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District Councillor Annual Report 2020-2021 – Great Waldingfield – Cllr 

Margaret Maybury and Cllr Clive Arthey 

 

The past year has been dominated by Covid 19, its restrictions, its implications, 

its financial impact, and its effect on parish life.  Despite the restrictions 

occurring in “lockdowns” of which the country has had three, both of us have 

been uplifted by the stories of voluntary work undertaken to keep the more 

vulnerable amongst us safe.  From us both, thank you, you know who you are. 

The District Council has received monies from Government which has allowed 

business grants to be distributed to those businesses who qualified in the first 

round of grants and then under discretionary powers BDC were able to help 

other businesses as covid regulations bit into their trading, manufacturing, or 

hospitality hours and systems of work. Over £30 million has been paid to 

nearly 4000 eligible businesses. 

The vaccination roll-out has been administered mainly within Lavenham for 

the Ward, with other GP surgeries through patient visits also “getting the jabs 

into arms”.  Those residents who have helped at Lavenham surgery in 

particular need a special mention when the weather changed from tolerable to 

snowy, extremely cold and wet plus they continued during the early evening in 

darkness in difficult circumstances.  We both thank you. 

To continue with the subject of volunteering within the Ward, it was a pleasure 

to congratulate Cllr Doreen Twitchett on her New Year’s Honours Award of a 

BEM.  Nominated for her outstanding volunteering position within Lavenham 

as she initiated the Good Neighbour Scheme and then also the Lavenham 

Dementia Alliance, Cllr Twitchett is the home-grown epitome of what 

volunteering can do to improve parish life. Cllr Twitchett has been especially 

busy during Covid 19 arranging lifts to medical appointments as well as 

arranging food and pharmacy deliveries. 

Finance: 

2020-21 has been badly affected by Covid, but Government support should 

help achieve a favourable year end.  Council Tax has been raised by 3% for 

2021-2022, rents increased by 1.5%, sheltered housing charges by £0.69 per 

week, but garage costs stayed the same as have utility costs for sheltered 

housing. 
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Car Parking: 

The contentious issue of introducing car parking charges over the District 

arrived at Cabinet; a decision was deferred, debated at Overview and Scrutiny 

Committee, brought to full council by a petition, and then returned to Cabinet. 

Charges will not be implemented before 1st Oct 2021 and one hour will still be 

free.  We will see what impact it will have on Sudbury and Hadleigh. Lavenham, 

where the parish council have a management agreement with Babergh, were 

excluded from this decision as the Parish Council were already negotiating to 

lease the car parks and toilets. 

Belle Vue House: 

A decision on the future of Belle Vue house has been made, with Cabinet 

agreeing to the sale of the house for conversion and new build to provide 

retirement accommodation. The proceeds of the sale will be used to fund 

improvements to the frontage and entrance to the park.  

Customer Access point: 

An access point for residents agreed when Corks Lane was vacated, which has 

been at the Town Hall at Sudbury, is to be moved as from 1st April 2021 to the 

library at the Old Corn Exchange building.  

Planning. 

In November the new Babergh and Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan was approved 

for submission to the Secretary of State for an Independent Examination this 

year. It followed consultation periods in 2017 and 2019. The Plan provides for 

416 dwellings per year, or 7900 dwellings by 2037, but around 4000 of those 

already have permission, so the plan allocates sites to meet the remaining 

need. Two sites are identified for the settlement of Great Waldingfield, one 

already has permission (off Bantocks Road) and the other is in the Chilton 

parish. Policies in the Plan seek to balance growth requirements with the need 

to protect our wonderful rural landscape and rich heritage. They recognise the 

importance of Affordable Housing, Employment, Town Centres, Tourism, 

Infrastructure, The Environment and Climate Change. 

Climate Change: 

Following the work in 2019-20 to identify areas where the Council could have 

an impact, we are starting to see some of those initiatives implemented. The 

refuse collection fleet was identified as the largest element of the Council’s 
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carbon emissions, so we are moving to using Hydrotreated Vegetable Oil (HVO) 

for all refuse freighters. We are using Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 

funding to increase the number of Electric Vehicle (EV) charging points and 

planning policies will require new development to facilitate householder 

chargers. The Chilton Woods development will include EV connection provision 

for all houses. Recently we secured funding for ‘solar carports’ in Sudbury’s 

Kingfisher car park which will generate electricity to charge a vehicle (via PV 

panels) whilst parked in the shade under the roof! 

Waste and Recycling: 

Covid presented huge challenges, affecting collection crews and Household 

Waste Recycling Centre staffing. It was necessary to suspend some services 

during the year, but residual (black bin) waste collection was maintained 

throughout. Collections, including garden waste, are now back to normal cycle, 

but HWRCs remain on an appointment system. Unfortunately, we have seen a 

rise in fly tipping incidents and recycling (blue) bin ‘contamination’. The Suffolk 

Waste Partnership embarked on an awareness campaign to improve the 

quality of our recyclables by reminding householders what should, and should 

not, be in the recycling bin. 

Council Tax: 

Council Tax house has increased for the coming year, making a band D 

property annual council tax total of £1908.10 which BDC collects and forwards, 

with 73.2% going to SCC, 12.5% to Suffolk Police, 9.1% to BDC and 5.2% to 

GWPC.  This is made up by the following figures and percentage of increase: 

Suffolk County Council £1397.16 (+4%); Suffolk Police £237.69 (+6.7%); 

Babergh District Council £173.86 (+3%); and Great Waldingfield Parish Council 

£99.39 (+23.5%). 

Chilton Woods: 

The strategic planning site at Chilton Woods was sold to Taylor Wimpey for 

£35m by Suffolk County Council.  TW bought the residential area only and 

currently a working party is convened to bring the site into build out.  

 


