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2021 has been another very unusual year in church. We have best we could 

maintained a service pattern, although for several months it was one service per 

Sunday in the benefice. 

School assemblies were often on Microsoft Teams because we weren’t able to 

be in school, but we managed to celebrate Easter with the children outside. 

In May of last year the Rev John Fieldgate passed away, many in the village will 

remember with fondness his time as Rector here, 2000 – 2009. 

We are glad to say that after a long absence, the Magazine is now up and 

running again so that village events and information are available to all. 

On Sunday 1st August we sadly said Farewell to the Rev’d Caroline Hallett after 

12 years in our two villages, as she decided to put her feet up and retire. 

The Diocese decided we didn’t warrant another full- time priest but didn’t quite 

know what to do with us. As by then I was trained they agreed to let me take on 

the two Parishes on a part time basis. I was licensed as Rector on the 8th 

September and the roller coaster ride begun. 

In October we had a lovely concert with Mark Saberton, our very talented local 

singer. 

We were able to hold the annual Harvest Supper in Acton Village Hall, Harvest 

services in church and a school service. The produce collect was then taken to 

folk in the village and the surplus to Storehouse Food bank. 

Over the last few months our Early Birds and Family service on the first Sunday 

of the month has enjoyed breakfast together first, with lots of variety of good 

food followed by crafts and activities to share together.  

  

We hesitated to hold a Christmas Fair because of Covid, but we decided to do it 

and we are glad we did. Children from school came and sang carols from the 

foyer. That is one of the things we look forward to. Lots of people came and it 

helped the finances of the Church. 

During December we revived the Christmas Tree Festival and lots of villagers 

and groups dressed a tree and set it up in Church. In between the trees we 

displayed lots of crib and nativity sets. It was magical especially once it got 

dark and the church was lit by trees. A big Thank you to everyone who 

contributed.  It was also lovely to see the church lit up outside over the 

Christmas period. 

The last Friday of term saw the school packed into church for Christingle, the 

proceeds of which go to the Children’s Society.  



We were able to provide a number of hampers at Christmas to families. We are 

grateful and appreciate the financial help from the Parish Council without which 

it wouldn’t have been possible. 

Carols by candlelight was able to happen and the choir were in good voice.  

Finally, we had a lovely Midnight service to celebrate the birth of Jesus. 

We are grateful to live in and be part of a lovely village where a community 

spirit is alive and well. 

 

Rev’d Faith Marsden   

March 2022 

 


