
TREE WARDEN REPORT 2021 

The Tree Warden scheme was set up by the national charity the Tree Council in 1990. I am the 

volunteer tree warden for our parish of Great Waldingfield and part of the Suffolk Tree Warden 

Network. My role is to plant, protect and promote local trees, including hedges. 

I have had training but I am not a qualified tree surgeon. I have planted many new trees in the 

village over the last 25 years, and not all of them in the community woodland. I have easy access to 

common native trees that could be planted in suitable sites - with the landowner's consent - if 

anyone has any suggestions. Feel free to contact me for advice. 

Tree News. To celebrate 30 years of the tree warden scheme nationally, the Tree Council offered 30 

celebratory disease-free elms. I am pleased to say that our bid was successful and we have now 

planted on of these trees in the community woodland. The planned planting ceremony could not 

take place due to covid 19 restrictions but we hope to mark the occasion later in the year. I have 

been able to give advice and supply free trees on a number of occasions this year. I have planted a 

short stretch of hedge for one of the local farmers.  

Orchard Survey. During 2020, I did an orchard survey of the parish as part of a research project run 

by the University of East Anglia. One of their main aims was to discover any surviving old traditional 

orchards which might be important for rare local varieties of fruit and specialised wildlife. I visited 30 

sites in the village which had once been orchards. Many had been lost to housing or arable 

conversion but some remained and I am grateful to the owners who were able to share with me 

some of the history of these places and let me look around. 

Tree Protection Orders (TPOs). Some trees are protected by the district council if they are 

particularly important for landscape or historical reasons. These trees must not be cut down or have 

tree surgery without planning permission. 
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