
 

 

Neighbourhood Plan Report                PC Annual General Meeting 2022 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group have had a busy year.  
As part of the process we have had final versions of two important documents:  
A Landscape Appraisal which is undertaken to identify and assess the likely effects 
of a proposed development on the surrounding landscape and a  
Design Guide for planners so that we will have well-designed houses and places to 
live, should development take place.  
 
These documents were on display at the Village Meeting which we held on 26th 
June 2021. This was a case of third time lucky as two previous attempts to hold the 
meeting had to be cancelled because of Covid. The meeting was attended by well 
over a hundred people. Villagers were also able to see the results of the village 
survey, and to offer feedback on the work we had done up to that point before our 
consultant (Ian Poole from Place4people) set to work on writing the first draft of the 
NP. There were over 20 display boards which showed the survey results, details of 
our landscape areas, the green spaces, and local buildings we might want to 
protect, as well our design codes. People were encouraged to make comments, 
and many did. As a result of the feedback, we made several changes to our Design 
Guide. 
 
December 2021 was an important month for us. This was when we received the 
first draft of the Neighbourhood Plan from our consultant. It is his job to use all the 
evidence we give him to create a document that will be acceptable to the examiner 
who must approve it. Seeing the plan made us realise how much work has been 
done in previous years, and just how much village engagement there had been in 
that time. We have looked at the first draft in detail and are now on the second 
draft.  
The Parish Council is the authorising body for the plan, so the Neighbourhood Plan 
team and the members of the PC are meeting this week to look at the plan as it 
stands. We will be looking at the policies that have been written, as well as the 
Community Actions or Aspirations that are based on the comments and results of 
the village survey. 
 
The next stage is to have another village meeting where residents themselves can 
look at the plan and give us their comments. This should happen in May and the 
consultation period will last for six weeks. Again, all comments made both by 
residents and the PC will be looked at, and changes made as necessary. At this 
stage a final plan will be produced and you, the residents, will be asked to vote on it 
in a referendum.  
 
We would like to thank the Parish Council, all the residents who have supported us 
and the members of the NP team who have been working on the plan for some 
considerable time. We hope that by working jointly, we can ensure that GW 
remains a pleasant place to live in.  
 
 
 



 

 

We thought it might be interesting to talk about just one aspect of the work we have 
been doing on the NP to give you an idea of what has gone into it…. 
 
Cllr. Rushton and I undertook several walks around the parish in Spring 2021 to 
assess and record the local Green Spaces against a standard set of criteria. We 
also looked at the Listed Buildings and located and photographed other buildings of 
historic interest, character, and/or local value to capture their contribution to our 
local heritage. This provided additional local evidence that has been used by our 
consultant within the Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
The Vision for the Great Waldingfield Neighbourhood Plan is as follows: 
 
In 2036 Great Waldingfield parish, which includes the hamlets of Upsher Green, 
and Washmere Green and the historic area around the church, will remain 
separated from its neighbours by green, biodiverse corridors. It will continue to be 
an attractive, rural village in an agricultural setting in which the protection of its 
important heritage and natural features is a priority. New development will be 
respectful of the character of the village and Great Waldingfield will be a thriving 
and vibrant community where residents of all ages can meet, live, and work.  
 


