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I have now completed the first year of this voluntary role. There is an increasing 

groundswell of support for improving our footpaths and expanding the network. This 

is shown in the results of the neighbourhood plan questionnaire and the number of 

people who have become involved. Similar initiatives are happening in our 

neighbouring parishes, especially Acton. 

We have started monthly village walks using our local paths and lanes. Attendance 

has been increasing as the weather improves. We take in wildlife and local history 

and have a good chat along the way. 

Our parish has 16 ‘Public Rights Of Way’ through the countryside. I have walked all 

of these PROWs to assess their condition, and I plan to do this each year. I have 

reported problems to the responsible authority, which is Suffolk County Council 

rights of way team, via their website reporting facility. I am hoping to meet James 

Pickering, the new rights of way officer for our area. Our local councillors have been 

supportive in improving communications between SCC, landowners and ourselves. I 

have volunteered with SCC to attach QR information plaques to the footpath 

signposts. 

Our Rights of Way Improvement Plan (appendix 1), with Map (appendix 2) remain in 

place. What do we need in order to make the hoped-for improvements? 

1. Someone to regularly strim the natural surface vegetation (long grass and 

weeds). The landowner may do this voluntarily. SCC has a duty to do it but 

insufficient budget. The parish council could employ someone to do it as an 

annual expense in the footpaths budget. 

2. To make the footpath from Folly Road to the church more accessible to 

buggies, a larger one-off amount is needed in collaboration with the 

landowner, which is Suffolk County Council Property. The usual method is to 

level the ground and apply ‘hoggin’, a mixture of clay and gravel. This was 

done a few years ago for the section nearest Folly Road using money from 

the locality budget. 

3. I am in discussions about providing a map and or leaflet of local paths. 

4. For new rights of way, we have to either persuade landowners to ‘dedicate’ 

them or use a formal process to apply for a ‘definitive map modification order’ 

(DMMO) based on evidence of current or past use.  
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