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Deadline for magazine copy is 12th of each month
Send your articles and items of interest to:

gwvnews@gmail.com
Stour Business Partners Limited

Hopkin, The Heath, Lavenham Road,
Great Waldingfield,

Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 0SA

All contributions should have a contact name
If you have a computer, could you please send your article by email 

to the above email address

ADVERTISEMENTS
Items for sale or items wanted - £1.00 per item

All advertisements are accepted in good faith but the committee cannot accept 
responsibility for the quality of the services offered.
Distributors contact point - Pam Eggby & Sally Brinton

The Editors, Pam Eggby & Sally Brinton, retain the right to alter, abridge or not to publish 
if they consider a contribution to be inappropriate.
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Great Waldingfield WI

Hello everybody, I hope you are all well and coping with this strange 
life we are having. Hopefully by the sounds of it and because we have 
all had ‘The Jab’ we can gradually get back to normal. Sadly Great 
Waldingfield WI have decided to call it a day and close. We are all 
very sad about it as we reached our centenary in 2018. Most of us 
are knocking on a bit now so we are going to gracefully fade out but 
we will be back ... but  in a different form. We  are hoping to become 
an afternoon tea gathering, as it would be a shame not to keep in 
touch. So watch this spot. I will be writing about our new activities, not 
sure where yet as we haven’t yet found a suitable venue. Keep safe 
everybody, take care, don’t go too mad when we get our freedom.
Best regards.

Helen Maybank.

JUBILEE GARDEN - Next to the Playing Field

We need your help please.
On Sunday 16th May from 10.00.a.m we are having a working party in 
the Jubilee Garden. We need to adapt the garden to make it less work for 
the few volunteers that we have. We would be grateful for your assistance.
Please bring forks, spades, rakes and barrows etc - but most importantly, a 

picnic which we can enjoy together - socially distanced of  course.
Thank you, we look forward to seeing you.

Anne Francis
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Great Waldingfield Primary School
What a wonderful feeling to have the school fully open again, although working 

in a school meant that we did not experience lockdown in the same way as 
most people. We still came to work everyday so we saw our colleagues and of course 
the children - although in reduced numbers. We were the lucky ones as we know 
many people were experiencing acute feelings of isolation. Like many others we have 
used technology more than ever – to ‘meet up’, deliver live lessons and keep up with 
training. It has been a steep learning curve at times! It has also been a challenge for 
schools, just like other communities to keep up the ever changing COVID landscape – 
like in January when the Prime Minister announced that schools would close to most 
children with only hours to spare! Once again many parents were juggling working 
from home with teaching their child or children. However Great Waldingfield’s parents 
were magnificent and we were amazed by the way parents went that extra mile to 
motivate their children to learn and continue to make progress.

For the foreseeable future we will continue to stagger the start and finish times for 
the children so that large gatherings at the school gate can be avoided. The children 
will also stay in their class bubbles. However if things go according to plan we hope the 
children will be able to play outside with the other children in their Key Stage after the 
21 st June when the government intends that most restrictions will be relaxed. We also 
hope that we will be able to resume whole school worship from this date although this 
too will be outside. Of course the health and safety of the children, staff and parents will 
be our first consideration whenever we make adjustments to our current procedures.

As always we will be making the most of the locality in fact even more so as school 
trips any further afield are not yet possible. Sadly it is the things like trips and visits 
that enhance the learning and provide experiences and opportunities that children 
may otherwise not gain that have been curtailed due to the pandemic. It is important 
for children to visit art galleries and theatres but it is equally important for them to 
learn about what is valuable in their own culture and other cultures. Educationalists 
often refer to this as mirrors and windows. Mirrors are to examine yourself and give 
you glimpses into your ancestry and heritage. Windows are something through which 
you can see the rest of the world. In our school we work hard to include ‘mirrors and 
windows’ in our curriculum so our children grow up as responsible, tolerant citizens.

The children, like the rest of society, have a lot of catching up to do. Hopefully 
now we are heading in the right direction they can start on that journey. Never has 
the Waldingfield Way been more important – work hard; do your best; and encourage 
others.

Tina Hosford, Head Teacher
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Great Waldingfield Bowls Club

Let’s get back to exercise and socialising, no better way than at 
the Bowls club.

 The Bowls and Social committee are hoping to welcome 
bowlers back on the 17th of May. Under current guidelines this 
will be for six members only at a time, on the green. The social 
side we are hoping to open on the 21st of June.

 We have had some interesting ideas put forward for social 
events but just difficult to plan at the moment.

 The new LED lighting has made a huge difference on the 
green. We decided that we would have the new bowling carpet 
laid before reopening. So this should be in place by May 17th.

 For all enquiries phone Gilbert the Men’s Captain on 
07955862514 or email gilbertsparkes@gmail.com

We look forward to seeing present members and new ones 
soon.

     
Josephine Sparkes, Chairman

DUCKS IN LOCKDOWN

LOCKDOWNS do not seem to bother ducks! I live opposite the 
village pond in Folly Road and last year, just after the first 

lockdown began, a duck that had been nesting in my raised flower 
bed hatched 12 ducklings. 2 yellow and 10 brown, which she duly 
took back over the road to the pond. Such a joy to see and during 
her long sit(28 days) her ‘partner’  knocked with his beak on my 
back door for food, which I provided. During the summer and 
winter there were 38 ducks on the pond. Many ducklings fall foul 
of feral cats, foxes and speeding motorists. However, once again 
this year I have been chosen as a maternity wing and await the 
arrival of 12 ducklings! They have made my lockdowns!             

Sally Brinton
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Quiet Lanes (QLS) Project in your village
Dear Resident,
Great Waldingfield Parish Council, in conjunction with Great 
Waldingfield Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, is exploring the 
opportunities to designate certain roads as “Quiet Lanes” (Highway 
Code 218). According to responses to the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) 
questionnaire, residents considered Road Safety to be one of the top 
priorities for the village in the future (91%). Quiet Lanes are intended 
for shared use by walkers, horse riders, cyclists and other road users 
to enjoy country lanes in greater safety and encourage drivers to 
‘Expect and Respect’ more vulnerable road users. Quiet Lanes can 
offer the opportunity for increased levels of walking and cycling which 
will contribute to Suffolk County Council’s (SCC) Public Health aims 
and its Green Access Strategy.

These types of lanes do not impose traffic restrictions and are not 
enforced. Advisory signs are placed at either end of Quiet Lanes plus 
repeater signs at intervals to show motorised users clearly that the 
road is a shared space.

Within Great Waldingfield, mostly within our Conservation Area, 
we have identified Rectory Road and The Street, from Lavenham 
Road (B115) past Old School Wood and the Church travelling through 
Upsher Green to Bradley Road as being suitable for designation – 
see lanes marked on the map opposite.

These lanes are already popular with walkers, cyclists and horse 
riders and the intention is to encourage that use. This is a county 
wide project supported by Suffolk County Council’s Suffolk 2020 
Fund, the East Suffolk Greenprint Forum and the East Suffolk 
Community Partnerships. The aim is to create a network of Quiet 
Lanes across the County.

We feel that this would be of real benefit to the village and those 
who visit. The lanes being considered in Great Waldingfield will l ink 
with our existing footpaths and will ensure that walkers, cyclists and 
horse riders can use these Quiet Lanes safely. The proposed Quiet 
Lanes would provide a safer walking route to the Church and Old 
School Wood as well the narrow road through Upsher Green. 

The process of Designation requires public awareness and 
consultation.

With the current limited nature of parish council public meetings 
this letter seeks to inform and consult on your views about these 
proposals.
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We would request and welcome all your views and comments by 
either: email to:

quietlanes@greatwaldingfield.uk
or by post to:

Cllr Stephen Williams
64 Bantocks Road
Great Waldingfield
CO10 0XT

It is intended that there will also be a public exhibition at the 
Village Hall at a future date to discuss these proposals when 
COVID-19 restrictions on open public meetings are lifted (June 19th 
currently bookmarked).

Amy Maguire - Parish Lead
Cllr Kerry Francis

Cllr Stephen Williams
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BRANCHLINES AND OLD SCHOOL WOOD
The wood has been a popular place to visit during lockdown. It is situated near the 
village church a little way down the hill. It is managed by the village voluntary group 
called Branchlines. We think of it as a local nature reserve which is also good for 
walking and just enjoying the green space. There is an area set aside for forest 
school, where children can do some learning outdoors. There are benches to relax 
and we have created other features of interest such as a pond, a meadow and an 
orchard. The latest additions are a bird feeding station and a sculpture of a barn 
owl. His name is Oswald and he oversees the entrance to the forest school area.

Volunteer working Parties are held most weeks. We do all the jobs that need 
doing such as mowing the paths and meadows, coppicing the trees, hedgelaying. 
New members are welcome. We can provide basic training and tools where 
needed and we break for refreshments mid session. Next date is Saturday 22nd 
May from 9.30 to 12.30. We will be doing midweek sessions too before that. Let 
me know if you would like to join us. 01787 373541.

We’d like to keep the wood a safe and special place. So a reminder please;
Don’t leave litter or dog poo. No cycling except on the tarmac track. No dogs or 
fires in the forest school area. Leave the wild flowers for others to enjoy. Do not 
put anything in the pond or plant things anywhere. We hope to provide more 
information boards soon.

We have a page on the village website - Branchlines, and a facebook 
page - Old School Wood. We publish a quarterly newsletter - contact Amy 
oldschoolwoodgw@gmail.com. If you would like to donate to our funds for looking 
after the wood, contact Philip 07768 203483.

ST LAWRENCE CHURCHYARD
Our village church is 15 minutes walk from the main part of the village, on a low 
hill with good views to the west and north. There is a two acre churchyard which 
is looked after by volunteers. There are four main areas within the churchyard. 
At the front by the road is a fairly formal area of lawn with yew trees. Beyond 
this is the old graveyard which is now managed sympathetically for nature. Here 
you may see wild flowers, birds and insects enjoying ‘God’s Acre’. There are 
many protected trees and the grass is allowed to grow longer between mown 
paths. Beyond this is the new graveyard, where new burials take place. We try 
to keep this area mown with our limited resources, but the ground is not always 
even. There are graveyard rules on a notice board. The fourth area is spare land 
not used by the public, which will be used for future burials when more space is 
needed.
Volunteer working parties are held monthly on the second Saturday. Hence May 
8th, 9.30 to 12.30, meeting by the main front gate. Why not join us?

David Taylor, chair of Branchlines
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First Friends Pre school

AFTER an eventful few months we are now back to full capacity with all 
our children having returned to playgroup. They have all returned happily 

eager to see their friends and play together again.
We have been busy renovating our outdoor area using the last of the money 

we fundraised, and alongside a kind donation from our local council have been 
able to lay a desperately needed new surface.

This has enabled the children to be able to use the area in all weathers and 
develop their physical skills.

Unfortunately as we have been unable to fund raise further we are unable 
to resource the area as we would like. I have recently completed some outdoor 
play training and I am eager to facilitate some fantastic ideas.

We have a list of items on our wish list if anyone feels they would be able to 
donate these.

Garden trellis, children’s brooms, plastic chemistry flasks, plastic chemistry 
droppers, Ladybird houses, pestle and mortars, large paint rollers, safely 
opened catering tins, washing up brushes, decking offcuts, plastic bottles and 
spray bottles. We would also love some natural resources such as pine cones, 
seeds and pebbles.

We have gratefully received some car seats so I can create a real car, 
scaffolding boards to make ramps and for balancing, artificial turf to create a 
zoo and fantasy area, as well as resources for an investigation station.

We will continue to work hard as we have done throughout the pandemic 
to ensure our children and families from the local area are well supported. We 
are currently working with the school as we begin the transition process for 
our children moving into reception class and the next step on their learning 
journey.

We are currently full but will have some spaces available in September. 
Please give us a call on 01787 882473 to arrange a viewing.

Louise Mitchell, Pre-School Manager
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What we did in 2020
In preparation for the Annual Parish Meeting held via Zoom on March 15th, we 
looked back over everything that we had done on the Neighbourhood Plan in 
2020; it was very encouraging to see how much has been achieved despite the 
limitations of being in lockdown.

We began the year with the Focus Groups looking at various questions to pave 
the way for the village survey which went out to the village on 22nd July. Since then 
we have been using the results of the survey together with other evidence to work 
on the policies we want to put into the Plan.

These policies will contain clear guidelines for any future developments coming 
into Great Walding-field to ensure that they will protect what we all value about our 
village.

To view the presentation, please go to www.greatwaldingfield.uk and scroll to 
the bottom of the page to find the Neighbourhood Plan section. The link there will 
take you to the content of the talk and the slides themselves are at the bottom 
under ‘what we did in 2020’.

The survey is already making a difference!
In the Survey 70% of you asked for additional benches round the village - we are 
delighted to report that the Parish Council agreed to fund five new benches and 
worked with us to organise the siting and ordering of the benches just in time for 
the opening up from the Covid lockdown.  We do hope you enjoy using them in 
the better weather - one up in the Street near the Old School Wood, one near the 
bus stop outside the new development, two on Green Acre and one on Folly Road 
opposite the footpath to the Church.

Working with other experts
We have also been working with other experts to get a Landscape Appraisal 
produced to protect our important views and a Design Guide to keep future 
housing in line with the responses from the village survey.  We already have a draft 
Landscape Appraisal and the Design Guide is progressing well.

Evidence Base Document
The final stage before everything can go to our consultant for the writing of the 

 Neighbourhood Plan News 



11

supporting text is to complete an evidence base document showing clearly how all 
our evidence, including the survey results, has led to the particular policies; the first 
draft of this has been completed.

Village Meeting
As you will all be aware, we were hoping to hold a village meeting just before the 
November lock-down to share all this information with you, but unfortunately it had 
to be cancelled. We do hope to hold a village meeting in the near future so please 
watch out for details on the website, on the notice boards or in the next village 
magazine.

Contact us
For further information about anything relating to the Neighbourhood Plan, please 
contact us by phone: 01787 371654, by email: gtwaldingfieldnp@aol.com or 
visit our section of the village web-site at the bottom of the home page: www.
greatwaldingfield.uk

Clare Kiely
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 

DON’T LOSE YOUR WAY - FOOTPATHS

Following my article at Christmas, we have been continuing our 
efforts to improve the footpath network in and around the village. 
Some problems have been dealt with but some issues remain. I 
have submitted a draft ‘Rights of Way Improvement Plan’ for the 
parish to the rights of way team at Suffolk County Council and 
await their response.  I will be surveying all our footpaths again 
during May. There may be funding for a guide to local walks as a 
leaflet or on the parish website.
The paths are drier now than during the winter, and we can 
hopefully enjoy our local countryside in some spring sunshine.

D L Taylor
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Horticultural Show Committee              
After having to cancel the Spring and Autumn Shows in 2020 and again the Spring 
Show this year due to Covid19, we are pleased to announce we are planning to 
hold an Autumn Horticultural Show on the 4th September this year. There will be 
76 classes including 6 for children under 12 years in the  9 sections, covering fruit 
& vegetables, flowers, flower arranging, handicraft, photography, domestic and 
home brewing.

Please support us by entering as many classes as possible. There are 16 cups 
and trophies to be won, and Gold, Silver and Bronze medals will be presented for 
1st. 2nd. and 3rd. places in the special children’s classes (21, 34, 41, 53, 58 and 
72) to keep, in addition children may enter any class in the schedule.  

I will be inviting village organisations to participate between 2pm and 4pm 
in the afternoon with an outdoor stall; individuals wishing to have a stall please 
contact me for detail.

Schedules, including rules and entry forms are available from:- 
Gt. Waldingfield One Stop Stores, Acton Costcutter (Bob’s Stores)
Tourist information - Sudbury library or download www.facebook.com/
GWHorticulturalSociety

Finally, we are looking for additional volunteers to serve on the committee. We 
would be very grateful to anyone who could give up 2 whole Saturdays and 2 or 3 
evenings in a year, to ensure the continuation of these traditional village shows, if 
you can help, please contact me on 01787 378342.

John Hughes, Secretary  



13

Great Waldingfield Annual Parishioners’ Meeting 
Chairman’s Report: 15/3/2021

AGAINST the backdrop of a global pandemic, I was honoured to be elected 
as Chairman in May 2020, in a surreal virtual Parish Council meeting, which 

has now become our norm. Covid 19 has affected all of our lives in extraordinary 
ways, and I am so proud of how our Parish Council responded to help our 
Community with the support it needed when it mattered most.

Cllr Kerry Francis &amp; Cllr Carrie Parkin were absolute champions in 
leading with a quick-thinking plan to the lockdown by creating a Whatsapp group 
of Parish Councilors and volunteers from around the village. They resourcefully 
shopped, collected prescriptions and supported our most vulnerable residents. It 
was a huge team effort which we are all so grateful for.

Thank you to Cllr Roger Knight and Cllr Clare Kiely who continue to respond 
to the various planning applications which in its role as a statutory consultant 
to Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Council, the Parish Council has during the 
last year, considered 36 applications within the Parish, 29 of which it resolved to 
support. The Council submitted a response to every application. We were invited 
to comment on 5 outside the parish, 3 in Chilton, 1 in Acton and 1 for the Sonica 
solar farm near Newmarket. 

Thank you to Cllr Clare Kiely, Chair of Great Waldingfield Neighbourhood Plan 
Steering Group and Vice Chairman of the Parish Council, for achieving such an 
impressive response to the village survey last year. Over 65% of households 
responded and more than 700 individual surveys were returned, thanks to the 25 
street champions who safely delivered and collected them. They were delighted 
to receive the first draft of their Landscape Appraisal last month, which is an 
extremely comprehensive document covering so much that is important about 
our beautiful local landscape. 

Cllr Linda Rushton has been excellent as our Parish Council representative 
on the Chilton Wood Steering group now that Suffolk County Council has 
completed the sale of development land at Chilton Woods to developer Taylor 
Wimpey, allowing planning of more than 1,000 homes near Sudbury. We are 
kept up to date with the progress with regular reports from her webinars and 
correspondence.

Thanks also go to our newish Co-opted Councilors Cllr Pete Berry and Cllr 
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Steve Williams who have already made a difference to the workload with their 
interest and time on the Quiet lanes Suffolk, Queens Diamond Jubilee gardens 
and the play areas in the village. They have quickly become valued members of 
the team.

A huge thankyou must also go to Cllr Roger Knight for his determination to 
get the village hall up and running after a flood which irretrievably damaged the 
main floor last year, spending hours of his time liaising with the trades to get the 
job done, only for it to be closed down due to Covid 19 restrictions. He joins Cllr 
Francis, Cllr Parkin and Cllr Rushton as trustees for the village hall who are all 
looking forward to opening the doors to welcome in the public once again.

As school Governor for Great Waldingfield Primary School I’m really looking 
forward to getting into the classroom to run some creative projects with the 
children, meanwhile I would like to express my admiration and appreciation for 
the way the Headteacher, Tina Hosford and her staff have stepped up to the 
challenge of keeping the children safe and secure, particularly over the last year; 
they truly deserve a medal for their courage. We enjoyed gifting each child a 
book and bauble (generously handcrafted by Anne Francis) for Christmas. The 
staff enjoyed a bottle of wine and bauble as a thankyou too.

We’ve had to put a hold on the Neighbourhood Watch initiative, as it hasn’t 
been safe to do our house to house calls, but I’m looking forward to planning 
ahead for when restrictions are eventually lifted.

In the last 10 months, we have instructed a solicitor Mr Robert Sainsbury from 
Bates, Wells and Braithwaite to act on our behalf on the transfer of ownership 
of land off Ten Trees Road, from Suffolk County Council. We’ve had numerous 
conversations regarding the future of the Pavilion, approved the lighting up of our 
Christmas tree with a whole new lighting display for this December, supported 
Branch Lines and the village woodland area. Funding was gifted to the Church 
last Christmas for food and children’s gifts for families in need. We set up a CIL 
(community infrastructure Levy) group, to discuss ways to spend our CIL money 
wisely. Last summer we commissioned a Parish Council area on the Great 
Waldingfield website which now showcases all our documentation. Our thanks 
and appreciation go to our Community Warden, Bradley Smith and his team, who 
have continued to be so generous with their support for our village. In addition, 
it has also been agreed to fund 5 new ‘chat’ benches to be positioned around 
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the village, which I’m sure our community will appreciate and enjoy for years to 
come.

Thank you to our District Councillors Cllr Margaret Maybury and Cllr Clive 
Arthey who continue to be a supportive presence in our zoom meetings. It 
is with great personal sadness that in May, we say farewell to our County 
Councillor, Colin Spence. He has generously donated money for two new village 
noticeboards from his locality budget, and has recently played a big part in 
instigating new investigations into the dreadful winter flooding of the Village Pond. 
Colin you are such a kind soul and will be missed by us all, we wish you health 
and happiness in your retirement.

Due to Covid restrictions many of our community groups, knit & natter, 
horticultural society and the Woman’s Institute have had reluctantly to put 
plans on hold, so we look forward to seeing them again soon. Special thanks 
to Reverend Caroline Hallett and the Reverend Faith Marsden for their 
compassionate love during the last year. They graciously gave pastoral care to 
many families and the elderly in our community who really struggled during the 
lockdown, as the restrictions had a profound effect on their wellbeing.

Let’s not forget George Millins who always reminds us how to protect our 
wildlife and amphibians; we have a new toad sign on Folly road to alert drivers 
to be more aware, especially at night. Thanks to the volunteers who come out 
with their buckets to pick up the stray toads when they escape from the pond. 
The village magazine team tried their best to produce their monthly publications 
during the lockdown, which we greatly appreciated. The bowls club has sadly 
been forced to close its doors too but we look forward to when it can open again 
safely and will encourage our community to sign up as new members. It’s an 
important meeting place for our village and is valued by many of our senior 
residents.

Our conscientious Clerk, Susan Clements, continues to steer us through 
what sometimes appears to be choppy waters with her integrity, good humour 
and common sense. Behind the scenes Sue is quietly working away on 
our application for the local County Award Scheme, which will formalise our 
achievements as an inspiring Parish Council.

Lastly, I would like to pay tribute to Jean Misselbrook who at aged 88 only 
retired from the Parish Council after 34 years of service in July last year, then 
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sadly passed away a few months later. Her legacy will live on in the village as 
we remember everything Jean and her husband John accomplished in their 
lifetimes. Together they made such a difference and were loved by so many 
people in the village.

As our Parish Council continues to thrive, it puts the needs of our village at the 
heart of its decision making. We are all so fortunate that fellow Councillors are 
always nearby to support each other. There is much truth in the saying ‘together 
everyone achieves more’. Long may it continue #Stay safe, hang in there, better 
days are coming soon. Love to all.

Renuka Baldwin
Chairman Great Waldingfield Parish Council


