
Local Green Spaces

Local Green Space - Playing Field 

Site Details

Description and purpose Badleys Close playing field. recreational field with chil-
drens play area and formal garden.

Checklist

Are there any statutory 
designations? 

None

Is the site designated 
for any purpose in the 
Local Plan?

No

Are there any current 
planning permissions on 
the site?

No

What is the Site Area? 3.02 acres

Who owns it? Suffolk County Council

NPPF Criteria Assessment

Is it close to the com-
munity it services?

Situated in the centre of the village, next to the school. 
Easily accessible from all areas of the village.

Is there public access? Yes

Is there any ecological 
significance?

No records of significance

Is it historically signi-
ficant?

No historical significance

Is it demonstrably spe-
cial to the local com-
munity and hold a par-
ticular local significance

At the time of the Bantocks Road development, this 
area was allocated to the village by the landowner for 
use by the village. It contains a small playing field and 
a generous area with play equipment with seating which 
makes this a very  important area for residents of all 
ages.

Is it local in character 
and is not an extensive 
tract of land?

This area has a history of being used recreationally by 
the immediate residents. It is significant to the village 
due to its proximity to Bantocks Road, Folly Road and 
Cromwell Fields.

Is the space capable of 
enduring beyond the 
end of the plan period?

It is currently owned by Suffolk County Council so its 
future is secure.

Conclusion: 
Meets LGS criteria?

Qualifies for Local Green Space designation



Local Green Space - Queen’s Jubilee Garden

Site Details

Description and purpose An area of cultivated garden for recreational use.

Checklist

Are there any statutory 
designations? 

No

Is the site designated 
for any purpose in the 
Local Plan?

No

Are there any current 
planning permissions on 
the site?

No

What is the Site Area? 0.13 acres

Who owns it? Suffolk County Council

NPPF Criteria Assessment

Is it close to the com-
munity it services?

Part of the playing field in the centre of the village next 
to the village school.

Is there public access? Yes

Is there any ecological 
significance?

Haven for wildlife.

Is it historically signific-
ant?

Yes, it was established to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee in 2012.

Is it demonstrably spe-
cial to the local com-
munity and hold a par-
ticular local significance

Quiet and tranquil area to sit with a rose arbor and flower 
beds - used throughout the year.

Is it local in character 
and is not an extensive 
tract of land?

Yes

Is the space capable of 
enduring beyond the 
end of the plan period?

Yes

Conclusion: 
Meets LGS criteria?

Qualifies for Local Green Space designation



Local Green Space - Field off Folly Road 

Site Details

Description and purpose Field off Folly Road
Recreational area with children’s play area

Checklist

Are there any statutory 
designations? 

None

Is the site designated 
for any purpose in the 
Local Plan?

No

Are there any current 
planning permissions on 
the site?

No

What is the Site Area? 2.77 acres

Who owns it? Developer / Babergh Mid-Suffolk

NPPF Criteria Assessment

Is it close to the com-
munity it services?

The site is situated opposite the local Primary School

Is there public access? Yes

Is there any ecological 
significance?

No records of significance 

Is it historically signi-
ficant?

This is a modern housing estate (2011)but is built on 
the site of Second World War constructions/cinema. The 
names of the roads relate to the American air base es-
tablished here.

Is it demonstrably spe-
cial to the local com-
munity and hold a par-
ticular local significance

There is a large area of green space which is currently 
used as a dog walking and exercise area. The play area 
is used particularly by those who have very young chil-
dren.

Is it local in character 
and is not an extensive 
tract of land?

It adjoins the Village Conservation Area and a footpath 
leads to open countryside and to the church

Is the space capable of 
enduring beyond the 
end of the plan period?

Yes

Conclusion: 
Meets LGS criteria?

Qualifies for Local Green Space designation



Local Green Space - Old School Wood 

Site Details

Description and purpose Old School Wood

Checklist

Are there any statutory 
designations? 

It has been designated as a woodland for the local 
community under the stewardship of Branchlines led by 
Dr David Taylor, the village tree warden.

Is the site designated 
for any purpose in the 
Local Plan?

No

Are there any current 
planning permissions on 
the site?

No

What is the Site Area? 6.4 acres

Who owns it? Owned by the Parish Council. Managed by “Branchlines" 
on behalf of the local community.

NPPF Criteria Assessment

Is it close to the com-
munity it services?

It is located within the Village Conservation Area and is 
adjacent to the church. It is approximately a ten minute 
walk to the local shop.

Is there public access? Yes

Is there any ecological 
significance?

Yes, records (surveys carried out by Lavenham Natural 
History Society) show the large contribution it makes to 
biodiversity- trees, woodland, hedging, wildflowers, a 
pond, birds and other animals. 

Is it historically signi-
ficant?

It is significant in view of its location in the historic Con-
servation Area. It is next to houses which were origin-
ally GW village school

Is it demonstrably spe-
cial to the local com-
munity and hold a par-
ticular local significance

Yes, for all the reasons above. Its designation shows 
that its future is secure. It is a focal point for villagers 
of all ages and is well used by the local community. It is 
a  significant asset for the village. It is used regularly by 
the local school children for forest school activities

Is it local in character 
and is not an extensive 
tract of land?

The many areas of openness make this designation 
unique within the Parish.

Is the space capable of 
enduring beyond the 
end of the plan period?

Yes, its future is secure and indeed has been recently 
expanded to include a small orchard.

Conclusion: 
Meets LGS criteria?

Qualifies for Local Green Space designation



Local Green Space Assessment - Green Acre 

Site Details

Description and purpose Green Acre recreational area with trees

Checklist

Are there any statutory 
designations? 

None

Is the site designated 
for any purpose in the 
Local Plan?

No

Are there any current 
planning permissions on 
the site?

No

What is the Site Area? 1.0 acres

Who owns it? Babergh Mid Suffolk

NPPF Criteria Assessment

Is it close to the com-
munity it services?

It is at the centre of the village and serves as the vil-
lage green. It is surrounded on three sides by the Green 
Acre housing estate and fronts the B1115 opposite the 
local shop

Is there public access? Yes

Is there any ecological 
significance?

It has a large conifer in the middle of the green as well 
as walnuts, sweet chestnut and silver birches.

Is it historically signi-
ficant?

No historical significance

Is it demonstrably spe-
cial to the local com-
munity and hold a par-
ticular local significance

It serves as the village green. It is an asset for the vil-
lage and is used for village events such as the Christ-
mas Lights switch-on. It also houses the Parish Council 
notice board and the village sign.

Is it local in character 
and is not an extensive 
tract of land?

It is an amenity for the village and has a large conifer 
tree used as the village Christmas tree.

Is the space capable of 
enduring beyond the 
end of the plan period?

As it is owned and managed by Babergh Mid Suffolk its 
future is secure. The intention is for it to be moved into 
Parish Council ownership.

Conclusion: 
Meets LGS criteria?

Qualifies for Local Green Space designation



Local Green Space Assessment - Churchyard

Site Details

Description and purpose Churchyard - retained as a wildlife area in the older part 
of the Churchyard.

Checklist

Are there any statutory 
designations? 

It has been designated as a Churchyard.

Is the site designated 
for any purpose in the 
Local Plan?

No

Are there any current 
planning permissions on 
the site?

No

What is the Site Area? 1.71 acres 

Who owns it? The Diocese of St Edmundsbury

NPPF Criteria Assessment

Is it close to the com-
munity it services?

It is located within the Village Conservation Area and is 
adjacent to the church, surrounded by local houses.

Is there public access? Yes

Is there any ecological 
significance?

Yes, due to the management of the Churchyard as a wild-
life area, it supports a wide biodiversity.

Is it historically signific-
ant?

It is significant as an integral part of the 14th Century 
Church.

Is it demonstrably spe-
cial to the local com-
munity and hold a par-
ticular local significance

Yes, It is valued for its peace and tranquillity and for the 
undisturbed bird song. It is used regularly by parishion-
ers on their way to the Old School Wood.

Is it local in character 
and is not an extensive 
tract of land?

Yes

Is the space capable of 
enduring beyond the 
end of the plan period?

Yes

Conclusion: 
Meets LGS criteria?

Qualifies for Local Green Space designation



Local Green Space - Allotments, Folly Road and Lavenham Road 

Site Details

Description and purpose 2 open areas divided into allotments for growing veget-
ables and flowers

Checklist

Are there any statutory 
designations? 

No

Is the site designated 
for any purpose in the 
Local Plan?

No

Are there any current 
planning permissions on 
the site?

No

What is the Site Area? Folly Road - 1.38 acres Lavenham Road - 0.83 acres

Who owns it? Braithwaite Trust

NPPF Criteria Assessment

Is it close to the com-
munity it services?

One is situated at the edge of the village and the second 
is more central.

Is there public access? Yes

Is there any ecological 
significance?

Native hedge and established trees plus allotment habitat

Is it historically signific-
ant?

Trust formed as a Church charity in Great Waldingfield 
100 years ago.

Is it demonstrably spe-
cial to the local com-
munity and hold a par-
ticular local significance

Regularly used by a large number of allotment holders, 
rare to have such a large area within one village.

Is it local in character 
and is not an extensive 
tract of land?

Yes

Is the space capable of 
enduring beyond the 
end of the plan period?

Yes

Conclusion: 
Meets LGS criteria?

Qualifies for Local Green Space designation



Local Green Space - Heath Estate Greens 

Site Details

Description and purpose Recreational green areas within the estate, the largest of 
which has a number of large trees.

Checklist

Are there any statutory 
designations? 

No

Is the site designated 
for any purpose in the 
Local Plan?

No

Are there any current 
planning permissions on 
the site?

No

What is the Site Area? 0.3 acres

Who owns it? Suffolk County Council

NPPF Criteria Assessment

Is it close to the com-
munity it services?

It is in the centre of the estate and surrounded by houses

Is there public access? Yes

Is there any ecological 
significance?

Some established trees and grassland

Is it historically signific-
ant?

No

Is it demonstrably spe-
cial to the local com-
munity and hold a par-
ticular local significance

It is one of the few green areas within the large estate 
and provides a focal point for the residents.

Is it local in character 
and is not an extensive 
tract of land?

Yes

Is the space capable of 
enduring beyond the 
end of the plan period?

Yes

Conclusion: 
Meets LGS criteria?

Qualifies for Local Green Space designation



Local Green Space - Knights Field 

Site Details

Description and purpose Arable field used for access from main village to Old 
School Wood and Conservation Area and part of the his-
toric view from the B1115 up to the Church and Conser-
vation Area

Checklist

Are there any statutory 
designations? 

No

Is the site designated 
for any purpose in the 
Local Plan?

No

Are there any current 
planning permissions on 
the site?

No

What is the Site Area? 4.45 acres

Who owns it? Suffolk County Council

NPPF Criteria Assessment

Is it close to the com-
munity it services?

It is within the Conservation Area and links this to the 
main village

Is there public access? There is a footpath going round the top and side of the 
field leading to the main village.

Is there any ecological 
significance?

Hedged and tree-lined footpath edges the field

Is it historically signific-
ant?

As part of the historic view

Is it demonstrably spe-
cial to the local com-
munity and hold a par-
ticular local significance

This view is enjoyed by all villagers and appears in The 
Times of 1935.

Is it local in character 
and is not an extensive 
tract of land?

Yes

Is the space capable of 
enduring beyond the 
end of the plan period?

Yes

Conclusion: 
Meets LGS criteria?

Qualifies for Local Green Space designation



Local Green Space - Field next to River Box 

Site Details

Description and purpose Field next to the footpath alongside the River Box used 
for recreation and exercise

Checklist

Are there any statutory 
designations? 

No

Is the site designated 
for any purpose in the 
Local Plan?

No

Are there any current 
planning permissions on 
the site?

No

What is the Site Area? 30 acres

Who owns it? Lady Getty?

NPPF Criteria Assessment

Is it close to the com-
munity it services?

It is at the edge of the Conservation Area well within 
walking distance from the main village and area around 
the Church.

Is there public access? Yes, along a footpath next to the river

Is there any ecological 
significance?

Landscape appraisal confirms that the Box River valley 
has significant wildlife value

Is it historically signific-
ant?

No

Is it demonstrably spe-
cial to the local com-
munity and hold a par-
ticular local significance

Used frequently by walkers from the village providing the 
only opportunity in the village for walking beside a run-
ning stream.

Is it local in character 
and is not an extensive 
tract of land?

Yes

Is the space capable of 
enduring beyond the 
end of the plan period?

Yes 

Conclusion: 
Meets LGS criteria?

Qualifies for Local Green Space designation



Local Green Spaces - Overing Avenue Green 

Site Details

Description and purpose Open green area with trees and fruit trees

Checklist

Are there any statutory 
designations? 

No

Is the site designated 
for any purpose in the 
Local Plan?

No

Are there any current 
planning permissions on 
the site?

No

What is the Site Area? 0.26 acres

Who owns it? Bellway Homes 

NPPF Criteria Assessment

Is it close to the com-
munity it services?

It sits centrally within the Overing Avenue estate and is 
surrounded by housing looking over the green.

Is there public access? Yes

Is there any ecological 
significance?

No

Is it historically signific-
ant?

No

Is it demonstrably spe-
cial to the local com-
munity and hold a par-
ticular local significance

It provides a green open space for children to play within 
eyesight of the houses or for relaxation for those unable 
to walk to more distant green spaces.

Is it local in character 
and is not an extensive 
tract of land?

Yes

Is the space capable of 
enduring beyond the 
end of the plan period?

Yes

Conclusion: 
Meets LGS criteria?

Qualifies for Local Green Space designation



Local Green Spaces - Open Space on Ten Tree Road (in front of  Bowls 
Club)

Site Details

Description and purpose Open green area with wildlife corridor

Checklist

Are there any statutory 
designations? 

No

Is the site designated 
for any purpose in the 
Local Plan?

No

Are there any current 
planning permissions on 
the site?

No

What is the Site Area? 1.13 acres

Who owns it? Suffolk County Council

NPPF Criteria Assessment

Is it close to the com-
munity it services?

Yes. It sits near to the Post Office and Community Shop 
and is in front of the Bowls Club

Is there public access? Yes

Is there any ecological 
significance?

No

Is it historically signific-
ant?

No

Is it demonstrably spe-
cial to the local com-
munity and hold a par-
ticular local significance

It provides green open space for the community in front 
of the village Bowls and Social Club as well as a bee and 
butterfly conservation area. 

Is it local in character 
and is not an extensive 
tract of land?

Yes

Is the space capable of 
enduring beyond the 
end of the plan period?

Yes

Conclusion: 
Meets LGS criteria?

Qualifies for Local Green Space designation


