
August/September 2021 BRANCHLINES AND OLD SCHOOL WOOD Update 

 

Working Party - Saturday September 25th, 09.30 - 12.30. I would like this 
to be the annual Hay Day when we rake up the hay from the meadows. 
This depends on getting the hay cut a few days earlier. The weather may 
be against us and there a few things still to arrange. In any case, please 
come along to help, and bring a hot drink and gloves. Other tasks would be 
available as an alternative. 
Update - The new meadow has been doing very well; annual cuts with 
removal of the hay will reduce the nettles and thistles. Please keep to the 
paths. The community orchard trees seem to have survived the summer. 
We finally have funding to purchase a liner for the new pond thanks to our 
new county councillor, Philip Faircloth-Mutton. No dates have been set but, 
once the meadow is mown, we will put the liner in place, anchor the 
edges, add a thin layer of subsoil that we set aside and wait for the rain to 
fill it. We may need to arrange another special day to get this done in the 
autumn. We have new rustic benches by the big pond, as constructed by 
Chris Francis. The recently disbanded W.I. generously donated money for 
new benches by the new pond once that is finished. Forest School - Amy's 
Acorns has continued through the summer and the village school sessions 
are due to resume after the holidays. 
Events - Hay Day and Pond Day as above; look out for further information. 
We have not made any arrangements for a quiz yet. We are still hoping to 
arrange a hedge laying course. Provisional date for next AGM is Friday Jan 
28th 2022. 
 

David Taylor, chair of Branchlines. 
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ST LAWRENCE CHURCHYARD 

 

Working Party - Saturday September 11th, 09.30 -12.30. Meet by the lych 
gate as usual. Bring a hot drink in case, but refreshments may well be 
available in church as this coincides with the annual sponsored Historic 
Churches Bike Ride (which I hope to do in the afternoon). This will be 
gardening type activities to maintain the churchyard for visitors and 
wildlife. Please join us, bringing gardening gloves and secateurs if you have 
them. 



Update - We have been continuing to clear the ivy from the front wall and 
improve the front path. A big autumn mow will take place for the areas of 
long grass - last year we combined this with the Old School Wood Hay Day. 
A bonfire will soon be needed and a review of the compost bins and 
benches. 
 

David Taylor, churchyard manager 
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FOOTPATHS and WALKING 

 

Several people have reported how overgrown the countryside footpaths 
have been this year. Weather conditions have contributed to the growth of 
long grass and nettles in May and June. Lack of maintenance is the other 
issue. Suffolk County Council Rights of Way department is responsible for 
mowing the paths and providing clear signs. Feedback from them is that 
they do not have enough resources to do this and they are forced to 
prioritise the most important paths. You can find more information on the 
county council website, including contact details and how to report a 
problem. I am also in discussions with landowners/farmers about issues 
such as ploughing and crops. 
 

Another problem is pavements. These are the responsibility of Highways 
Department at Suffolk County Council. Issues reported include overgrown 
hedges and parking on on pavements. Walkers, mobility scooters and 
pushchairs may be forced on to the road. So please do not obstruct the 
pavement with your car or your garden hedge. Again, see county council 
website for more advice. 
 

The parish council may be able to use our community warden, Bradley 
Smith, and his team to improve the situation. 
We, as walkers, should also act responsibly by following the countryside 
code. E.g. keep to paths, no litter, dogs under control. 
 

David L Taylor, footpath warden 

 


