
Great Waldingfield CEVC Primary School 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 

heaven belongs to such as these.” 

 

Our Christian ethos underpins all that we do and is captured by this quotation from the Bible. Great 

Waldingfield CEVC Primary School takes immense pride in welcoming families from all backgrounds 

and whatever their starting point. Our robust Policy on Equality includes an Action Plan that 

demonstrates our commitment to closing gaps in attainment and achievement between 

disadvantaged pupils and their advantaged peers. We have developed a curriculum that overcomes 

preconceived ideas of gender, ethnic origin, culture or religion. Furthermore, we recognise the 

importance of increasing the cultural capital of all children. We do this through a rich range of 

experience both in and beyond school.  

This year we enriched our curriculum to include ‘No Outsiders’, a programme of learning that helps 

prepare children for life in modern Britain. In September we will join other local schools to have 

training by the founder of ‘No Outsiders’, Andrew Moffat. This is part of our drive to broaden children’s 

horizons. Whilst it is crucial that children have windows into other cultures, beliefs and backgrounds 

it is equally vital that they know about their locality and their own culture. This too is reflected in our 

curriculum and we are eager to establish links with the wider community so children have first-hand 

opportunities of the area in which they live and their near neighbours. 

At Great Waldingfield children are taught to be independent learners, as being able to think and act 

independently remains one of the most important skills they learn. While spoon-feeding styles of 

teaching can quickly ensure that all children make progress, it is possible and preferable to teach in a 

way that allows room for independence without sacrificing those all-important outcomes. This way of 

learning is epitomised in the ‘Waldingfield Way’ – work hard, try your best and encourage others. It 

goes hand in hand with another area of development for us – metacognition. Children who have, 

metacognitive skills are able to recognise their own cognitive abilities, direct their own learning, 

evaluate their performance, understand what caused their successes or failures, and learn new 

strategies. Metacognition can add up to seven months of additional learning and improve outcomes 

for disadvantaged learners and therefore dovetails our inclusive ethos. 

However, as we emerge from a global pandemic schools face unprecedented challenges. The national 

picture is reflected in our school where the youngest primary school pupils and those from the most 

disadvantaged backgrounds suffered the greatest loss of learning. The COVID catch-up funding that 

was given to schools goes little way to covering the cost of closing gaps in learning. However, we are 

unwavering in our approach – children that don’t read at home to an adult; and children whose 

progress in reading is slow read with an adult every day in school. We take interventions outside of 

the school day so that children have additional learning (as opposed to ‘instead of’) and never miss 

areas of the curriculum they enjoy or for which they have an aptitude. Of course schools are primarily 

concerned with education but our school, like so many others, now play a vital role in supporting 

children’s mental health – teaching them the skills they need to recognise and deal with their 

emotions, and helping those with difficulties get the support they need. Increasingly schools also have 

a role in supporting families who struggle financially and we are extremely grateful to Reverend Faith 

and the church for helping the our most disadvantaged in our community. 

A good education is the key because education provides choice. It is the chance to fulfil dreams and 

achieve aspirations.  A good education is every child’s right. 

 


