
DC/20/04148 | Householder Planning Application - Erection of single storey rear extension, 
erection of two -storey side extension and alterations to existing vehicular access | Elmwood 
Rectory Road Great Waldingfield Sudbury Suffolk CO10 0TL

Dear Mr Fayers
We are writing to object to the above planning application because it contravenes the following 
planning policies:

Emerging Babergh New Joint Local Plan LP03 1a
Babergh Saved policies HS 33
NPPF: Conserving and enhancing the historical environment - para 185
Babergh Saved Policies CN08

Elmwood sits on Rectory Road in the old part of Great Waldingfield, a road characterised by large 
detached houses, each with their own individual character. Elmwood itself is a rectangular, neo-
Georgian house, built at the very end of this period (considered to be from 1880-1970) which 
favours symmetry, red brick and multi-paned windows.  

The Babergh saved policy HS33 states that the ‘external materials and architectural details of the 
proposed extension blend in with those of the dwelling’ and this is echoed in the Emerging New 
Joint Local Plan. Extensions to dwellings can only be permitted if they ‘are in keeping with the 
design and materials of the existing dwelling. (LP03 1a). Unfortunately this is not the case here.

The extension does not contain any of the architectural elements of the original dwelling, using 
render rather than redbrick and using dormer windows which are out of keeping with the clean 
lines of the existing house. 



The result is a dwelling of two parts which does not fit with the surrounding houses. Two of the 
other detached houses in Rectory Road have had extensions, but in both cases the resulting 
houses are uniform, with their original gable ends reflected in the dormer-type windows created in 
the extension. In fact, in both cases, it is not immediately obvious where the original house ends 
and the extension begins.

This fact that the resultant dwelling does not  fit with the surrounding houses becomes of greater 
importance because Rectory Road sits within the Great Waldingfield Conservation Area and leads 
to the historic core of the old village around the Grade 1 listed church. This means that planning 
policy in relation to heritage issues must also be taken into account. Although it might seem 
possible to sideline heritage matters here because these are unlisted buildings of 50 years old, this 
part of the Conservation area also demands protection. Indeed this was underlined in an appeal 
decision in February  2018 when the refusal of an application to build an additional house in a 
garden near to Elmwood was upheld. (Appeal Ref : APP/D3505/W/17/318787)

NPPF para 185c is very relevant here when it emphasizes ‘the desirability of new development 
making a positive contribution to local character and distinctiveness’. The problem here is that the 
extension neither fits with the architecture of the existing house nor of the surrounding houses,  
none of which have the small dormer windows set into a roof as presented in the extension.  
Because of this, it cannot be seen to be preserving or enhancing the character of the Conservation 
Area as is stated in Babergh’s Saved policy CN08.

It is for these reasons that we consider the application should be refused. 

Yours sincerely
Clare and Michael Kiely

2 Rectory Cottages, 
Rectory Road, 
Great Waldingfield,
CO10 OTL


