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Present: Parish Councillors: Baldwin (Chairman), Berry, Francis (From Minute Number 5) -
(Vice Chairman), Hastings, Ward and Williams. 

In Attendance:  Mrs S Clements (Parish Clerk), District Councillors C Arthey and M Maybury and 
Three Members of the Public (including representation from Great Waldingfield 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee).  

1. Welcome and Apologies for Absence for Approval – The Chairman welcomed all those to the Meeting. 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Knight. (Annual Leave) and Councillor Rushton (Annual 
leave). These apologies were accepted by the Council. (Proposed by Councillor Berry and seconded by 
Councillor Williams). 
 

2. Declarations of Interests & Dispensations – The following declarations of interest were made.  
 

Name of Councillor Details of Interest Minute Number 

Councillor Baldwin School Governor (personal). 
(Pavilion).  
 

22 

Councillor Berry Spouse works at the Primary 
School (pecuniary). (Pavilion). 
 

22 

 
3. Minutes of the last full Parish Council Meeting held on the 13th December 2021 – The Council received, 

considered and approved these Minutes following the vote. (Proposed by Councillor Williams and seconded 
by Councillor Ward). (Copy in Minute Book and on Website).  
 

4. Update/Matters Arising from Previous Minutes held on the 13th December 2021 – Minute Numbers 17 
and 18 – Councillor Baldwin read out an email received from a Member of the Public which was sent to the 
full Parish Council and the Clerk/Proper Officer of the Council on the 14th December 2021. The email accuses 
the Parish Council of being unfair and secretive and claims that the Suffolk Code of Conduct regarding 
openness was contravened in the voting process. Councillor Baldwin responded as follows: 

• As soon as each Councillor resignation was confirmed to the Council, the Clerk/Proper Officer of the 
Parish Council contacted the Elections Department of the District Council. The relevant formal public 
notice was obtained from the District Council and displayed in our noticeboards and on the website 
to establish if a by-election/s had been requested. This being that if within 14 days of the said notice, 
if at least 10 of the electorate wish to call a by-election, then the Parish Council would need to fund 
any by-election and it would be dealt with by the District Council. (Local Government Act (LGA) 
1972, Sections 79, 80 and 89). 

• Once confirmation was received from the District Council’s Elections Department that a by-election 
had not been called then further notices about the casual vacancy/vacancies were displayed in the 
notice boards, on the website and in the Great Waldingfield Village magazine. 

• Applicants for the vacancies were asked to issue a short resume to the Council to consider. These 
resumes were circulated when received and with the agenda/summons to Councillors and at the 
same time uploaded onto the Council’s area of the Village Website removing any personal data in 
accordance with the GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation). Papers – December 2021 – Great 
Waldingfield 

• Following attendance at a recent SALC (Suffolk Association of Local Councils) training session by 
the Chair, receipt of legal advice from the Clerk/Proper Officer of the Parish Council and SALC, the 
normal pre-meeting with the Chair and Clerk before the Parish Council Meeting, the Chair of the 
Council was quite clear about the voting process and best practice and legal position for the Council 
to consider the three applications for the two vacancies at the Parish Council Meeting on the 13th 
December 2021 where the process was conducted in a fair, open and transparent manner.  

https://www.greatwaldingfield.uk/parish-council/meeting-agendas/papers-december-2021/
https://www.greatwaldingfield.uk/parish-council/meeting-agendas/papers-december-2021/
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The Chair of the Council explained the process to Councillors in advance of the Meeting. The Clerk 
is an experienced and qualified Officer and is aware of how this process legally works. 

• Should evidence and documentation be required from the Monitoring Officer of the District Council 
following any formal complaint about the Council’s voting process, then there is a proper document 
trail which can be submitted. 
 

5. Public Forum – A member of the Great Waldingfield Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee spoke again 
following last month’s Parish Council Meeting about the Speeding and Traffic Working Group set up via the 
Steering Committee. He spoke again about issues with vehicles speeding and the ANPR (Automatic Number 
Plate Recognition) Scheme in the Village – (already agreed by the Parish and County Councils). The Council 
noted the suggestion for gates at various ends of the Village and suggestions that possible bids could be 
made via by the Steering Committee via the CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) system. 
 

6. County and District Councillors Reports – 
 

County Councillor Maybury provided a verbal update which including information about her District 
Councillor Locality Budget where she has assisted voluntary groups in the Village including 
Branchlines and also assisting with the cost of the hire of the Bowls Club for another local group. 
District Councillor Maybury raised her concerns about the District Council Housing stock and its 
budget and reminded the Council about the Jubilee Competition that she is organising. 
 
District Councillor Arthey provided a brief verbal update about CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) 
and the funding for the Village. 

 
7. Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) Scheme in Village – In the absence of County Councillor 

Faircloth-Mutton this matter relating to any new updates is deferred. 
 

8. Routine Correspondence Circulated – There were no matters raised.  
 

9. Councillors External Meetings/Sessions/Attendance – There were no new updates. 
 

10. Planning and Development in Great Waldingfield 
 

a. Planning Applications – 

➢ DC/21/06200 – School Farm, School Farm Lane – Change of Use of agricultural building to Class E 
(Light Industrial) /B8 (Storage) and associated works – The Council noted that this application is a 
development in Acton but close to the Great Waldingfield border in a very rural part of the Parish. It 
seems that it will have very low environmental impact lying with an already mixed agricultural and 
B1/B8 use. The previously agreed applications were noted. The Council would recommend 
supporting this application. Following the vote, (proposed by Councillor Williams and seconded by 
Councillor Baldwin), this was agreed. 
 

b. Applications received after the Agenda: There were none.  

c. Planning Decisions – The following decision notice was received and noted: 

• DC/21/05951 – Manorroy, Upsher Green – Construction of dormer window and insertion of roof 
lights in conjunction with loft conversion – The Council noted that the LPA has approved this 
application.  
 

d. Planning Enforcement or Appeals – There were no updates.  

e. Chilton Woods Development – (Maiden Fields) – The written report received from Councillor 

Rushton was received. The Council noted the update following the Steering Group Meeting on 

the 22nd December 2021. There were two items that may affect the parish of Great Waldingfield.  
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The first is that Taylor Wimpey have been asked to consider building the new village hall for 

Chilton as part of their Phase 2. If this happens, a new village hall could be constructed within 5 

years. This may give Great Waldingfield the option of perhaps developing its village hall site as 

rural exception housing for local people. The second item is also controversial. Chilton Woods is 

intended to be a ‘green’ garden village, with hot water piped into the 1500 homes from a central, 

green, air source heat pump power station. This would be a revolutionary idea and is, at first 

glance, very exciting. The problem for Great Waldingfield is that they want to build it on the Great 

Waldingfield end of the development – adjacent to the airfield. This power station may be large 

and noisy. Further clarification about the village hall will be provided at the next meeting. 

 
11. Financial Matters 

a. Schedule of Accounts for Payment – The Council received, considered, and agreed payments in 
the sum of £4681.44 following the vote. (Proposed by Councillor Williams and seconded by 
Councillor Berry). (Copy in Minute Book and on website.  

b. Bank Reconciliation – December 2021 – The Council received, considered, and agreed this 
document following the vote. (Proposed by Councillor Williams and seconded by Councillor Berry). 
(Copy on website).  

c. 3rd Quarter Finance Report – 31st December 2021 – The Council received, considered, and 
agreed this following the vote. (Proposed by Councillor Williams and seconded by Councillor 
Berry). (Copy on website).  

d. Dog Bins –  

• Bantocks Road – The Council noted that a number of nearby residents are opposed to a new 
dog bin in this area. Following the vote, (proposed by Councillor Francis and seconded by 
Councillor Williams), it was agreed not to proceed further with this request received from one 
resident, given the local opposition.  

• St Lawrence Church – The Council noted the request received for a dog bin from the churchyard 
leading down to the burial ground path. This matter will be deferred pending the already 
requested further information from the Church including whether there is full support from the 
PCC (Parochial Church Council) following a formal PCC Meeting, whether a faculty is required 
from the Diocese and if the District Council is able to service this route if the request and costs 
are subsequently agreed by the Parish Council. (This was agreed following the vote). 

e. Urgent Finance Matters – There were no matters.  
 

12. Playing Field, Ten Trees Road /Other Parish Council Assets: 
a. Playing Fields - Play Equipment - Monthly Report – The Council received a written update from 

Councillor Berry regarding the risk assessment following visual checks and noted that there 

were no matters of concern. The Council noted that advice and quotations have been requested 

from a suitably qualified and experienced contractor following the recent professional play area 

ROSPA (Royal Society for Prevention of Accidents) report. 

b. Queens Diamond Jubilee Garden (QDJ) – The Council noted that the gardening contractor will 
resume work at the QDJ in March 2022 in accordance with the SLA (service level agreement). 
 

13. Community Warden Scheme – Councillor Baldwin provided a written report. The Council noted that during 

December 2021 and January 2022, the Community Warden Team have taken down the Christmas tree and 

lights on Green Acre, the team will be removing the old noticeboard outside the Pre-School, and they are 

preparing for a new Christmas tree lighting scheme for December 2022. 

14. Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee – The Council received and noted the written report. It noted that 
a meeting has been held with the consultant to go through the responses to the first draft of the Plan.  The 
Committee has discussed the changes necessary due to the latest information from the emerging Joint Local 
Plan Hearing Sessions as well as a number of issues regarding the layout and the supporting text.  
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The Committee has asked for the survey results to come first in each section as it is important to emphasise 
the fact that the Neighbourhood Plan is firmly based on village consultation. For the same reason the 
Committee will be writing a comprehensive section on the community engagement that has taken place. 
Going forward, the Committee wish to ensure that the addition of diagrams and photographs will be more 
accessible for residents. A grant application for the next stages of the work will be submitted, whilst 
continuing to assess the written Plan as it moves forward.  The Committee thanked the Parish Council for 
including a budget for the Neighbourhood Plan within its own budget for the next year. (Copy on website). 
The Council thanked the Steering Committee for its ongoing sterling work.  
 

15. CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) Working Party - The Council agreed following the vote, that 
Councillors Baldwin, Hastings, Knight, and Williams will be members of this working group, with other 
Councillors free to join the group.  

 
16. Parish Council’s Events Working Group – Queen’s Jubilee Celebrations 2022 – It was noted that a 

Village Meeting will be held in the next few months.  
 

17. Local Council Awards Applications (Foundation, Gold and Quality Gold) – The Council received, 
considered, and agreed to adopt these policies following the vote. (Proposed by Councillor Williams and 
seconded by Councillor Berry).  

• Risk Management Strategy. 

• Complaints Procedure (Updated). 
 

18. Parish Council Meetings –  
a. Next Meeting - Monday 14th February 2022 at Great Waldingfield Village Hall. 
b. Schedule of Meetings 2022 – Following the vote, (proposed by Councillor Williams and seconded by 

Councillor Francis), the Council agreed to the change of dates for December 2022 and the Annual 
Parishioners Meeting for March 2022. (Copy on website). 

 
19. Resolution to Exclude the Public and the Press – The Public Bodies S.1 (2) (Admission to Meetings Act 

1960) and the Local Government Act 1972 ss 100 and 102 (amended 2014). The Council considered and 
agreed to exclude the Public, (with the exception of County Councillor Faircloth-Mutton) upon his arrival, 
since publicity would legally prejudice commercial sensitivity and confidentiality. (Proposed by Councillor 
Francis and seconded by Councillor Williams).  

 
At this point, District Councillors Arthey and Maybury and the three Members of the Public left the Meeting. 

 
20. Minutes of the Confidential Parish Council Meeting held on the 13th December 2021 – The Council is 

asked to receive, consider and approve the Meeting Minutes.  
 

21. Update/Matters Arising from Confidential Minutes held on the 13th December 2021 – The Council is 
asked to receive and note any updates. 

 
22. Parish Council Asset & Asset/Land Transfer (County Council) – The Council is asked to receive legal 

updates and agree any matters further. (Ten Tree Road in conjunction with the Council’s current assets). 
 
There being no further business, this part of the public Meeting closed to facilitate the closed session. 

 


