 
 
Great Waldingfield Parish Council 
30/4/20 


